Politics and the Construction of Thai Identity

by Kukrit Pramoj*

Kukrit Pramoj was Thailand’s Prime Minister between 1975 and 1976, and is
regarded as one of the most outstanding intetiectuals in Thailand since World War 11.
As a result, a pumber of intellectuals, thinkers, and journalists have written about him
and his works, either attacking or praising him. Some of these writers give details of
Kukrit’s life, while others emphasize his thoughts regarding certain issues. As a
resuit, it is difficuli to obtain a hofistic mdaé'tanding bf Kukrit’s thought and its
profound influence en Thai society.

This paper places an emphasis on the explanation and analysis of the
establishment of Kukrit’s concept of That identity since his time as a politician after
World War 1I. The paper will explain how the Thai politics of different periods
directly affected the significance of certain components of “Theiness.” With changes
in the political situation, Kukrit would either alter the meaning of these components or
change their emphasis. As a result, the “Thainess” which he created was subtly
chanped while iis main framework was ieft intact. This chanpe of meanings or
emphasis, accerding to changes in the political context, enabled his “Thainess™ to
keep its main framework unaltered, thus maintaining its profound affect over the
“political silence” in the Thai state for decades. Despite certain “gaps™ existing within
the elements of “”i“hainess,” this concept ted to the political movement of Dctober 14,
1973 and to October 6, 1976 as well as the peasants’ movements in the provinces.

However these movements were mostly weak dug to either the rapid loss of support
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from society or the lack of societal support from the begipning. This situation was

, affected by the infiuence of the main stream of “Thainess.” Kukrit played an
iumportant role in creating and maintaining its clear meaning so that “Thainess” has
defined Thai identity throughout the past four decades.

Politics and the Construction of “Thainess” during the government of

Field Marshal Phibunsongkhram (1948 — 1957)

Immediately after the end of World War 11, there was an important change in
Thai politics. The political clique led by Dr. Pridi Phanomybng became increasingly
powerful with the Seree Thai (I'ree Thai Movement) as s power base. At the same
time, Field Marshal Phibunsongkhram lost power and the army lost its prestige as a
result of its defeat in the war. The Thai political arena had been opened up for the
mvolvermnent of alternative groups and Kukrit was among those who tried to gain
political power through the parliamentary system.

" Kukrit was by birth ranked at the lower end of royalty and, according to
traditional rules, he was not entitled to be rioyal.I However, there were some factors
~ that brought Kukrit's family close to the royal family and gave him the opportunity to
encounter the monarch when he was younp.” There was an episode during his youth
when he almost ran into King Rama VI and bumped the King who almost fell. The
King used his cane to lock Kukrit’s head and said “If it were former times and you ran
into me causing me to fall down the stairs and die, they would cut off your head for
seven generations.” Kukrit was so scared that he prostrated himseif before the King.?
While still in his youth, which he spent clese to the palace, Kukyit had the opportunity
to observe high-ranking nobles in the administration. He also Jearned the history of
his own family, which used to be wealthy because Kukrit’s ancestor was the daﬁghter
of & wealthy Chinese family. However, the family of his Serene Highness Khamrop,
Kukrit’s father, faced roval wrath during the reign of King Rama V and was
financially ruined. His father was forced to become a peddler selling jiyjuba fruits. His
father’s life took a turn for the better under the patronage of Somdet Phra
Siphatcharinthara, the Queen of King Rarma V, and subseguenily he became the
Police Department’s Director General for seventeen years. The Queen used to held




Kukrit in her arms and named him “Kukrit.” Moreover in his youth, Kukrit received
an awatd from the Queen becanse he could angwer puzzles conterning literature while
older people could not do so.*

The affect from the “power” which Kukrit and his family experienced—as
well as from his perception concerning the great influence from the Bunnag family
{(his mother’s forefathers)-—were probabiy infiuential in the thinking of an inteiligent
man like Kukrit in his quest for power, After his graduation fiom QOxford University
with honors in 1933, his search for power seemed to be relatively easy due to the
change of political regime in the previous year. However, while his situation became
difficoit due to his powetiessness and “no protection™ during World War 11, these
difficulties probably increased his ability to acquire a position of national leadership.
The following episcde was an important memory for Kukrit;

...After leaving the civil service, [I] had no protection. [I]

was conscripted when the conscription season came and {I}

became Private First Class ...The Indochina ...Southeast Asian

Wars erupted, both times ! was conscripted. [I] had no

protection... I was discharged in the forest outside Keng Tung and

had to return by foot. . *

M.R. Phakphring Thongyai, Kukrit’s former wife, talked about his condition
after the war :

At that time, v;/e were poor. Kukrit suffered a great deal

after the war. That was durinp Pridi’s time. Kukrit had no job, no

money, fto house of his ewn...°

Despite his direct involvement in politics in the 1950s, Kukrit did not abandon
his dream to become the Prime Minister. The founding of the Siar: Rath Newspaper
provided him with a new avenue to reach that poal. A well-known astrologer
predicted that Kukrit's luck would eventually give him an opportunity to become the
Prime Minister and this prediction encouraged his hopes.’

Prior to his direct involvement in politics, Kukrit foundf;d'the Progressive
Party and subsequentiy, in collaboration with other politicians, founded the
Democratic Party. During that time, Kuknit was not powerful enough to become the
head of the party and remained its Secretary-General. His involvement in politics

during this first period afforded him success as the Deputy Minister of Finance, the



Deputy Minister of Commerce, the Secretary—Gerié‘rz‘il of the Constitution Drafting
Commission, and as a Member of Parliament. All these roles were short-lived. Afier
the power to govern fell from the hands of Pridi’s clique, the power ‘was returned to
the Commander of the Army and Field Marsha! Phibunsongkhram, who became
Prime Minister for the second time shortly after the 1947 coup.

With the loss of opportunity to be Prime Minister in the foreseeable fiture,
Kukrit tried to find 2 new venue that empowered his charisma. He alse hoped te be
able to prevent Pridi’s return to power. Kukrit thought that if he could eliminate
?Pridi’s political strength once and for all, it would debilitate the socialist influence in
Thailand as well. The new method that Kukrit discovered was in line with his
family’s royal background and 1t also responded to the situation within the country
where various groups felt insecure. This new method was the construction of
“Thainess.”

" Kukrit was well aware thaf “whoever wanted to have the Thai people’s respect

and loyalty,” would have te “demonstrate virtue and ability...Jand] respect and faith

would be an everlasting result.”® There were two types of power: |
... The first type came from a person who had the strength

1o ordet the people and was catled political power... whereas the

second type of power came from the respect and faith of the

people... called charismatic power...”

At the same time, Kukrit thought that the idea of giving meaning to
surroundings was part of human natare. Giving this meaning fed to the ‘rise of truih
called “assumed truth” which “was a necessity to lay down principle or to determine
the relationships as well as the success in discursive practice.”'® As a result, Kukrit
decided to build his charismatic power through the construction of “assumed truth”
that involved the creation of “Thainess.” This would contribute to making him
powerful, intelligent, and recetving power through the respect of the peeple. This
charismatic power could easily be transformed into the highest political power at a
time when the political situation facilitated such a change. Moreover, the building of
“ﬁdness” and iis acceptance among the Thai peopie, could also link Kukrit
personally to this “Thainess,” further enhancing his charisma. Such a method suited
Kukrit who had no political base with the army or the police department and had no



wealth and no social connections to strengthen the political party. His high birth and
intelligence were his only assets.

Given his roval background, Kukrit built up “Thainess” by showing the Thai
people that during the Absolute Monarchy Thailand was better off than the period
after the 1932 coup because kingship strengthened the people’s well being. The above
image helped, first, 1o expunge the lepacy and the political influence of Pridi and his
clique who were responsible for the destruction of the Chakri Dynasty’s power. It
also helped Kukrit to link himself personally with the royal family. This paved the
way to uplift “low-ranking nobles™ to higher positions through the use of his intimacy
with the king and his knowiedge of the nobles® high culture. Shorily thereafier, Kukrit
was able to portray the nobles’ kigh culture as the representation of That culture as 2
whole. This had such an impact that the “middle class” culture which the government
of Phibunsongkhram ftried to impose—such as the classless Thai language—Ilost its
strenpth. The building of “Thainess™ o achieve the above purpose was ciearly evident
in his novel, Si Phaendin.

Prior to the writing of S¢ Phaendin in 1949, Kukrit clarified and enhanced
“Thainess” in his historical novel Sam Kok Chabap Naithun : Ton Benghek Phu
Thuk Kiun Thang Pen. His aim was to destroy Pridi’s influence and, at the same
time, taise the prestige of the army. In this novel, Kukrit characterized Benghet as the
Thai people’s leader who was fighting with Khongbeng. His style of writing was so
realistic it seemed as if the story actually happened during the period of the Three
Kingdoms in China. In this novel, Kukrit suppested that fove of the country was
inherent in human nature, “anyone would love his country”.!" Moreover, he created
the definition of the “Thai nation” by emphasizing the “nation™ as being united by
race, that is, the emphasis on i:he Thai race as the descendants of the Thai ancestors
since the time of the Buddha.'? He also stressed the “Thais as the people of mattial
race:”

...This war is the war of the race... We are Thais and

endure the suffering for each other...the Thais are a martial race...

when the nation needs us, everyone is ready o sacrifice for the

king end for the nation..."?

