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Abstract
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Project title . The Study of Canal Tourism Potential in the Northern and
Northeastern Regions of Thailand.
Investigator . Asst. Prof. Dr. Prateep Vacheethongratana (Suan Sunandha
Rajabhat University)

Project duration : 8 months

This study was under the research plan of the official report of the
potential of canal tourism in Thailand. The objectives of the study consist of four items,
which were 1) to survey waterway tourism resources, 2) to analyze and assess the
potential of the waterway touristy sites, 3) to create a database of canal tourism
resources and 4) to synthesize specific guidelines for the development of canal tourism
potential in the northern and northeastern regions. Mix method research has been
used in this study. The methods implemented included the study of concepts, theories
and related research, including field research. Empirical data were carefully collected
by surveys, structured interviews, evaluations and observations. The primary
informants were local leaders or villagers in the community who were canal tour
managers, local government officials, private-sector representatives and academic
experts.

The results show the important factors for the development of the canal
touristy potential development in the northern and northeastern region as follows: 1)
The development of people involved in the canal tourism operation, 2) tourism and
product development, 3) tourism service development and 4) canal tourism awareness
development. From the previously mentioned factors, the guidelines for the
development of canal tourism potential have the following steps: 1) study the
readiness of the area, 2) create knowledge and understanding of the development of
canal tourism, 3) develop management mechanisms, 4) develop tourist sites and
community products, 5) investigate and get over operational problems, 6) improve the
management of waterway tourism, 7) build a canal tourism network and 8) marketing

and public relations for canal tourism.

Keywords: Canal tourism, Thai canal



