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Abstract

Project Code: RSA/3/2542

Project Title: Grammar of Southern Kham Tibetan

Principle Investigator: Assistant Professor Dr. Krisadawan Hongladarom (Chulalongkorn
University)

E-mail Address: Krisadawan H@Chula.ac.th

Project Duration: 3 years

This project is aimed to analyze grammatical characteristics of two southern
dialects of Kham Tibetan, namely the Rgyalthang dialect spoken in Digin Tibetan
Autonomous Prefecture, Yunnan Province, and the Bathang dialect spoken in Ganzi
Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province. Specifically, it investigates grammatical
categories pertaining to the verb phrase and those to the noun phrase, particularly
grammatical relations and case-marking patterns. As a follow-up to the previous project
on Rgyalthang grammar, the project additionally examines Rgyalthang discourse in order
to find out more about certain grammatical attributes. The general questions posed in
this research are: whether Rgyalthang grammar is similar to or different from the
grammar of the Bathang dialect, and how these similarities or differences lead to the
conclusion about grammar of southern Kham Tibetan.

The methodology used in this study include (1) document research on linguistic
situation in East Tibet, Tibetan grammar, Tibetan dialects, and typological patterns in
other languages, and (2) fieldwork at Rgyalthang (Zhongdian), Bathang, and other towns
where Khampa Tibetans reside. Among the various fieldwork methods used are
elicitation of data from informants and language consultants, recordings and
transcriptions of folktales and narratives, the analysis of grammatical characteristics from
these texts, interviewing, participant-observation, and the survey of other dialects of
Kham Tibetan in order to find out about general linguistic and cultural situation of this
region and make a conclusion about grammar of southern Kham Tibetan.

It is found that Rgyalthang grammar is both similar to and different from Bathang
grammar. Ergative marking in Rgyalthang has a distinctive pattern, which is not found in
Bathang and other Kham dialects such as Dege (northern Kham). Topic marking in
Rgyalthang is similar to that in Bathang and shows close interaction with ergative
marking. Like Central Tibetan, auxiliaries in Rgyalthang and Bathang are grammaticalized

from copula verbs and motion verbs. These verbs mark novel features (i.e. aspect,
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participant perspective, mirativity and evidentiality) which constitute grammar of Modern
Spoken Tibetan. Such attricutes as the use of double possessives, the development of
secondary verbs to indicate aspect and modality, the existence of complex pronominal
paradigms, and the lack of verbal inflections to indiate tense and mood, can be claimed
to be characteristic of southern Kham Tibetan as a whole, though there are differences

- among Kham varieties. :

This research contributes to linguistic research in East Tibet and leads to more
investigation of such important issues as the description of non-Tibetan languages
spoken in the same area, language contact among these languages, development of
linguae francae. It also poses questions on issues related to ethnohistory and culture
such as memory of local history, ethnic identity, impacts of globalization and economic
development in China on traditional way of life, and interactions among the Tibetans
and other ethnic minorities.

Keywords: Tibetan Grammar, Morpho-syntax, Tibeto-Burman Language Family, Kham
Tibetan, East Tibet (Kham)
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