The essence of the “Thai nation”, comprised of the “Thai race” and the habit
of “getting infuriated on behalf of their countrymien”, was inherited from the



“Thainess” which Luang Wichit Wathakan had created.' Kukrit also inherited the
idea regarding the character of “loyalty in the country’s independence,” which Prince
Damrong used to emphasize.’’ He explained that the “Thai people can withstand
everything except being the vanquished.”'® When Khongbeng defeated them, the Thai
people decided to migrate southward.

The fortification of the army’s prestige was a theme throughout Sam Kok
Chabap Nai Thun. Apart from showinp the bravery of the Thai soldiers in batilc
scenes, he frequently used the terms “soldiers of brave spirit” and “soldiers’ honor”."”
Kuknt was well-aware that anybody who did not receive support from the military
would have no chance to become Prime Minister. The way to make the Thai army,
which had been defeated during World War 11, feel that it-continued fo retain fuil
henor and prestige was not so different from Benghek’s army which was defeated by
Khongbeng. If he could achieve this, the Thai army would be satisfied with Kukrit.

With regards to the policy of destroying Pridi’s political influence, Kukrit
used the method of comparison of Pridi with Khongbeng by calling the latter “7Than
Achan Yai"'® This term, which means high respected professor, had been used
among the close circle to refer to Pridi. Kukrit explained the ruthlessness with which
“Than Achan Yai” acted toward the Thai people. This included the plan to “swallow
the That nah'oﬁ until there was no country teft,” implying Pridi, whom a lot of peopie
believed to be a communist, would wipe out the Thai natton. This idea was associated
with the communist principle that there was no individual nation but an international
community. Moreover, Kukrit explained that “Than Achan Yai had a lot “of
fotlowers... but fhe] leaped 250 sen {equivaient to 10,000 meiers] from danger,
abandoned his followers... to die for him at the waterfrent. This was a tormal
behavior of Than Achan Yai who fled for his own safety.””® Kukrit intended to
remind the readers of Pridi who had sought political asylum in Mainland China.

Apart from making Dr. Pridi an enemy of the “That nation™, Sam Kok
Chabap Naithun also made another enemy—the Chinese who had invaded That
territory since ancient times and imposed great misery on the Thai people. The Thai
people refused to subdue, migrated to the south, and built a more prosperous Thai
nation. Kukrit emphasized that until today, |

...our fighting is not over... there is no question that we

will continue to fight... We can no longer use the migration of our



ancestors as a lesson because there is no more country to expand...
Our country was as old as any othet nation on eaith. We inhetited
an invaluable legacy from cur ancestors and we have a sole duty to

protect it. The Thai nation must exist. She must not be swallowed

up...2°

The above emphasis was important given that the Chinese Communist Party
.had just achieved victory in Mainland China and the fear of communism had
increased in Thailand, Kukrit also stipulated a framewark for the relationship between
the Thais and Chinese in Thailand in Sam Kok Chabap Nai Thun. The Chinese in
Thailand were unable to return to China afier World War II, therefore, this
refationship should be ciose and long lasting. Kukrit proposed that
...even with different nationals and different tonpues,

[they] continue to love each other. Personal love of these people is

universal and boundless. ..except if it is counter io the interests of

the Thai people or the Thai nation.. If' it is a necessity to fight with

_these foreign friends for the benefit of our nation, we have to fight
relentlessly...2" _

In 87 Phaendin the role of Pridi as “the other” was again stressed. Kukrit did
not meniion Pridi by name in this novel bui used the novel to show the negative
changes in Thailand since the 1932 coup led by Pridi. He argued that this coup had

. caused Thailand, which ngviou,sly had “no politics™, to experience ‘politics” and this
| had contributed to disunity, chaos, and loss of security. It also created
misunderstandings among kin. Those who used io assist each other had become more
cautious and had stopped theit mutual support” Moreover, Kukrit used i Phaendin
to promote sorrow about the death of King Rama VIIL Accordingly, he began his
novel by emphasizing the king’s endearing and sympathetic youth. He then narrated a
scene where crowds of people came to wait upon the king, “people of ali ages, and all
status...came together...bound with love and altruistic will toward the persen who
was the center of respect, the link of being Thai and mutual goodwill. ..the King.:.of
all people... Everyone was full of love, confidence, and hapinc‘.ess.”23 And “[the King]
smiled...his eyes full of kindness that the Thai peopic had never seen before.”
Unfortunately, they lost him. In Si Phaendin, Phioy, the readers’ beloved

heroine and an almost real figure, died on the day she heard about the King’s death.



Phloy’s death represented the grief of the Thai people as a result of the King’s death.
Hence, Kukrit tried successively to make the people believe that Pridi was behind the
king’s assassination, and with his successful maneuver, the hatred directed towards
Pridi reached such point that it was impossible for him to return to Thailand.

In 1950, Kukrit wrote a series of short stories called Lai Chiwit*® The stories
presented the suffering and fate of the Thai people in a way that contrasted with that
of Marxist thinkers. Despite the fact that the plot of this series of short stories were
based on Western stories, the characters were Thais and Kukrit made them look
realistic. Individual characters had different family, economic, and social
backgrounds but they faced an identical fate—drowning due to their boat capsizing.
Prior to the end of their lives, the happiness and suffering of each person were totatly
unrelated to the econemic and political structure but resulted from their past, their

individual characteristics and their particular environment. The rich or those who

could get whatever they wanted did not have a happy life because their boredom
caused them to live day by day without any expectation for the future. In Lai Thivit,
there was neither poverty nor suffering that had resulted from the relations of
production or from unequal class relations.

Judging from the Buddhist point of view, Kukrit subsequently emphasized it
as an important factor of bemg “Thainess™. Lai CThiwit helped explain that people
with good end bad deeds face a similer death, that is, to die before their time. It
explained why, during their lifetime, people with bad karma lived happily whereas

those with good karma faced suffering. These doubts were common after World War
I and they ied to a loss of faith in Buddhist teaching, such as the teaching that “good
deeds bring good results; bad deeds bring bad results;”. This teaching had been
crucially important to maintain the complex class structure of Thai society for many
hundred years.

Kukrit responded in Lai Chiwii by explaining that peopie should not
superficially conclude that ‘harma’ or fate caused misfortune or the less of life
through drowning. Rather, there was a different meaning in relation to each
individual. Some smiled with satisfaction because they would be relieved from
boredom; some were rid of suffering as a result of illness; some jost the opportunity
to do the thing they wanted to; and for a young -wmﬁan, death scemed to be a
misfortune as a result of matricide. Evidently, death helped relieve her from physical
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and spiritual suffering. Kukrit’s response contributed to the preservation of Buddhist
faith because it ‘was the origin of many aspects of being Thai and he would eventaally
demonstrate this idea to the Thai people. Kukrit was thinking along the same lines as
Luang Wichit Wathakan who argued that Buddhism would be an important fortress in
the battle against communism.*® Moreover,K ukrit selected certain aspects of Buddhist
teaching to create Thai identity for Thai royalty as well as taking familiar Buddhist
teachings to explain complex matters in simplified terms for the Thal peopie.

In 1951, after King Rama VIII's cremation and King Rama IX’s permanent
return to Thailand, Kukrit wrote S$i Phaendin and portrayed Thailand during the
Absolute Monarchy as the period of “happiness, hope, and certainty.”®’ This was due
to having the King as the *heart of the country.” ** During the period of Absqlute
Monarchy, there were vivid cultural activities that conformed with proper tradidon.
These activities led to mutual assistance, forgiveness, and helped relieve misfortune,
Patron-client relationships in the period of Absolute Monarchy contributed to the
synchronization of people from different classes and helped to maintain happiness
and satistaction. The noble ciass did not suppress its staves and foliowers and neither
was there any conflict within the same class or between classes. Misfortune in life did
not come from the shortcomings of economic, political, or cultural structure but from
personal behavior that led to wrongdoing, such as drug addiction, dishonesty, and
jealousy. Low-ranking civil servanis and poor peopie in peneral would be happy and
satisfied in their lives if they were good people. Therefore, “Thainess” prior to the
1932 coup was valuable, and worthy for the Thai people to protect and revive because
their lives would return to a stable and peaceful condition. Given the severe problems
cansed by “politics™ after the change of government as well the problems that resulted
from Werld War I, it was clear that the freedom received fiom the new political
regime was not worth exchanging for the disappearing virtue of “Thainess”.

The writing of Si Phaendin not only encouraged the destruction of the legacy
of the new repime and the image of Pridi, who was the leader in the 1932 revolution,
but it alse contributed significantly to building new “intellectual power” and
charisma for K.ukm Prior to the writing of Sf Phaendin, Kukrit was seen as only an
intellectual with extensive knowledge and love of his country, no different from other
intellectuals of his time. Howevet, witn i Phaendin, Kukrit, a “low-ranking noble”,
had been transformed into a “high-ranking noble” or a “Phudi Class”. He becarne the
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most significant intellectual in relation to the life and culture of the palace, which was
considered to be the centet of “genuine Thainess™. Subsequently, he became the
leading authority tn the definition of “Thainess”. This influence over the definition of
“Thainess” led Kukrit to become the most “powerful” and longstanding leadership
figure in Thailand, both in an unofficial capacity and as a Senator when he served on
the Constitution Drafiing Commission.

