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Abstract

This research aims to study and analyze case studies of the secondary provinces for tourism
promotion, and to study ways to increase opportunities for poverty reduction and disparity from
tourism development as well as to study ways to promote tourism in other secondary provinces of
the country. Provinces in the Northeastern part of Thailand, namely Yasothon, Amnat-charoen, and
Sisaket, are selected case studies from the lower Northeastern region of Thailand. The mixed method
is used by applying documentary research, study of secondary data, qualitative research, and spatial
research to give recommendations for tourism promotion in these provinces.

The study indicates that the physical characteristics of the area are the key factors of spatial
disparity. Meanwhile, we find that there are some potentials of economic prosperity in terms of agro-
tourism development. The result of the assessment of the outstanding tourist attractions shows that
there is only one touristic place with an "excellent level" (3 stars), namely Wat Phrai Phatthana in
Sisaket, and most of the tourist attractions have been evaluated at "fair level" (1 star). In addition,
the current links in terms of logistics and transportation are limited and far from being
comprehensive. The links that will occur in the future national plans are routes that pass through
only Sisaket and Ubon Ratchathani, leaving the other two provinces at disadvantage. We find that
tourism supporting facilities are concentrated around tourist attractions. There is still a problem
with quality of services.

We applied also a spatial analysis in finding gaps, opportunities, and possibilities for
promoting and managing tourism using tourism as a driver in these three secondary provinces. It is
found that all three provinces have a strength in having agriculture with fertile land, having great
natural resources, and having own local cultures. But there are weaknesses in the lack of young
workers, the insufficiency of public participation, and the inconvenience and the insufficience of
transportation and logistics. We find that the plan to revive and upgrade Loeng Nok Tha airport to
serve as a commercial airport, the Global Kitchen Plan, and the hosting of the SEA Games in Ubon
Ratchathani in 2025 can be great opportunities for all three provinces to prosper in terms of tourism.
However, we find that there is an important threat that main cities nearby will grow faster than
targeted provinces, which might leave the provinces at disadvantage. We also recommend that
authorities at the national level should not focus secondary-province tourism promotion on only
Community-based Tourism (CBT) since there are other approaches to promote tourism. Also a focus
should be made to tourism promotion in targeted provinces.

Yasothon has advantages in agro-tourism development and organic agriculture development

while Sisaket is a pilot province for sport cities. In addition, Sisaket has important tourist attractions
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that have national and international reputation. It is also a starting point for ancient Khmer civilization
tourism. Amnat Charoen has established "sufficiency culture" and "happiness," with a strong public
participation and being a "herbal city". However, we find that most tourism policies / projects that
all three provinces pursued came from centralized national policies that are implemented
throughout the country. In addition, even though the targeted provinces have beautiful tourist
attractions, they still lack widespread and effective publicity.

The results of the Gap Analysis show that Yasothon still faces problems with income from
both income from tourism and the value of OTOP products while Sisaket province has a high chance
of achieving the target of income and sales of OTOP products. The border trade of Amnat Charoen
has a relatively low value and has a lot of variance and therefore cannot be evaluated.

In managing and promoting tourism in targeted provinces, one should consider raising the
level of tourism promotion to be one of the province's targets in increasing income and reducing
inequality, especially in provinces with outstanding development in agriculture, which is the main
occupation of the people in the province. We should also focus on tourism development to meet
international standards. In addition, involved authorities should consider options to promote
tourism other than Community-based Tourism (CBT) scheme or “ Nawatwithi” . Provincial
administrators should consider investing in and developing tourist attractions with clear and defined
responsibilities and ownership among invovled parties, which will have impacts on budgeting of
involved organizations. Also the local authorities should consider establishing of a center for tourist
attractions that collects and maintains reliable tourism information as well as conduct research and
find "stories" of tourist attractions that are consistent at all levels.

In addition, the government should encourage the public sector to participate in the
management and development of tourist attractions. As well as establishing a provincial tourism

committee to manage the provincial tourism in a comprehensive way.
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M15199 4.1 agdanunmsalvisainginelulseinadmineglass w.e.2552-2558

1813 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 2557 2558p
Sunufiemdou 255,220 454,507 433,652 453,514 499,902 494,385 513,244
alne 252,718 445,800 424,318 442,428 487,629 482,377 500,922
¥nesUszine 2,502 8,707 9,334 11,086 12,273 12,008 12,322
Snnutinviesiien 131,685 243,841 230,484 232,716 250,256 242,126 251,472
amlney 129,658 237,093 223,291 224,130 240,810 232,991 242,102
y1naUsEInNe 2,027 6,748 7,193 8,586 9,446 9,135 9,370
Snuinvirunas 123,535 210,666 203,168 220,798 249,646 252,259 261,772
amlneg 123,060 208,707 201,027 218,298 246,819 249,386 258,820
MU TEve 475 1,959 2,141 2,500 2,827 2,873 2,952
srpvnanininnasvesinviondios () 228 262 1.98 2.00 213 2.10 2.06
amlneg 2.28 2.62 1.96 1.98 2.12 2.09 2.04
MU TEne 2.09 2.66 2.48 2.45 243 241 2.43
Alrenas (Ln/eu/w)
fiBemdou 399 a17 748 749 735 764 783
amlneg 393 409 741 739 724 753 771
YAz 930 737 977 1,033 1,051 1,087 1,116
nvieudien 440 as7 932 934 908 945 971
amlneg 432 a48 927 927 898 935 961
LRl A IEEIT 977 784 1,053 1,102 1,125 1,167 1,195
TniAunas 301 294 335 360 367 400 411
amlneg 300 294 335 359 366 399 410
YU sEIne 505 311 345 452 449 470 505
seldanmsvieadion Ewuum)
fiBemdou 169 354 493 514 576 582 609
4mlneg 165 339 473 489 549 555 580
YU sEing 4 15 20 24 27 27 29
ﬁﬂ’]uﬂiﬁﬂ@ﬂﬂ’]iﬁﬁmﬁu
Fnuries 306 570 627 667 667 606 606
SnsIN15L9A (%) 4571 47.08 36.65 43.27 45.83 48.75 51.87
Fruugidinusy 62,171 126,859 124,620 140,680 147,263 139,156 145,791
amlne 60,281 120,185 117,644 132,637 139,103 131,594 137,971
YU sEIne 1,889 6,674 6,976 8,043 8,160 7,562 7,820
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15199 4.2 agdanunsalvisaneinmelulssmadminaiasing w.m.2552-2558

