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Abstract

This research studies position of the people in, dramatically changing, Thai politics
over a decade through relationship between political party and people especially in party’s
activities on election campaign and surveys power boundaries of actors and institutions as a

circumstances influenced position of the people.

An analysis based on primary documents from political parties and involved
organizations, a secondary source from news, documents, research articles and papers about
elections and Thai politics. In depth interviews and participant observation also employed

during the 24™ March 2019 election.

Main findings are as followings; First elites have designed political institutions and
election system to preserve their dominant role in initiating, proposing, and implementing
policies in favor to their class interest. Second the people play less and inferior role in
politics than those of non-majoritarian institutions. Third “the people” during the election
usually mean ordinary and marginal people while after the election the people tend to be
middle class. Fourth political party must take a stance with the people while government’s
stance is variety. Fifth election and political party are factor that empower people. Sixth
duality between individual and totality-the people is indispensable component of the

people.

Keywords: election, political party, the people, Thai politics
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Gerrymandering, explained

Three different ways to divide 50 people into five districts

50 1. Perfect 2. Compact, 3. Neither compact
people representation but unfair nor fair

.{_

——

60% blue, 3 blue districts, 5 blue districts, 2 blue districts,
40% red 2 red districts 0 red districts 3 red districts
BLUE WINS BLUE WINS RED WINS
WASHINGTONPOST.COM/WONKBLOG Adapted from Stephen Nass

un: wilsdefun Washington Post
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AINANITDURAN UYL INSDURNIEAINLANVDINUAINAS NUIYANUINNITVINUINUIEUD ‘AL
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