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Abstract

The research on the indigenous coommunity rights of Lan Na: the case study
of the Lua, Yuan, Lue, and Karen communities in Nan, Phrae, and Chiang Mai, aims
at studying the concept of the community rights developmat of Lan Na in the past
until the present. For historical study, the researchers will make use of traditional
manuscripts, some of which have been transliterated, some have not, for documentary
rescarch. Then further conduct field investigation in present-day situation in ordér to
find out how traditions and rituals which are related to the communal rights function
in each particular field and case-study.

Nowadays, there are conflicts and communtiy rights abuses in the North due
to the mismanagement of natural resources including land, water, and forest. This has
led to conflicts between lowlanders and highlanders, and between the Thai state and
the people. Some case-studies in the area where problems have occurred are well-
chosen including the case of dam construction in Tamboon Saieb, Amphor Song,
‘phrae, the problems of water management in Amphor Chiang Muan, Phayao, and
problem of forest management in Ban luang, Amphor Chomthong, Chiang Mai.

The result of the research is expected to be useful in terms of building
common understanding, reducing the conflicts and stopping the abuses of people's
community rights in Northern Thailand particularly among those communities which
had been the aborigines of Lanna in the past.
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