518015 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 2557 2558p
Sunufiemdou 545,834 881,218 1,066,129 1,204,067 1,317,243 1,365,352 1,426,119
amlng 539,604 867,543 1,048,891 1,187,406 1,299,573 1,347,651 1,407,674
FrensUseing 6,230 13,675 17,238 16,661 17,670 17,701 18,445
Snnutinviesiien 224,030 327,938 393,695 449,072 490,589 504,898 524,412
gmilng 220,557 320,073 383,883 438,788 479,843 494,187 513,276
FTensUseing 3,473 7,865 9,812 10,284 10,746 10,711 11,136
IUUNTIAUIRS 321,804 553,280 672,434 754,995 826,654 860,454 901,707
amlneg 319,047 547,470 665,008 748,618 819,730 853,464 894,398
P1IANUTENA 2,157 5,810 7,426 6,377 6,924 6,990 7,309
srpvnanininnasvesinviondios () 3.79 2,60 268 2.76 272 2.54 246
amlneg 3.81 261 2.67 2.75 2.70 2.53 2.44
P1IANUTENA 2.58 2.42 3.21 3.35 3.30 3.20 3.16
Alrenas (Ln/eu/w)
fiBemdou 637 665 684 741 744 769 807
amlneg 634 660 678 737 740 765 802
PRNUsEINA 915 914 933 941 947 989 1,032
nvieudien 653 714 735 834 853 891 940
amlneg 650 708 726 829 848 886 935
YU sEng 996 1,010 1,041 1,009 1,017 1,065 1,111
UNYiFU193 595 589 603 588 568 587 617
4mlneg 594 589 604 589 568 586 616
Fmensuszing 653 602 a76 577 586 618 653
seldanmsvieadion Ewuum)
fiBemdou 746 936 1,182 1,479 1,605 1,649 1,767
4mlneg 735 913 1,145 1,441 1,565 1,609 1,723
PR UsEine 11 23 36 38 40 41 a4
ﬁmuﬂi:ﬂaumsﬁﬁmﬁu
U9 356 672 1,671 1,756 1,781 1,616 1,625
FnINSNN (%) 55.66 46.16 21.77 33.49 45.47 48.59 52.01
Sruauidninusy 65,134 128,580 192,149 255,031 363,868 371,143 389,043
amlne 62,968 121,171 182,338 245,546 354,581 361,825 379,284
FmensUseing 2,166 7,409 9,811 9,485 9,287 9,318 9,759
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M13199 4.3 agvaniunisaivieaiisinielulssmadming1unalasey w.A.2552-2558

598015 2552 2553 2554 2555 2556 2557 2558p
Snufideudou 175,161 226,744 246,332 243,313 262,081 269,806 278,461
¥ lng 172,625 218,801 238276 236066 254478 262,218 270,636
ymslszme 2,536 7,943 8,056 7,247 7,603 7,588 7,825
Sunutinvieadien 98,449 148,275 141,355 151,916 161,673 166,206 171,763
amlne 96,622 141,678 134,456 145,770 155,329 159,898 165,262
ymlszme 1,827 6,597 6,899 6,146 6,304 6,308 6,501
Fruutiniiaunas 76,712 78,469 104,977 91,397 100,408 103,600 106,698
amlng 76,003 77,123 103,820 90,296 99,149 102,320 105,374
snsUsema 709 1,346 1,157 1,101 1,259 1,280 1,324
szgzatneavesinvioudien (Ju) 2.57 2.51 2.73 2.79 2.76 2.65 2.60
amlng 257 2.49 2.68 275 2.72 2.61 2.56
YnAnsUsEng 2.86 2.89 3.63 375 3.65 3.61 357
Aldanewnde (U/awi)
fiBeudou 364 404 571 607 629 654 673
amlne 354 387 552 591 614 640 659
msslszma 919 767 905 931 937 961 994
tinvioaiiien 376 415 612 648 679 708 730
amlneg 363 394 590 630 663 692 713
QLR P 1,012 808 932 959 967 992 1,027
UNYIAUIDS 323 351 420 414 405 425 438
amlneg 324 354 421 415 406 425 438
ymsslsena 240 191 336 354 381 a14 423
sreldarnnisvieadien Eruumn)
fBeudoy 120 182 280 313 343 355 372
amlneg 115 166 256 291 321 332 348
Y1ENUTEIIA 5 16 24 22 23 23 24
amuﬂiznaumsﬁﬁmwu
Fruutas 191 277 315 305 305 305 325
an3NINN (%) 53.25 54.29 39.33 51.94 51.66 54.58 57.41
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