&i Phaendin paved the way for Kukrit {o build a close connection with the
new King. The effort to build a close relationship was probably initiated with Kukrit's
ordination bestowing to King Rama VIII on the eve of the latter’s cremation. This
action was undoubtedly perceived by the new King. The writing of Si Phaendin,
which demonstrated profound knowledge of the palace’s culture and profound belief
in the monarchy, helped pave the way for substantial access to the new King who had
spent most of his youth abroad. When the young King returned to Thailand, he found
it necessary to acquire as extensive a knowledge of “Thainess™ as possible. Kuokrit's
books, as well as Kukerit himself, could provide -saundkﬂéw{ﬂdge of “Thainess™ to the

Kukrit subsequently played a most important role in defining the significance
of the King both at the institutional and personal fevels in order to raise the King to
the highest posstble position. Kukrit was personally close both to the institutions of
the monarchy and to the King himself. Moreover, Kukrit was also a “noble™ of the
Chakri Dynasty.29 Given this close link, as the royal authority of the King and the
Chakri Dynasty increased, Kukrit would increase his own charisma as well.

In 8Y Phaendin, Kukrit constructed & “Chinese” image, guite different from
that in Sam Kok Chabap Naithun, 1 8i Phaendin, the Chinese who entered the
government service were considered Thais. To be a good and proper Thai implied
loyalty toward the king and to hold on to “Thainess™ for the rest of one’s life. It
appeared that Prem, the hero of the story, was of Chinese descent and a great fover of
“Thainess.” This was expressed through his endless love of Phioy who, according to
_Iilm represented “genuine Thainess.” This new “Chinese” image was probably
constructed at a time when Kukrit realized that to create hatred toward the Chinese
would be an obstacle in his oﬁ?n quest for power. This was due to the rapid entry of
the Chinese into the middleclass in the 1950s. A large number of the new generation
of Chinese entreprencurs were highly influential in the Thai economy. Moreover, a
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number of “ethnic Chinese ” began to be recognized in literary circles by publishing
their social and political thinking and they were also recopniized by their entry into
government service. Notable Thais of Chinese descent at this time included Prasit
Kanchanawat, Bunchu Rochanasathian, Puay Ungphakon and Sulak Siwarak.

In 1955, Kukrit wroté another novel, Phai Daeng, which constructed a village
0 portray life in the Thai nation. This novel showed that the Thai people conld truiy
rely on traditional {eadership and not on leflist leadership. Neol only did the traditional
leader have the duty to lead the country but he also helped to relieve the people from
hardship, unite them in finding solutions to pressing problems and bringing
prospetity to the country. The traditional leadér would never abandon the “Thai
nation” and “Theiness”. In Phai Daeng, Kukrit tried to persuade the readers that it
was difficult for a .s_os;iai movement to realize success and such movements were not
necessary to achieve change. The correct way to achieve change, when the world and
society faced problems, was seif-correction. This would feave the world, and society
in general, betier off. Therefore, when there was a movement that called for werld
peace, the traditional leader suggested that “the people who desire peace have to act

peacefully; there is no need to send a petition to anyone.” *°

After World War I, the “Thainess” which Kukrit constructed became the
answer for many Thai people who felt insecure in their fives. The “upper class™ felt
reassured by Kukrit’s emphasis on upper class culture as civilized Thainess. Learning
of Benghek’s defeat, the Thai leader in Sam Kok Chabap Nai;hun, helped the That
soldiers rebuild the image of their institution. The Thai soldiers had performed their
duty 1o the utmost of their capacity—they were ready 1o sacrifice their fives for the
king and the nation. The ethnic Chinese peeple, cut off from Mainland China afier the
Chinese Communist Party’s victory, realized that if they became Thai nationals, they
would enjoy peaceful lives like the Thais in general. Ethnic Chinese came to be the
majonty in the middie class in Thailand in the 19505 and 1960s. They had the
opportunity to learn “Thainess” from the writings of Kuksit. His background as a
member of the royal family and as a graduate from Oxford University gave the middle
class confidence in this “Thainess.” They believed that Kukrit’s “Thainess” would not
make them outdated or cause them to lag behind anyone in Thaifand or anywhere in
the werld.
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Kukrit’s success in becoming a charismatic intellectual force, through the
construction of “Thainess™ during the period of Phibunsongkhram’s government can
be clearly seen in an article written by a famous intellectual, Sulak Siwalak:

...Even though I was bom in an ordinary family unrelated

to the nobles of the past or the powerful men of the later time, at

home we often said that the couniry was peiting worse. ... Kukmnt...1

believe, was the only person outside the government’s circle whe

could direct all citizens, and could communicate with foreign
_ powers on an equal status... and was an equal to westerners’

! thinking. Some even said that Kukrit Pramoj could lead ali

Southeast Asia with his thinking... until { graduated from the

university and worked with the BBC, my admiration toward Kukrit

was not lessened. ...

Kukrit’s success during Phibunsongkhram’s tenure became the basis of his
preater success in the subsequent period. An American professor wrote that:
»wM.R. K.P. was the only outstanding scholar in Thailand,
.: When he was 50 years old, he was well-known by miliions of
people due to his radio program, “Pheunnon™...and [he] was the
King’s unofficiai advisor as wel as exiremely loyal o the
King..." 2

Sulak Siwalak also wrote that “even though Kukrit did not teach at the university or

5533

write textbooks, the Thai people continued to-admire him. ..

Politics and the Construction of Thainess during the Governments of Field

Marshal Sarit Thanarat {1958-1963) and Field Marshal Thanom Kitikhachon
(1963 - 1973)

_ At the time when Field Marshal Sarit rose to power, Kuknt was already well-
known both in Bangkok and in the provinces.** Amonp the people who admired
Kukrit were nebles, soldiers, civil servants, and members of the non-governmental
middle class including ethnic Chinese who desired to become Thai citizens. The
lifestyle of this group was linked to the spread of literacy, which rapidly increased
during Sarit’s and Thanom’s terms in government. A3 a resuit, during 1967 — 1973, he



14

produced a radio program, “Pheunnon . that consequently comprised 20 volumes of
publication series while his articles from “Siamrath Naa 3 composed 12 volumes.
There were other published books that appeared between 1950 and 1966, for example
Farang Sakdina, Chak Yipun, Jews, Phama Sia Muang, Zen and Watcharayan
Sect, Huang Mahannop, Khrong Kraduk Nai Tu, Susi Thaihao, Muang Maya and
Thok Khamen.

 Kurit did 1ot become the Prime Minister in the first government after the
1960 coup and neither was he a minister when Sarit was the Prime Minister. This was
due to the fact that after the 1960 election, Kukrit came into conflict with -the
American ambassador and the case went to court.™ At that time, American support
was vital for the post ef Prime Minister and for other key Ministries. Moreover, there
were a number of people whose expertise was required by Sarit who disliked Kukrit,
for example Prince Narathip Phongpraphan, Lieutenant General Sawaeng
Senanarong® and Luang Wichit Wathakan. As a resutt, Kukrit had to be content with
his role as a powerful scholar of “Thatness.”

Kukrit’s role in defining “Thainess” was very important in the period of
Sarit’s government because the latter chose to build and retain his political legacy
through his appearance as & Thai-style leader as well as the protecior of “Thainess”.
Therefore, Kukrit played a very tmportant role in defining “Thainess”, which became
the fundamental principles of Sarit’s regime and that of the following regime of
Thanom. A

In addition, the definition of “Thainess™ during the 1960s and 1970s was
highly beseficial to Kukrit because it empowered his “charismatic power”. His
version of “Thainess”—that emphasized the importance of the King as the heart of
“Thainess”—also portrayed Kukrit as crucial to the *“heart of Thainess™ thereby
enhancing his own charisma. In Khrong Kraduk Nai Tu {1971) he showed that “low-
ranking nobles” like himself and his forefathers were important components of the
palace while in Phama Sia Muang (1967) he wrote about the tradition of electing
Thai-style rulers by not giving priority to the “order of succession...but to ability and
appropriateness...”’ This implied that Kakrit, a “low-ranking nobie” with knowiedpe
and ability, should be entitled to become leader of Thailand. Qbviously, Kukrit’s
hopes to increase his own status and power relied heavily on the version of
“Thainess™ that he constructed.
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As a result of the country’s development under Sarit and Thanom, Kukrit
pointed out the necessity of building matenal prosperity while, at the same time,
trying to maintain the Thai mentality. The maintenance of the Thai mentality relied on
a firm belief in Kingship and Buddhism as the holistic center of “Thainess.” The spirit
of being Thai that cherished “Thainess” would create peace and order as well as
protecting Thailand from communism.*

Toward the end of the 1940s, Luang Wichit Wathakan argued that the
institutions of Kingship and Buddhism—which were central to “Thainess™— were
key institutions in the fight against communism. He pointed out that if communists
controlled the country, these two instititions would be destroyed. However, he did not
explicitly set out the meaning of these two tastitutions. This was due ta the fact that
his superior, Phibunsongkhram, could not link himself with the King because he was
a member of the People’s Party, which had been responsible for overthrowing the
Absoluie Monarchy. Also, Luang Wichit Wathakan worried that an over-emphasis on
Buddhism would create increasing dissatisfaction among the Mostems in Thaitand.”
During the governments of Sarit and Thanom, Kukrit decided to emphasize the
irﬁportance of Kingship and Buddhism by providing a detailed explanation of their
significance to the Thai people.

