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Abstract

The study of Data and Knowledge for Agricultural Development and Appropriated
Alternative Occupation Coexisting with Nan Forest and Land Management (Nan Forum) has 3
objectives; 1) to manage data and knowledge on production and marketing for analyzing the
production and service sectors and also demonstrate alternative job models in research areas,
2) to create a learning process “Nan Forum” as a Social learning Space to support the
production and service sectors for sustainable land and forest utilization and 3) to synthesize
the lesson learned in pilot areas and communicate the recommendations on alternative
occupations and a community circular economy to Nan Civil society. The pilot areas consisted
of Muang Jang Subdistrict in Phupieng District, Na Rai Luang Subdistrict in Song Kwa District
and Phukha Subdistrict in Pua District. All data from research had been analyzed and
synthesize to design the suitable models in developing value chain based on social and

natural resources capitals and local production for occupations and incomes of local people.

The results of the research found farmers needed to be upskilled and encouraged
on innovations, technologies, knowledge and new management skills in production. These
initiatives will empower farmers and they could be resistant in product development. This
research found two possible alternatives; 1) to develop high quality of agricultural products
that can response to premium or high-end market for example organic vegetables and 2) to
encourage farmers or young entrepreneurs on value added by agricultural products’
processing and new products for example new products from mango, lychee, banana.
Therefore, The development of agriculture and alternative occupations required systematic
approach, especially, in productions’ infrastructures which was the water drain system. Water
network for agricultural production is significant component along with forest restoration. The
water management required 1) data on water mapping, 2) mechanism of water management,
3) technologies and innovations and 4) sources of funds and supporters to develop water
supply system to production area. These would support farmers in capacity of production and

increase their incomes.

Keywords: Knowledge Management, alternative occupations, land and forest management,

Social Learning space, Nan forum
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