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Abstract

The increasing demands to improve citizen’s English proficiency and the significance
of English education especially of Thai university graduates’ English has been one of the
burgeoning challenges. This study focuses on Content Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
implementation at the two medium-sized universities public universities in Thailand for a
period of 8 weeks in a course related to research methodology offered to their advanced
undergraduate students (161 students and 11 teachers in total). The objectives of the study
are to estimate the CLIL impact in 1) enhancing the students’ disciplinary content knowledge;
2) improving the students’ English knowledge; and 3) boosting the students’ and the teachers’
satisfaction with CLIL integration. CILIL is dual-focused in nature; thus, it is essential that the
content and the language teachers be in close collaboration, including designing the course
materials focusing on science/engineering research articles, developing language tasks and
activities, constructing testing instruments to teaching the course by the content teachers, and
training. The implementation of 8 week CLIL instruction was estimated by a similar pre-test
and post-test in research article reading administered in Weeks 1 and 8 (before and after CLIL
instruction, respectively), in addition to the questionnaires, interviews, and abstracts produced
in Weeks and 8. The analysis revealed that the students and the teachers had a much better
understanding of how to read and write research articles and also positive attitudes towards
CLIL instruction and pertaining tasks and activities. The analysis of the abstracts showed that
the students had a better control of the abstract structure, lexical choice, and grammar. The
positive results highlights the close collaboration between the content and the language
teachers through multiple training sessions. To achieve full optimization of the potential

benefits of CLIL, integrating CLIL instruction in other courses is strongly encouraged.
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