Kukrit emphasized the supreme position and the holiness of Kingship: the
King as the lord of life; the patron of Buddhism; the lord of the land; the devaracha
(divine king) full of power and holiness like the Hindu Gods but executing his power
with toving kindness; holding to the ten viriues of Buddhism; and beinp the “beloved
glory™ of the country.*’ Moreover, the King was the spiritual center of the Thai people
who could unite the people and reduce differences within the country, create peace,
and eliminate oppression. The King was also the source of nationalism. Because of
his “overwhelming power,” every citizen was equal under the King’s power no matter
how powerful, wealthy and influential or poor and disenfranchised they were. The
King was the good fortune of the country. If he retained the ten Buddhist virtues, the
country would be prosperous, peaceful and he would uplift the people’s destiny. If the
King was weak and did not govemn by the ten Buddhist viriues, the peonle’s destiny
would dectine. The King was the source of inspiration and all people shared mutaal
destiny, misfortune, and happiness as one nation.*' Kukrit stressed that “ibe King and

the people are one.” Furthermore, Kukrit showed the significance of the King as an
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individual, by describing King Rama IX’s travels and “his effort to visit the Thai
people no matter how distant they lived...which brought out their happiness and
confidence in being Thais...,”” he was the “pillar of our honesty” in the midst of
dishonest and wicked people, but “the restraint of the people...prevented [us] from
hastily accepting other ideologies...it was an honest dhamma that our king stood up
for...*** The institution of monarchy in Siam was the sysiem of democracy, i.¢. the
monarch was “clected™ and in this system of Absolute Monarchy the king was
“devaracha” full of “wisdom and charisma” and he “revolutionized the sakding to
liberalize the systems and eliminate slaves.” * Morcover, King Rama VII paid his
poll-tax, just like commoners who had the obligation to serve him. The Sakdina
system in Thailand in fact came 1o a closure during this reign. Kukrit also arpued that
“the Absolute Monarchy in Thailand in reality ended with the act of the King not
from anybody.”"’ _
With regard to Buddhism, Kukrit tried to persuade the Thai people to hold on
to Buddhism by arguing that “Buddhism is the best religion in the world.” ** In Chak
Yipun, Kukrit explained thoroughly that the Thai people’s edmiration for Japanese
prosperity which “was born and grew up under Buddhism.”® Buddhism was
knowledge in line with science.”® Buddhist worldly dhamma was the source of -
- *Thainess™ with Thai-style administration full of loving kindness and compassion.
Thai society was fuil of foving kindness, mutwal assistance and the lack of sppression.
Buddhism was also the source of many other good aspects of “Thainess”—Thai
morality, Thai art, Thai proper conduct and a peaceful and orderly lifestyle including
bogii]y and houseliold cleanliness.”® Moreover, Buddhism ensured the democratic
spirit of the Thai people because “Buddhism was the religion that always supported
personai freedom™” and Buddhist spiritual freedom was superior to liberal freedom
which was the source of loneliness,”> With regard to the assertion that Buddhism was
an obstacle to the country’s development, Kukrit argued that this was not true because
the Buddhist worldly dhamma did not take a position contrary to economic
development.® Therefore, “Thainess”, the King and Buddhism, created a peaceful
and prosperous country.
When movements of those who were interested in the socialist ideology drew
attention to the problem of poverty and social inequality between the rich and the

poor, as well as the increasing social unfairness, in the early 1970s, Kukrit said “the
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principle of socialist equality, fraternity and the recogiiition of human value existed in.
the Thai sotiety and in Buddhism.™

“Thainess” possessed its special uniqueness—the king and Buddhism—that
made Thailand better and far superior than other nations. During the governments of
Sarit and Thanom, Kukrit repeatedly stated that even the national consciousness was
stronger than other nations in order to heighten the awareness of the Thai people of
the superior position of their country. The strength of nattonal consciousness was due
to the fact ihat “...[the Thai people] had experienced their long history of fighting,
passéd through wars, sufferings, and happiness...possessed mutual principle, respect,
belief, and hope..” In Chak ¥ipun, Kuktit said that the Thai people had nationatist
awareness prior to the Japanese.”’ In Jews, he mentioned that the Thei people were
more fortunate than the Jews because “...[they] inherited the Thai language from their
ancestors.”"? They were not put in a position where they had to choose the language
like the Jews who were forced to choose Hebrew for their newly found Israel. His
“Pheunron” radio program said that “{The Thai people] are fortunate to have the
Thai language as our national language and it has been used throughout the country

without any scgregated difference.”>

With regard to art and culture, Kukrit pointed out that the Thai nation was

superior to other nations because
“...Thai peeple can slways retain their freedem. {The

country] was not governed by others. [Therefore,] the culture,

literature and every artwork have been developed in a Thai way.
Some of the artwork and culture oripinated eisewhere, but ionp-
lasting Thainess has changed the great number of them...to being
Thai...” '
Moreover, Kukrit repeatedly emphasized that

- __Any nation that is able to keep her tradition as weli as
arts and eulture until teday, sheuld be preud...the more we loek
tHe more we see that...if we compare with cother nations in the
world, we continue to have peace and stability...to our

satisfaction. .. ™!
“. ..Qur Thai nation is the nation that has the best soctal

order and is most stable because our histery contains nothing that
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can affect our society in a nepative way. We have the highest
institutions, relipion, and the king that contirue to exist since
ancient times...”®

“...There used to be revolts, coup d’etats, but they did not
affect the relationship of the Thai people...”®

“_..JOur] nation will certainly become prosperous because
everything is ready for it. The people in this country are not
wicked but goeod and diligent. National resources are plentiful; the
weather is good and supportive. 1 believe that our country will
certainly become prosperous and happy...”64

Kukrit continued to emphasize that “the situation in Thailand is highly
stable. .. better than in other countries. .. During the time when he wrote about other
countries, such as Cambodia (Thok Khamen), lsracl (Jews), Burma (Phama Sia
Munag), or when he talked in the “Pheunnon"’ radio program, Kukrit pointed out the
sufferings which the people in other nations, including communist countries,
encountered. “Thinking of it, our Thai nation continues to be happy. Knowing the
sufferings of other people, I think 1 always feel good to be born a Thai.”*® Seeing {the
situation in) other nations, “the majority of us will increase our love to our country......
Seeing that our nation is a nice place to live, comfortable, endearing, and
beloved...”™” Kukrit also emphasized the prosperity of the Thai farmers when
compared with farmers elsewhere, and that this was due to the fact that “...the
majority of our farmers are the pﬁop[igioxs of their Jand ...”*

Kukrit’s effort in trying to help the Thai people see that “this Thailand is
good” and better than other nations coniributed to the tove of the country and ted to
their acceptance of the military dictatorship. Even if the soldiers monopolized the
government, it continued to ‘place Thailand in a better situation than other nations.
Military dictatorship did not cause a decline in the country while the love‘ and faith
ioward the Thai nation, which was seen as superior 1o other nabions, led the Thai
people to sacrifice their personal interest to the government’s policies or plans that
worked for the benefit of the entire country. They would not demand their rights to
make decisions about government because they were content with the good situation

in Thailand. Moteover, they would support the government in fighting communists to

protect their good country.
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To clearly emphasize the Thai nation as being superior to other nations, to
make the Thai peopie proud of and love the Thai nation and encourage them to
sacriftee for their nation as much as they possibly could, Kukrit built up a “special”
image of the Thai nation. The important ingredient of this proud image was that the
Thai nation had never been colonized: “Thailand was the only nation in Southeast
Asia that could keep her independence throughout the colonial era**® This focus on
the special charaeteristies of Thailand included an emphasis on the incomparable
superiority of Thai art and culture over her neighbors. For example, he pointed out
that “masked drama [khon] theatrical performance and shadow play in Thailand are of
superb quality. All nations wanted them for theit own or wanted to imitate them, ™™
And, “Burma brought all performing arts to Ava and they became the standard of high
performing arts of Burma until today.””" Not only were some of these neighbors
inferior to Thailand in every aspect, they used to be under Thai control for a long
time. Thai contro! over these neighbors had-once made the Thai nation a powerfui
nation in Southeast Asia.”” As afewlt;it-was appropriate for the Thai people to be
proud of the Thai nation. They should sacrifice and unite in order to protect the
nation’s independence as well as her “Thainess” through the acceptance of the power
of the military dictatorship that governs with a Thai-style regime ind leads the Thai
people in protecting independence and “Thainess,” particularly the King and
Buddhism — the heart of “Thainess.”

