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Abstract

This research aims to explores potentials of tourism cities in neighboring countries and
opportunities for developing sister cities, particularly in tourism activities, between Thailand
and Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam. Study areas in this research consist of Chiang Rai province,
Thailand and Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam (CLVT) countries. The research also presents
potentials of tourism cities in CLVT countries in relation to link with ASEAN’s tourism strategy
and guidelines for development of sister cities in CLVT countries. These may lead to closer
cooperation between CLVT countries, direct benefits to local people, as well as enhancing
participation between local organisations and public and private sectors.

The research initiated by analysis of building relationship of sister cities at present in
the European Union (EU) countries. Then, the research conducted in-depth interview and
observation as main methodologies. The latter focused on tourism resources in terms of
geographical features, environment, culture, history, way of life, and tourism policy from many
countries in order to match familiar of minor cities across CLVT countries. In addition, these
criteria were applied in order to identify potentials and possibilities of sister cities’
development. Then, policy suggestions for enhancement of sister cities’ collaboration in terms
of tourism activities in CLVT countries will be made.

Results show that sister cities in the EU countries have main objectives for international
collaborations, conflict reductions between countries in the EU. In addition, sister cities will
promote journey of local citizens between both countries. Sister cities are often found in the
cities that have prominent geological features, fascinating cultural activities, and unique of
way of life. These factors bring about more understand between people in the countries.

In addition, results from in-depth interview with staffs; who involve with tourism
management across the CLVT countries; found that these countries have relationship of sister
cities according to the Ayeyawady - Chao Phraya - Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy
(ACMECS) framework. The framework aims to support relationship towards commerce and
investment in two aspects. First, sister cities which have joining borders together. Second, sister
cities which have not joining border together. It can be claimed that more possibility of
successful sister cities is the cities that have joining borders together. There are Chiang Rai,

Thailand and Luang Namtha, Laos. The most success factor is interconnection between public



and private sectors of the two cities. In contrast, sister cities for tourism between Chiang Rai,
Thailand and Mondulkiri in Cambodia and Lao Cai in Vietnam have a relationship in inter-
countries pattern. This pattern has less connection and less coordination between local
people, communities, tourism organisations.

Thus, suggestions from this research consists of: (I) to promote sister cities policy for
tourism between CLVT countries, (I) to implement continuously of sister cities policy from
central government to local organisations, (lll) to utilise tourism resources from each potential

sister cities in order to promote other international relations.
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