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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) explore success stories of farmers who transformed their
farming systems from monoculture into integrated farming, 2) explore success stories
towards the connections between production and appropriate marketing of integrated farms,
3) compare the different success stories between monoculture and integrated farming, and
4) propose guidelines towards policies and practices on the promotion of integrated para
rubber farming system. This qualitative research employed interviews as research
instruments. Target population were 31 farmers who employed integrated para rubber farms
in Northern, Eastern, Northeastern, and Southern of Thailand. Content analysis was used for
data analysis. The primary results were presented among selected members of National

Farmers Council for important reflections.

Results revealed that the monoculture averagely made net profit 5,000 baht per rai;
whilst the integrated para rubber farming system made net profit around 10,000 — 30,000
baht per rai. The categorization of farmers in different study areas by grading into A+, A, B,
C, and D revealed that none of farmers in Chachoengsao ranked in A+ or A group while two
out of four farmers were ranked in C group. However, more than half of famers in Trang
were ranked in A+ and A groups. Farmers in Phitsanulok were ranked in A+, C, and D group
evenly (two farmers each) whereas there was none ranked in A and B groups. The study in
Bueng Kan revealed that there were only two out of eleven farmers that ranked in A group
whilst the rest were ranked in B, C, and D groups. The research result indicated different
successfulness among different study areas. The key success factor was the management.
The proposed policies suggested government on the promotion of integrated para rubber
farming system which brought about more sustainable regarding career persistence and more
diversified agricultural productions. This could help reduce para rubber farm area indirectly.
The government should promote bamboo planting integrated in para rubber farms and make
use of bamboo to create bamboo-related innovations and products for economic value
creation that could positively effecting community, local and societal level. Development
of local researchers within communities will allow community people to analyze, plan and
identify their own future. Furthermore, related government organizations should support

farmers’ needs when they already identified their own future by using community process.
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