Previously mentioning the particular nature of “Thainess” Kukrit emphasized
the Thai-style repime in order to lay down the foundation of the “Thai-siyle
democtacy” of Field Marshals Serit and Thanom. In his 1960 speeck on “The
Sukhothai Administration,” which has been printed many times, Kukrit depicted the
Sukhothai administration as an ideal type of administration—the state was like a
family. All administrative power was cetitered on the leader who acted as the head of
the family. The leader had the responsibility to protect and bring happiness to the
country; he was a refuge in time of danger, he protected people from their enemies;
he put an end to disputes by administering justice; he protected rights and freedom;
and he ainiained knowiedge of history and traditions 1o help people live happity
tcgéther_‘” |

Kukrit clearly explained the nature of Sukhothai administration in order to
show the leader’s use of power for the benefit of the people. The benefits that Kukrit



20

pointed to were the benefits that people were entitled to receive in a democratic
society. This implied that there was no need to have a democratic government because
an administration centered on a dictator could also make “the peopls happv.” He said
that a single leader who had absolute power in his bands could prevent the “state’s
arms and legs” (government officials) from using their power in a negative Way,
causing disiress to the people. Therefore, he “retained the peopie’s power o conirol
the administration.” Kukrit pointed out that with this Thai-style administration, i wag
not necessary to have a parliamentary Asysicm.“

Despite the fact that Kukrit mentioned the ten Buddhist virtues, which
prevented the king from wrong-doing, “the people had the right to overthrow his
power and establish the new king,”’> However, Kulsit tried to convince the readers to
accept that the functions Sarit performed were in accordance with Thai-style
leadership—the development of the country, the establishment of infrastructure, the
suppression of gangsters, and the use of “Article 17° as a tool to implement his
absolute power over the parliament and the judicial system. Mereever, Kukrit potnted
out that there was no judicial court during the Sukhothai period. Therefore, the
Sukhothai rulers were “the source of justice and the users of judicial power.”?é_
Evidently, the dictatorial power of Sarit in executing convicts without a court trial was
legitimate tecause it was founded n the povernment of this ancient regime. Kukrit’s
writing {ransformed the dictatorial power of Sarit inte legitimate power. Kukrit also
- continued to emphasize the role of the Sukhothai rulers in protecting private property
as a counter to the communist theory of communal property.

Whenever Kukrit mentioned democracy, he always emphasized the right
have elections’’ and pointed out that the clection of rulers had ocourred since the
period of absolute monarchy, He said that “the principle of government in old times
consisted of a great number of democratic institutions such as the principle of
accountability...Democracy was not new to Thailand but originated from ancient

times.”’® Evidently, Kukrit was arguing that government by an sutocratic ruler with

absolute power could be a form of democracy. Meanwhile, he said that Thai farmers
were willing to accept military government “because many Thai farmers were
conseripted into the army and would accept those soldiers as their leaders.. "
Furthermore, he reiterated that “our country usaally used military management, and

soldiers have been powerful for many centuries, Now, they have come back to rule,
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not an unusual occurrence iit its historical context....”®® As a result, Kukrit tried to
convince the Thai people that an appropriate Thai-style of government was a military
government. Thus, in Chak Yipunr, Kukrit pointed out that the government in Japan,
~which lay in the hands of the military, made major contributions to the strength and
vitality of the country.®
Another special characteristic of the Thai nation emphasized by Kukrit was
the flexibie class system which originated in the Ayuthaya period ® The Thai people,
he argued, were able to move up the soctal hierarchy, “there were those peeple whe
were originally farmers and entered the government service until they became high- |
ranking ministers.... Our country possessed everything that could provide the people
the opporiunity to uplift their social standing....” Belief in this social mobitity pave
the peor people hope and expectations for a better future. If they failed to progress, it
was a result of their personal actions not due to the government’s wrongdoing. This
was another way to build a version of “Thainess” that sustained the dictatorial power-
holders in their reckless management of resources while aiso opposing Marxist
theories of class struggle in Thai society. Moreover, the cmphasis on the “speciel
characteristics” of Thai society helped confirm to the Thai people that the Thai nation
was better than other nations and that the Thai people, no matter how poor and
unsuccessful in tmproving their fimancial weil being, were affectionately bound to
their nation, .
While defining this “Thainess”, Kukrit a!so characterized “otherness.” During
the povernments of Sarit and Thanom the most imporiant “other” was communism.
The most dangerous “other” of all was “Communist China.” He tepestedly

had a closer connection with Communist China, as in the case of Cambodia, during
Sihanouk’s reign, were the “others™ that the Thai peopie should despise and reject.
" Not enly had Cambodia behaved like & “slave of Communist China... {she] also tried
to please... flatter... lower her pride and became Communist China’s slave.” In
addition Cambodia used to be under Thai control. Moreover, Angkor Wat represented
the “suppressive and ruthiess power over Cambodia’s people.”“ The characterization
of Communist China and Cambeodia as “ethers’; was fabricated to make the Tfmi
pc;)plc support the Thai and United Siates governments in their effort to suppress

communism.

-
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Burma was a long-time adversary of Siam and 1967 marked the bicentenary of
Burma’'s conquest of Ayuthaya. Kukiit wrote Phama Sta Muang to show that even if
the Thai people were defeated by the Burmese, they could finally succeed in building
a great and prosperous nation. The Burmese victory over Thai nation had resulted in
carelessness and arrogance that led to the loss of Burmese independence to England.*’
Kukrit emphasized the superiority of the Thai nation over her neighbors as weli as its
special characteristics as the only country in Southeast Asia that was able to preserve
her independence,

With regard to the United States, Kukrit felt uncomfortable about Thailand’s
acceptance of American assistance to the point of losing her freedom. This could
ieave Thaitand in the position of being a “slave in the hands of her vwn benefactor ™
Kukrit pointed out thet the communist threats that Thailand faced required her to have

a friendly country to assist her. If she remained neutral, she would not be able to find

a true friend and would undoubtedly face prob'lems.Rg Therefore, Kukrit pointed out
that the United States was a longtime friend, and supported Thailand especially after
* her defeat in the Sccond World War.”® ‘With respect to America’s prominent aities,
England and padicularly France—the major powers that threatencd Thailand’s
independence in the past—Kukrit tried to play down the threats of these two countries
by pointing out that:
..Jn fact, the Western powers that soupht colonies

pressured Thatland directly as well as put pressure on her relations

with pneighboring countries. Héwgvcx, they left us to live in peace

and security for over a century. As a result, the Thai people

ihought differently and considered themsetves supetior to other .

countries in Southeast Asia ... due to Thailand’s independence

n%l
a

-~

In fact, the colonial threat from England and France had ttimed out positively because
it had confirmed the special characteristics of Thailand that had heilped preserve her
independence in contrast to the colonial experience of her neighbors.

The construction of “Thainess™ and “otherness” during the govermnments of
Sarit and Thanom increased Kukrit’s charismatic power. He became a scholar of
profound knowledge concerning Thai social and cuiiural “truth™ and recognized the
characteristics of “others” well encugh to know their positive and negative sides.
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Furthermore, Kukrit helped the Thai people knew how their country should manage
her foreign relations, for the safety of the country and her people, in the midst of a
world that was full of cold war turmoil. It could be said that Kukrit was the most
influential person in defining “Thainess™ and “otherness” since Sarit’s time.

With regard to foreigners or people with different religions in Thailand, from
the earty 19505 Kukrit saw it as necessary to turn these people into Thais. In the novel
&i Phaendin, the main character was a man of Chinese descent who becgme Thai. The
truth was, in the 1950s, the majority of the Chinese in Thailand strongly preserved
their Chineseness. Therefore, in an article appearing in the Siamrath newspaper on
June 29, 1952, Kukrit emphasized that even though the Chinese in Thailand were “the
visttors” they should “always remember that Thailand was the plece where they
happily earned their living”, Even though they were not Thai citizens, they should take
part in the upkeep of the country. Thus he hoped the hosts and visitors would live
together and with mutaal understanding %

During the period of Sarit and Thanom, & new generation of ethnic Chinese
bom in Thailand grew up to adulthood. The government implemented a policy of
assimilation and encouraged various ethnic groups to become Thais in order to prevent
them from joining or supporting the Communist Party of Thailand, Kukrit tried as
much as possible to convert the Chinese and other ethnic groups into Thais. In Jews,
Kukrit pointed out the positive resuit for the Jews who became Germans; “[They] were
loyal to the country they lived... resulting in the Jews realizing equality to Germans in
every aspect, both in their tights and duties as citizens of that country...and this
consequently uplifted the status of the Jews.””

