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The Valorization Process of Cattle and Buffalo in Thailand: Networks and Actors

from Mae Sot to Chiangrai Border

Abstract

The cross-border cattle trade, which has routes from Myanmar passing through the Mae
Sot border, and then passed to Thailand in order to pass on to consumers in China, has expanded
considerably over the past decade. There are studies on routes, logistics and cross-border cattle
trade. But in the past it lacked images of domestic networks that connects various actors,
products, and infrastructure. As a result, the Thai government has limitations in determining
policies that are in line with the situation of the country and region. This research aims to answer
both the structural questions of what are the structural factors that have made Thailand become
an important juncture of cattle trade in the region? And at the level of the actor that what does
the network and the domestic actor look like? The main findings of the research are the process
of creating value for cattle, which is a border product in Thailand, is a semi-formal trade that is
legal in one area but illegal in some area. However, Thailand has a structural strength compared
to neighboring countries, which is a standard livestock system and has more experienced actors
in cross-border trade. This type of semi-formal trading requires a flexible and systematic network
of actors and networks, called the brokerage system, which is linked as a network that connects
all the actors in the country at the level of connectivity, borders, products and various actors.
The brokers play a significant role in connecting farmers, who are the main valorizing actors value

creator, with the Chinese merchants who are buyers and government at various levels.
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