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Abstract

Motivation is considered as one of the important factors that affect and, perhaps,
indicate the success of language learning and language proficiency. The principal purpose of
the present study is to investigate the type and degree of English language learning motivation
of Thai university students in the two academic disciplines of sciences and humanities. To
address this objective, a hybrid questionnaire developed from Attitude/Motivation Test Battery
or AMTB (Gardner, 1985) and Motivation Questionnaires in Second Language Learning which
focuses on the concept of ‘ideal self’ (Dérnyei, 2009), was used. Some questionnaire questions
regarding technology in English learning and attitudes open-ended questions were added to
the hybrid questionnaire. After validated by five experts in the field of language teaching and
education, the questionnaire was piloted and subsequently implemented to 2,641 first-year
students from eight universities located in four regions across Thailand, 976 science and 1,655
humanities students, respectively. In order to substantiate the data from the questionnaire
and to gain more in-depth information regarding learning motivation, 80 interview sessions
were conducted on the questionnaire respondents based on their willingness to take part in
an interview. All the questionnaire and interview data were analyzed quantitatively and
qualitatively, respectively. It was found that students from both disciplines are highly
instrumentally motivated to learn English. They also used technology to facilitate their English
learning in all skills, especially listening skills. In addition, the humanities students reported a
higher degree of motivation in learning English in all aspects, except the parental influences
which science students reported more use than their counterparts. Moreover, the qualitative
data from the interviews confirmed that instrumental and integrative motivation were the
potential predictors of the students’ desires to seek for a good job and/or pursue their further
studies. This research project has crucial pedagosgical implications to the Ministry of Education,
educators, and English teachers particularly with regards to curriculum design and classroom
management. Finally, in the current digital era, the ubiquity of online language materials
seems to compel academicians to pay heed to integrating them for the maximum benefits of

language learning outcome.
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