During the 1970s, Kﬁ.krit clearly pointed out that,

“«...“Thainess” is not restricted to specific national origin,

that i3, whatever nationality these people originally are, they counid

become Thais by eccepting certain Thai principles, viewpoints,

opinions, culture and accepting Thai laws. Then, the Thai people

will never be offensive and will wholeheartedly accept them as

Thais...”™

In the case of the Moslems, Kukrit’s use of history increased their awareness of
being part of the Thai nation. He pointed out that various aspects of “Thainess”
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originated from Islamic influence and the Moslem people. Examples of Islamic
influence were the design of royal residences, dances, the decoration of bowls and
plates in the temples and folk drama.” Commenting on the recent problem regarding
“red-headed children” bom as a result of the American military bases in Thailand,
Kukrit considered that these children should be raised as Thais because “being
Thai...does not come ftom the color of the hair or complexion... .

The emphasis on the ides of various ethnic groups “becoming Thai” appeared
in Khrong Kraduk Nai Tu, distributed in. April 1971, This year, it seemed, Kukrit
intended to become the Prime Minister due to the complex political situation
particuiarly the conflict between the government leaders and the members of the
Parliament. fn addition, there was erucial contradiction among the efite. Kukrit
correctly predicted that the Prime Minister would dissolve the legislature and prepare
new elections. At that time, the status of the Chakri Dynasty as well as the nobles was
raised again in the eyes of the Thai peopie. The messape in Khrong Kraduk Nai Tn
ted the society to think that Kukrit was not a commen “low-ranking noble” but ene
whose ancestors were the direct descendents of King Rama I of the Chakri Dynasty
and the powerful Bunnag nobles. Kukrit’s grandfather was the son ;)f King Rama II
and the daughter of a weaithy Chinese family, about whom King Rama 11 wrote a
poem saying, “everyone in the patace despises vou but vou are the only one I love.”
His grandfather once showed his bravery in supporting the legitimacy of King Rama
V in the latter’s appointment as “the King of the Front Palace.” This must have made
the King feei indebted io hirn. Moreover, his prandfather’s mother used o offer farpe
sums of money to King Rama IV whenever the latter was in need of it Khrong
Kraduk Nai Tu also showed that Kukrit had ancestors who derived from different
ethnicities and who transformed themselves into Thais through various methods, for
example, entering povernment service, becoming Buddhists and being loyal to the
king and the Thai nation. Kukrit emphasized his Chinese, Indian, Mon, and Lao
ancestors. It showed his intention to empbasize the relations between himselfl and
other ethnic groups and to pave the political way for him to be accepted and supported
by various ethnic groups in Thaiiand.

In 1974 Kukrit wrote Kritsadaphinihan An Mi Art Bot Bang Dai, a story that
helped increase his charisma, particularly in the eyes of the military. In this story,
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Kukrit drew on Thai history at the time of King Naresuan to emphasize “the Thai-
style leader™ with a broad perspective and boundless spirit, capable of foreign
relations, “with the heart of a civilized man, respect of other nations’ custom and
tradition while preserving his own tradition...[This] helped Thailand to be a country
with special attributes worthy of being respected...”g"' Kukrit stressed that “the Thai-
style leader possessed three qualities; first, he was a leader with “decisiveness and
strict discipline;” second, “he respected other’s rights and freedoms™ and “was well-
informed in the situations and activities both inside and outside of the couniry;” third,
and most important, was his thoughtfulness and compassion toward the poor.””®
Kukrit possessed all of these qualities in the eyes of the Thai people except perhaps
the last vne. However, the policy of shifting funds to the couniryside under the
auspices of the Social Actien Party demonstrated that Kukrit was “kind te the peor.”
As a result, he was highly respected for his political position. Although only the
leader of a newly-founded political party, he was able to challenge M.R. Seni Pramoj,
the leader of the Democratic party, in ihe political arena.

Apart from portraying the image of the “Thai-style leader,” Kritsadaphiniham
An Mi Art Bot Bang Dai conveyed a picture of the Thai military and its soldiers who
fought alongside King Naresuan. They regained Thai independence and fought until
the Thai naticn became a great power in Southeast Asia, shortly after she had been
defeated by the Burmese.”® Kukrit wrote this story in the context of the military’s loss
of security and pride when Field Marshal Thanom was defeated on October 14, 1973,
During that time, the military had been dlamred as the tyrants” tool in suppressing the
students and the people, otherwise known as the “October heroes.” “The defeat” of
October 14, 1973, when compared with 4yuthaya’s defeat at the hands of the
Burmese, was short-lived and could “restore her independence” in a short time and

eventually became even more victorious than before.

In this same story, Kuknt proposed the use of force without mercy in
suppressing the rioters and those who destroyed the nation’s security.% When Thai
society was constantly gixf:cn information that the rioting students were falling victim
to communism, the use of force satisfied many sectors of society including the
- military. Kuokrit sefecied King Naresuan as the mode! or the “Thai-style leader”
because he knew that the military was closely attached to King Naresuan. January 25,
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Ammy Day, was the day when King Naresuan fought on the elephant’s back—no
matier whether this actualiy occurted on that day or not. As a result, when there wasg
an election in January 26, 1975, only a few months after the publication of this book,
Kukrit contested the election in Dusit District—which was the “army zone”—and he
was elected as a member of Parliament. With only 18 seats from the Social Action
Party, Kukrit pained sufficient infiuence to challenge M.R. Seni Pramoj, the head of
the Democratic Party, who had many mere votes. Kukrit could finally succeed in
reaching the position of Prime Minister through the “intellectual power” and charisma
that he had accumulated over the years. Kukrit was accepted as Prime Minister

despite holding fess than ten percent of the seats in the Parlizment.

The Construction of “Thainess” at Thammasat University and the Adjustment
of “Thainess™ at the Last Phase of His Life

In the mid- 1960s, concerning about the influence of Chinese Cultural
Revolution on Thai studeuts, Kukrit felt it necessary to implant “Thainess” at
" Thammasat University. In 1966, he founded “Thammasat’s Masked Drama.” In 1971,
he began teaching “Fundamentaf Thai Culture”, by emphasizing Kingship, Buddhism
and Thai society. The course covered the king and Buddhism, the sources of various
aspects of “Thainess.” Moreover, he founded the Institute of Thai Studtes af

Thammasat University in 1969.

The 1960s was a period when the number of university students greatly
expanded. Almost all of them were descendents of the urban middieclass. Prior to this
period, the majority of students came from the families of civil servants and the That
middieclass both in Bangkok and in the vicinity of Bangkok HO!;YQYQL, in the 1960s,
there was as increasing number “children of the ethnic Chinese” “children of the
nottheast,” and “chiidren of vendors™ studying in many wniversities. Kakrit thought
that : :

...the young generation nowadays was botn in the period of
freedom and brought up to be free from obligations. The spiritual
result was loneliness with no attachment. Therefore, communism

was the force that strongly attracted young people. Nowadays, we
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usually hear the young people referring to theriselves as the people
of the “masses,” who want to work for the masses, and fook
forward to having a more prosperous soctety, ete. Communism
could offer all these things and would make the loneliness

disappear...'"

For Kukrit, it was necessary to build and implant “Thainess” so the students could
relate to his own teaching. His teaching at the University countered the current
situation in Thai society where “we give too little Thainess to owr kids..[Thel]

lifestyle of the kids nowadays is quite far from Thainess.”'*> At the same time, being

a University lecturer would also increase his voting constituency particularly when he

emphasized the “Thai” values of pratitade toward the teacher.

Whiie teaching the “Thammasat Masked Drama Troupe,” Kukrit used the
masked drama as a medium to implant “Thainess™ —the significance of the king; the.
importance of moral principles, such as gratitude, in the Thai way of life; and the
nature and rules of class relations such as language, conduct, Thai arts, and Thai
history that would provide an understanding of the Thai style of government.'” The
“Thainess” emphasized by Kukrit centered on loyalty to the king and on
“discipline. . .knowing their social standing and how to behave property ™™

The students of Chinese descent were the people on whom Kukrit focused
particular attention to implant “Thainess,” through the use of masked drama. Kukzit

said that

...a group of students, approximately half, were of ethnic
Chinese bom in Thailand...or with Chinese parents or were recent
offspring of Chinese immigrants... The yaksa troop of Thammasat
Masked Drama were almost all Thais, but the Rama troop were

Chinese offspring or ethnic Chinese....'”

After their participation in masked drama, Kukrit was able to link them with
the king through their performance in front of the royal familty. They were
occasionally given audiences and dined in the palace, The implanting of “Thainess™
into the students who played the masked drama was highly successful. It appeared, for

example, that “all of these students had audiences with the king and demonstrated
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graceful manners; their conversations flowed...the Thainess imbued in these
youths...showed cleatty and quickly. ..

