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Performance study of hybrid thermoelectric solar collectors

Abstract

The hybrid thermoelectric solar collectors are investigated in this study, which divide in

three main parts as follow:

First, this project compares the potential of thermoelectric power modules and cooling
modules to generate electrical power when each is being used to generate the power from a
low intensity heat source. Two commercial thermoelectric power models and two cooling
models were tested under variation of the temperature difference between the hot and cold
sides of the thermoelectric module. The generating performance of a thermoelectric module is
evaluated in terms of its power output while an economic analysis is investigated based on the
cost per watt. The results show that a thermoelectric cooling module is a promising device for

generating power from a low intensity heat source.

Second, a hybrid TE solar air collector has been developed and tested. The TE solar
collector was composed of transparent glass, air gap, an absorber plate, thermoelectric
modules and rectangular fin heat sink. The incident solar radiation heats up the absorber plate
so that a temperature difference is created between the thermoelectric modules that generate a
direct current. Only a small part of the absorbed solar radiation is converted to electricity, while
the rest increases the temperature of the absorber plate. The ambient air flows through the
heat sink located in the lower channel to gain heat. The heated air then flows to the upper
channel where it receives additional heating from the absorber plate. Improvements to the
thermal and overall efficiencies of the system can be achieved by the use of the double pass
collector system and TE technology. Results show that the thermal efficiency increases as the
air flow rate increases. Meanwhile, the electrical power output and the conversion efficiency

depended on the temperature difference between the hot and cold side of the TE modules. At a

temperature difference of 22.80C, the unit achieved a power output of 2.13 W and the
conversion efficiency of 6.17%. An electromechanical, single axis sun tracking system is
integrated with the hybrid thermoelectric solar air collector. The performance measurements of
a hybrid thermoelectric solar air collector were carried out first when the hybrid thermoelectric
solar air collector was in a fixed position and then the hybrid thermoelectric solar air collector
was controlled while tracking the sun on solar altitude angle and the necessary measurements

was performed. The data obtained from the measurements were compared, it was seen that



the output power and thermal gain were increased by 21.7% and 21% respectively, compared

to that for a fixed mounted system.

Third, performances and economic analyses of a hybrid thermoelectric (TE) solar water
heater have been studied. The hybrid TE solar water heater was composed of transparent
glass, air gap, an absorber plate, thermoelectric modules, water cooled heat sinks and storage
water tank.. The experiment shows that the thermal and overall efficiencies increase as the

water flow rate increases. The maximum and overall efficiencies were 74.9 and 77.3%,

respectively, at the water flow rate of 0.33 kg/s. At a temperature difference of 27.1 °C, the unit
achieved a power output of 3.6 W. Moreover, economic analysis indicates that the payback
period of the hybrid TE solar water heater operates at the water flow rate of 0.33 kg/s is shorter

and higher IRR.
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Item Water flow rate (kg/s)
0.13 0.2 0.26 0.33
First cost (Baht) 31040 31040 31040 31040
Life cycle (years) 15 15 15 15
Pump power (W) 37.5 55 62 70
Electrical cost (Baht/year) 189 277 312 352
Energy saving (Baht/year) 2003.89 4095.98 5150.74 6201.78

Note: 1 USD = 35 Baht
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First cost = Annual energy saving x SPWF (i, n) (8)

gl spwp o U+ -1

i(l+i)
SPWF fa series present worth factor
i Anaanide, %

=} £ =1
n ﬂamqmﬂmm, 7]



MU RIaNaIN U = wasaw Wi AlEiniinTaw + wadsaw Wil Nuaalaain
rasluBLanNIN — wasaw AU

immmﬁu“quﬁas:mnmﬁga@hmmmwﬁhﬁugammsﬂsmﬂ'@wé'amu

%

lunlanziszoznmaunuldaisuyfgiuasi

1. szpzamfhaindwnld 210 Tudel (Lifatngau)
2. WA INHNNR lelade 2.5 Wh
3. aaaanide 6%

4. 1WA 3 uneia kWh

a13797 4 uFAINIANAATEgMEaINnIUSuIAsudanmylnazasi 4 é wudrdanig
& Y A & A o A Ao
vL%a"l]ﬂ\?%’]@j\ﬁi?(ﬂlﬁﬁzﬂﬁfygﬂ’]ﬂunuauﬂq@ LLﬂza@lina@laULLﬂuﬂqﬂlufﬂﬂq@ ﬂﬂ']']ﬂaﬂa@li']ﬂivL%a

2911 0.33 kg/s Iﬁiwmmﬁuﬁu 6.1 U uazaasnanauunuwnali 18.52%

TN 4 HAMIIANTALATHIAFAS

Item Water flow rate (kg/s)
0.13 0.2 0.26 0.33
Payback period (years) 455 10.4 7.7 6.1
IRR (%) 0 10.52 14.51 18.52

Gl

Y

ANAUTIFONNATLUUNRNANN T WAL TS LU B LA NS NA NI UNEAYNTo UaNINTONES

Twille 36 w ﬁwa@mszmwqm%gﬁéﬁﬁamm:@ﬁmﬁumaaLﬁaﬂNELﬁﬂw%ﬂ 27.1°C

ﬂszﬁmﬁmwmeﬁmamwwmﬁaamﬁmi"lmmadml,wmu ﬂi:ﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂ’]WL“ﬁdﬂ’J’miﬂ%gd q@ﬁa

]
=

74.9% N8N TR 0.33 kg/s sanInNAMhTaunaminil 40 16 900 Aasdain Fszoziian

ﬁuvﬁm 6.1 1 uazaauanauunwnely 18.52%




Output N1 laa1nn1slasens
International journals

Lertsatitthanakorn, C., Khasee N., Atthajariyakul, S., Soponronnarit S., Therdyothin A. and
Ryosuke O. Suzuki, 2008, Performance analysis of a double-pass thermoelectric solar air
collector, Solar Energy Materials and Solar Cells, Vol. 92, pp. 1105-1109. (Impact factor =
2.788)

Lertsatitthanakorn C, Srisuwan W., Thanachayanont C., Vorasigha A. and Maneewan S.,
2009, Comparative investigation of thermoelectric power and cooling modules, Experimental

Techniques, accepted (Impact factor = 0.268)
International conferences

Khasee N., Bubphachot B. and Lertsatitthanakorn C., A sun-tracking system for a double-
pass thermoelectric solar air collector, World Renewable Energy Congress-Asia 2009, 19-22
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