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ABSTRACT

Keywords: Chong Ahn Ma, Checkpoint for Border Trade, Border, Border Trade

This research purposes to 1) study agencies’ roles and actions which influence economic
activities in the trading area of the Chong Ahn Ma checkpoint for border trade 2) explore background
and characteristics of trade in the area, and 3) provide guidelines for trading management in the area.
The study was conducted by applying qualitative research methodology which focused on interviewing
informants, small group conversations, and mixed with quantitative research methodology which
collected quantitative data; survey of consumers and consumption within the bordering area by using
simple survey forms. The interviews were conducted both formally and informally. Non-participant
observation was also applied for associating regional contexts with the border trading management.
The collected data were treated and consolidated practical policy recommendations for both the
border trade development in general and specifically for regional levels.

The results reveal as followings;

Firstly, the bordering area of the Chong Ahn Ma emerged in the post “Battle-Field to Trading-
Field” policy, similar to other bordering areas in Thailand. Official border trading was uplifted to the
temporarily permitted area in 1996. Thus official regulations were utilized to control border trade.
Howerver, the trade in the Chong Ahn Ma has flexible characteristics. However, the trade in the Chong
Ahn Ma conducted among local people is flexible with no high trade values. The present trading area
has been more strictly controlled than it was in the past as well as the amount of trade has been
more sizable. The border trade has been vigorous as transporting routes were improved so that they
allowed travelling convenience so that higher amount of tourists could travel to the area. The present
trading area has been more strictly controlled than it was in the past as well as the amount of trade
has been more sizable. Also, there was an attempt to elevate the permitted area to a permanent
checkpoint.

Secondly, there were two main types of agency partaking in the Chong Ahn Ma trading zone
development. Those included governmental agency and the citizen one. Most of the citizen agencies
were minor dealers. Private sectors that were major dealers and civil society rather had meager roles.
There was an exemption that applied to private entrepreneurs in the past. For example, wood traders
who play a key role in road development. Based on the fact that the Chong Ah Ma is located in the
bordering area but it was declared as a permitted area without concise demarcation, claiming right of
control of the area has led to overlapped rules and laws among the governmental agencies. As a
result, the trading area management and international trading procedures were deemed ineffective.

The government sectors should manage the border trade at the Chong Ahn Ma area by
considering the traders’ participation. It could be managed by setting up a trading area management
committee. Ambiguity of the amount of the traders should be resolved. The trading areas should be
rearranged and improved to meet hygienic standards. In case the area has not elevated to the
permanent checkpoint yet, the government organization should facilitate to disseminate concise
information and build up better understanding to the traders. Also, in the future, the government
sectors should implement online data management in order to store and recall relevant information

for more systematic development.



