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Abstract

This research was an extended study of "non-structural measures for disaster risk
reduction, earthquake and building collapse in Thailand", through which the researcher found
several issues and limitations in the laws used for disaster management in Thailand, for
example, the current disaster laws are unorganized and not systematic; filled with overlapping
regulations and unclear responsible parties, and faulty distribution of authority across
departments. This research, therefore, focused on the issues and limitations of these laws.
The objectives were to: (1) compile disaster-related laws in Thailand; (2) systematically
categorize disaster-related laws using French legal code as a model; and (3) propose guidelines
for improving disaster laws, outlining the "Draft Code on National Disaster" by means of
documentary research that studies and compiles relevant laws, documents, information, and
research from books, academic journals, government documents, and related laws both

domestically and internationally, as well as in-depth interviews from people involved.

The results of the study had led to the "Integrated Code on Disaster Management".
The researcher had compiled, analyzed, and categorized Thai laws related to disaster
management, and outlined a draft code according to the new drafting concept, without
amending the principles of the laws compiled under the Code or establishing any new
principles or rules. The researcher divided the outline of the draft code into 6 major parts:
Part 1, Central Law; Part 2, Disaster Management Law; Part 3, Disaster Law; Part 4, Prevention
and Rehabilitation of Post-Disaster Environment Law; Part 5, Victim Assistance and Remediation

Law; and Part 6, Preparation of Disaster Guidelines.

In addition, the researcher had made suggestions for the amendments of the central
law, namely the Public Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Act, B.E. 2550, and the drafting

process for the Code on National Disaster of Thailand.

Firstly, the definition of "disaster" in the Disaster Prevention and Mitigation Act, B.E.2550
should be revised to become more up-to-date and cover every type of disaster. The origin of

the “Committee” under Section 7 should be revised so that the committee comprehensively



represents all sectors, both government and private sectors. Contribution to the correction
of problems related to disasters should be promoted among all sectors. “Local administrative
organizations” should have more authority and independence in dealing with disasters as they
are the agencies closest to the affected communities. The concept of "traceability" should
also be emphasized while laws related to "other liabilities of the state" should be approved
so that the operations of the government officials are traceable and that more citizens will be
entitled to state remedies in the event of a disaster. An "ad hoc disaster recovery fund" should
be established while insurance should be applied to reduce the financial burden of the state.
Disaster information centers should be established to coordinate with relevant government
agencies and provide information to the public through various easily accessible

communication channels.

Secondly, the drafting process for the Disaster Code involving the compilation of
disaster-related laws in the form of legal code, and the preparation of subordinate legislation
for each type of disaster need to be adjusted. Different types of disasters share different levels
of complexity, thus require different management. Therefore, specific sub-laws or a sub-
committee must be there to respond to each type of disaster. This shall lead to effective
disaster response, specific expertise, and easier implementation. It is also the way to eliminate
old-fashioned laws; modernize legal regulations to be applicable to the changing world;
reduce conflict of laws; put things into a system, allowing faster operations and more
accessible assistance to the people, as well as a better understanding of their rights to receive

public remediation as granted by the law.
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