The lecture “Fundamental Thai Culture,” was initiated in the first semester of
1971 and became a compuisory course for all first year students. A year prior to 1971,
there appeared an ideology of the “New Lefi” that aimed at causing social and cultural
revolution “to make mankind human again.” The leaders of the revolution were not
from the working class but intellectuals and progressive-minded students.'” Kukrit
wrote about the “New Left” in Siam Rath Newspaper, * Naa Haa ™. He maintained
the New Left was a cause for preat concem, and the heated emotions among the
young university students in Europe and the United States were a potential danger
when calling for the destruction of “establishment.” The article implied that
everything in. the society that was socially accepted, for example, the system of
government, Yamily, iradition, morality, and many others inchuding the nation,
religion, and kingship would be destroyed. It was destruction without innovation
because it “used force, unrest, the destruction of mankind and belongings.” The
ideology of the New Left was not a distant matter because thousands of students were
studying abroad and “were easity brainwashed.” These peopie would spread the “New
Lef” ideology in Thailand.!®

To resist the expanding influence of the “New Left” us weil as the Marxist
explanation of That society and culture, Kukrit decided to build and implant
“Thainess” in every Thammasat student through his lectures on Fundamental Thai
Cuiture. The most important idea emerped in these lectures in the second semesier of

1971:'%” the king and secular Buddhism were the core of Thainess. The king himself
possessed many statuses: for example, he was the Lord of life, the Lord of the land,
Dhammaracha, Devaracha, all of which made him the absolute ruler. He was not
oppressive because he adhered to the Buddhist Dhamma—the len vittues—that
contributed to his rule of kindness for the happiness of the people since Buddhism and
Thai society were closely intertwined. Secular Buddhism had contributed to a Thai
society of loving kindness and assistance to others such as assistance in rice planting.
People’s labor conscription was not oppressive. There were public health offices to
look after sick people. Buddhist morality among the Thei people—honesty, gratitude,
loyalty, “assistance, generosity—derived from secular Buddhism and was the
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foundation of social relations. Moreover, the idea of good deeds bringing good results
and bad deeds bringing bad results helped make Thailand a society of flexible classes
because good people would be socially uplifted whereas bad people would be socially
downgraded. As it happened there were constant social promotions. The deterioration
of Thai society came when money played an increasing role and caused people’s
suffering. However, transcendeniai Buddhism had heiped the Thai peopie endure their
suffering because they looked at suffering as 2 normal phenomenon in life. Therefore,
when Thai society faced problems, its response was not necessarily the same as other
‘societies and Buddhism responded to people who encountered difficulties, such as
enabling them to become a mornk.

Kukrit had created the above characteristics of Buddhism and “Buddhist
socfety” in direet response to the political context and anmosphere in the gniversities.
Kukrit did not mention in any place that he opposed Marxist ideology but it was clear
that “Thainess” }n all aspects was selected to fight against Marxist and Maoist

“approaches in explaining Thai sopicty and culture. These approaches called Thai
society in the past the sakdineffuedal] society whereas present day society was “semi-
sakding and semi-colony” a status that contributed fo the suppression and suffering of
the people. When Marxist-influenced Thai history described ancient Thai society as a
slave society, Kukrit did not directly contradict it. On the contrary, he said that Thai
people were kind to slaves. Even in relation to the sale of slaves, Thai peopie used the
ferm “helping slaves,” that is, helping them from distress. The term “help” implied the
kindness that was constantly present in Thai society.'"® With regard to the abolition of

" slavery in Thailand, the process went smoothly because

...the laws conceming slavery were opened for smooth
action because these laws were founded from social kindness
based en Buddhism... Slave owners recetved their inspiration from
Buddhism which called for kindness, generosity...[They] were in

harmony to abolish slavery...!*"

While the Marxist influence necessitated that people fight for change in social

‘ structute, Kukrit presented the imaginary Thai society where Buddhist contributed to
“less social struggle and less oppression” “Judging from the incidents that cccur in
Thailand nowadays, the Thai people could endure, persevere, and not have struggle
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very much.”"*? Therefore, “the Thai society had many options, not necessarily
available to other societies.™'® The above explanation was created to oppose the
Marxist ideolopy that every society had the same social evolution and that Thai
society could not aveid a preletarian revelution

However, at that time, manry students were increasingly interested in social
problems and wanted to participate in social improvement. The university students
published  several periodicals, such as  Walanchathat, @ Lomfang.

7 Sanghhomsaiparithat Chabab Nisit Naksuksa, in order to commumicate their
thoughts. A number of students participated in meetings to exchange ideas with
scholars and academics headed by Sulak Siwalak. Another group of students
representing each university joined the rural camping activities as part of the Rural
Developmeni Vohmieers Program while at the same time student clubs arranped
debates on current social problems. Moreover, Che Guevara, the revolutionary
physician who fought for the poor and the oppressed in m@ countries, became the
students’ hero. The students wanted to destroy capitalism and the state, which '
represented the bourgeoisie. Into such an atmosphere, Kukrit iried to impiani the
identity of Thai society and culture that was full of kindheartedness, non-oppresston
and non-suffering. In his effort to explain some negative changes taking place in Thai
society, he avoided the problems of the national and international economic and
f:oli‘tical structuire but emphasized that “Thai economy nowadays relied heavily on
meney” or “meney ‘was more ant,”'!* as if nobody was wrong and tio one
should be held responsible for these negative changes. He pointed out that the societal
problems occurred because of moral lack and suggested that they could be solved by
restoring Thai-style moratity. While the societal problems were not yet solved, it was
advisable nat {0 respond. Lokuitarathan or Suppramundane of Buddhism helped “the

Thai people know that suffering was a way of life.”"’

The “Thainess” emphasized by Kukrit was the general knowledge that
students had gained since primary schoot {the authors of these textbooks were readers
of Kukrit’s writings). Therefore, the Thammasat students were aware of the
significance of the king and Buddhism, particularly the prominent role of the king in
supporting democracy, and the king’s kindness toward the Thai people. However, the
stadents did not aceept the military dic’taiors;hii) nor ithe explansiion of ithe ciass
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system in Thai society. This was due to the students’ exposure to Marxist
explanations as well as their expetience from the Rural Development Volunteers
‘Program and their teaching in slum areas. They had a well-grounded awareness of
violence and the contribution of social inequality to social problems. In the students’
view, the problems caused by the cooperation between high-ranking soldiers and
‘capitalists in cultivating - their economic benefit included American imperialist
aggression that violated the sovereignty of the Thai nation. Evidently, quite a number
of students were “children of the ethnic Chinese,” “children of the northeast,” and
“children of vendors™ who acknowledged the problems of their ethnic background as
well as their class. Kukrit’'s “Thainess™ heimge‘ﬁ to atistoeratic culture (Thai art,
marner, standard language, etc.) that the majority of the “children of the ethnic
Chinese,” “children of the northeast,” and “children of vendors™ could not actually
relate to. Nor could they “become real Thais™ due to unsupportive social factors (with
' the exception of the few students who participated in the masked drama). Asa resnh';
these students remained “marginalized citizens” no atter how many times Kulerit
_emphasized that “Thainess” did not rely on the “hair color” or “complexion.” In
- addition, the majority of the students found that, under the whole framework of
Thainess, they could not have any significant role to do something for Thai society,
especially for the poors. Marxist ideology, therefore, gave a new identity to these
students suggesting a commonality with the proletariat of the world in the struggle for
social equality and goodness. These students rapidly turned to Marxist ideology.
Therefore, the sindents’ movement between October 1973 and October 1976 emerped
i the midst of intensive infuston of “Thainess” into Thammasat University,
The student’s movement against the military dictatorship in October 1973
was supported by the middle class because there were rumors about some military
- leaders who did not pay respect to the king . At that time the students showed their
loyalty to the nation and to the king by holding the roval photographs as -well as the
Thai flags in front of every procession held to protest against the military dictatorship.
However, when Marxist influence over the students’ movement became apparent, the
mainsiream thouphi on “Thamess” that Kukrit had constructed caused the students’
movements (o rapidly lose support. They were defeated aﬂd brutally supprﬁssad on
October 6, 1976 and the wider society accepted the use of violence without gu;s,ti,ou..
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After Thanom’s government relinquished power, Kukrit finally had the
opportunity to acquite political power. His success in the establishment of
“Thainess,” and his own connection with “Thainess,” contributed to his well-rounded
knowledge of “Thainess™ in the eyes of the people. Moreover, his intention to protect
“Thainess” in perpetuity made him highly acceptable to the Thai majority to the point
that he received the highest vote as chairman of the Naﬁo.nai Legisiation Commiiiee.
The subsequent political party that he founded with the help of capitalist and business
circles used the slogan of “Love Kukrit, vote for Kitsangkhom™ (the Social Action
Party) in the election campaign. This slogan clearly reflected the confidence he had in
terins of intellectual and charismatic power over the ieaders of other parties.
Qrdinarily, to become Prime Minister with only 18 seats in the Parliament was
difficult, if not impossible. However he was accepted due to his intellectual power
and charisma and became Prime Minister in 1975-1976.

