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Abstract

The research— The Promotion of the Baan Huay Ton Noon Trading Post into a
Permanent Checkpoint and the Development of Infrastructure of Mae Hong Son Province has
three main research questions. They are— first, how does the promotion of the Baan Huay Ton
Noon trading post into a permanent checkpoint help develop the cross-border relationships of
designated communities and targeted areas?; second, how do physical infrastructure and Thai
bureaucratic systems shape the development in the areas?; and third, how does the promotion
of the Huay Ton Noon trading post affect the Thai government’s management on border
security? This research used a qualitative method, with the survey of first-hand sources, which
are government documents, related research papers, and online news reports, regarding the
development of the promotion of Huay Ton Noon into a permanent checkpoint. Researchers
had also visited the field in order to check the development with a technique of non-participant
observation. This allowed them to discuss the topic with a variety of state agencies, both civil
and security ones, at different levels of provincial, district, and local. The field research included
meetings with cross- border trade operators, business people, and local communities’
representatives who are multi- stakeholders of the development projects in Mae Hong Son
Province. In-depth, informal, and focus group interviews were employed to acquire data with 82
key informants and other relevant stakeholders.

Research findings show that the promotion of Huay Ton Noon into a permanent
checkpoint has advanced the incumbently informal cross-border relationships based on kinship
and ethnic networks. These relationships have ignited the Thai state to improve the formal
relationship with the local and national states of Myanmar. The strength of both relationships is
an important mechanism the Thai state adopts to necessitate the development projects. This
research indicates that the establishment of coomnmunity and infrastructure on the Thai side has
been directed by the political economy of Myanmar. The construction of roads, in particular,
was in the past employed to represent the state's power and existence. Furthermore, the
development of infrastructure and other projects reflected the bureaucratic systems in border
control with specific regulations. It is that Thai national security affairs department has played a
more dominant role in controlling the borders. This research discovers that both Thai and
Myanmar governments still consider the troubling boundary demarcation vital to their border
security, leading to halts of other development projects. Finally, Myanmar politics is another
important factor that sustains the Thai military’ s authority to manage and control the borders

of Mae Hong Son in the present times.