The political situation in the countryside—which required attention in order to-
thwart the communist threat and deel with societal problems that had been highlighted
on Qctober 14, 1973—did not help him keep his position as Prime Minister for long.
His policy of diverting a larger portion of the national budget to the countryside in
order 1o attract votes 1o the Social Action Party reduced the military budget. This
policy was probably one factor that resulted in his defeat in the election in Dusit
District after the dissolution of Parliament and the subsequent election of 1976. Also,
his visit to China and his admiration for the Chinese leadership was seen as
contradicﬁng. his writings and his speeches and was possibly responsible for military
discontent at a time when the military was fighting the Communist Party of Theiland.
Moreover, the necessity for Kukrit to negotiate with the students led thousands of
policemen from the provinces and from Bangkok to protest and trespass at the Prime
Minister’s residence. Even though the Social Action Party succeeded in the election,
it could not control a majority of the votes. Aiso each election had increasingly cost
more. Amongst thcse situations, image of Kukrit as the most expert person on
“Thainess” was_still stressed by himself in order to revive his charismatic power.
Evidenity, the writing of “Thai Characteristics™ in 1983 at the time when Bangkok
celebrated its bi-centenary atiributed to his effort in keeping his intellectual position

strong as well maintaining his connection with the king.
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In Laksana Thai |Thai Characteristics] M.R.Kukrit gave high priority to
kingship both ag an institation and as an individual. He succeeded in the elevation of
the institution of kingship through his emphasis on the Chakeri dynasty’s gifis of
‘people’s rights and freedoms including the close relationship and special bond
between King Rama IX and the people. To further expand the role of kingship in
“Thainess”, Kukrit wrote emphaticaily abonl royal traditions and customs.'*® These
writings clearly demenstrated his incomparable intellectual power based on
knowledge of “Thainess.”

: Kukrit’s most significant effort in defining “Thainess” occurred in 1988 as he
was aiming to preserve his own influence. The book Khun Thang Khun Phaen
Chabab Arn Mai crophasized several aspects of the ‘values of “Thainess” as well as

_the “goodness of Thailand” and the holiness of kingship. The book also pointed out
that Kukrit himself was able to cause the king “to come back to reason and uphold the
kingship.'!’ Meanwhile, Kukrit tried io enhance the identity of two prominent
institutionis 4n Thailand that had suffered decline, the monks and the military. He
elevated the status of monks by emphasis the value of monks due to their teachings

- that made “the temples in Thailand the source of wisdom as well as liberal arts™''®,

" With regard to the military, he emphasized their “honor™"® “dignity,” and “military

prestipe™?® that came as 3 result of their loyalty and honesty to the king and the

. country, Such loyalty and honesty would ncver diminish no matter how distressed

they were nor how severe the penalty and suffering they faced. Moreover, Kukrit

used Khun Chang Khun Phaen Chabab Arn Mai to emphasize the military duty of

“warning their superiors™ to conform io their duties. He wanted the military to warn

General Chawalit Yongchaiyut who, in Kuksit's view, was lislening to communist

advice in his revision of the constitution including provisions relating to the role of

the King."”" In the book, Kukrit emphasized that the promulgation of laws was not

- based on the personal desire of any particular individual. Even the kings in the past

promulgated laws in accordance with existing “dhamma.[natural law]'?

The definition of “Thainess™ during the last phase of his life helped maintain

Kukrit’s intellectual status despite his failure to return to the position of Prime

Minister.
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Success in the Establishment of Thai Identity: Political Silence and the State
“Yoid of polities™.

Kukrit’s success partially came from his writing and speaking ability,
particularly his self-presentation as omniscient. Moreover, he periodically defined
‘new concepts appropriate to “Thainess” with moral conclusions that helped create
knowledge even- though such knowledge lacked supporting evidence. This method
appeared in his books, writings and speeches on contemporary affairs in Thailand and
abroad. Portraying the writet or the speaker as one who knew everything was useful
for the readers and listeners who felt that the writer or speaker was omniscient.
Kukrit succeeded in the use of the above method because he had continually showed
his extensive knowledge since starting his writing in the 1940s.

Kukrit's wrting and speaking was easy to understand. Through the
application of common sense, he linked the topic that he was explaining with Thai
experience, particularly the use of comparison to human nature, as a tool to persuade
readers and listeners before presenting the conclusion he desired. In addition, he used
Buddhist principles that the Thai people were Yamitiar with as a ool in his
explanations. .

In the use of novels to build the meaning of “Thainess” and the perception of
“Others,” Kukrit established a realistic atmosphere that highly affected the readers.
Thus, the “Thainess” that appeared in these novels created an impressive and
unforgettable image in the readers” mind.

Furthermore, his success also derived from encouraging self examination
whereby he encouraged the That people to know themselves. The “Thainess” which
Kukrit had defined and developed over the years assisted the nation in responding to
rapid economic and political changes. Numerous changes affected Thatland during
this period, including the 1932 revolution, the Second World War, the rise of
communism in Mainland China, the Korean War, the struggle for independence in the
European colonies, the cold war and the influx of American culture. These mostly
external changes combined with economic, political, and eultural problems at home to
affect Thai society by causing confusion and a lack of overall national security. With
the global situation after World War II characterized by uncertainty, at home the Thai
people felt that their nation and lives were insecure. Kukrit was prepared to provide
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explicit answers to various groups—particularly the civil servants, the soldiers and the
middleciass who were regular readers and followers of the news—as to those aspects
of “Thatness” that should be preserved or revived and those aspects that should be
changed for the safety of her people, and for security and happiness. These groups
were facing challenges caused by fluctuations within Thai society and abroad more so
than other groups due to their higher standard of living, their work, their access to
information via the media and their broader worldview.

Among the civil servants and the new generation of the middle class who grew
up after the Second World War, a large number were neither born nor raised in
Bangkok and did not belong to aristocratic Tamilies or Tamilies with a civil service
background. This new generation rapidly expanded under the influence of state
development plans. They were eager to learn about “Thainess™ and “Otherness” in
order to raise their status. Kukrit gave them meaningful knowledge about “Thainess.”
While his “Thainess™ rationalized to the military dictatorship in the use of Thai
natural resources for the benefit of the civil servants and the middieclass. With regard
to the military, despite decades of control of the state, as a result of their defeat in the
Se-cond World War and in October 1973, they nceded sili)port to maintain their pride
and honor. ‘

© Kukrit’s success in establishing his “Thainess” greatly impacted Thai politics,
through its advocacy of “political silence” and this in turn caused Thailand to be seen
as a state “void of politics™. |

“Political silence™ meant the surrender of one’s voice to the state’s power
without ‘any movement to alter the economic, political, and cultural structure. The
acceptance of Kukrit’s Thai identity shaped the atmosphere of “political silence™ in
Thailand for many years.

While the Thai people aceepted the notion that the That nation was very
important, and that Thai-style govemment was working for the benefit of the people,
unfortunately those who were in power were able to do anything in the name of the
nation and of the common good. As a result of the use of “for the nation,” for
“common good™ or for the “well-being of the people,” the Thai people who believed
in the state’s kindness did not question the state’s policies and profects. Any state
policy or project ihai negatively affected the lives of the people was accepted as

resulting from the ignorance of the civil servants or as an inevitable occurrence. As a
LS
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result, the only form of protest that was acceptable was limited to “making a
complaint™ or “filing charges™ and waiting Tor change to corne from the civit servants.
Kukrit successfully helped Thai people betieve their only tight was the right to vote
and this could be obtained only after they were relieved from the condition of being
“ignorant, poor, painful.”

Kukrit presented the idea that “the Thai people who fove their nation must
sacrifice for their nation.” This idea pained strength and popularity. Thus, the few
personal benefit for the well being of the majority of the nation. Kukrit was primarily
responsible Tor defining the cotnrnon tnan’s identity, that is, they were in the cycle of
“ignorance, poverty and suffering.” Therefore, the Thai people believed these people
were unable to rise up and initiate any political or protest movement by themselves.
There had to be a “third party” who incited and guided them to create chaos. With the
betief in the kindness of the state and the national ieaders, the Thai peopie were not in
a position to oppose the government but were expected to wait for its kindness and
mercy.

Kukrit’s intellectual and communicative ability at creating and defining
Thainess helped cause the Thai people to believe that “this Thailand is pood™ and, |
therefore, that the Thai nation was better than other nations even though Thailand hed
a multitude of problems. Thus the Thai people accepted situations that were fraught
-with problems and, in addition, accepted the power of a dictatorial government. Even
though'ihe leaders were dictatorial or corrupt, they did not leave the country in a
hepeless situation. Therefore, it was not necessary to stage a protest to eliminate
dictatorial power.

The emphasis on “this Thailand is good” persisted in the minds of the Thai
people. Thai people ate proud of their country because Théiiand is an old country and
has retained her independence for several hundred years. In order to maintain the
nation’s positive image of itself, the people were ready to forget their daily problems.
Kukrit himself once said mockingly that in response to problems the Thai people
would not think of the damage that would foilow because they were only concerned
about “the loss of the nation’s pride”'?

Kukrit effectively helped the Thai people believe that classes in Thai society

were flexible and one could move up or down depending on one’s virtues and vices.
&
»



The poor people, therefore, expected that they could change their social status without
counting on the economic and political stracture that made it difficult for them to
succeed in life. Those people who ‘were financially well off looked at poverty i1 terms
of individual failure and believed that they should assist the poor via social welfare
programs because Thai society was a society of kindness and compassion. The Thai
middle class did not question the struciure of econoinic, political and cuhural
préblems, they did not support the social revolutionr ner did they call for any secial
rights from the govemment, Therefore, the middle class was not in a position of
leadership for social change. The problems in Thai society, according to Kukrit, were
moral problems. I morality was not deteriorating, Buddhism would provide the Thai
people with happiness because of their mutual assistance. As a result, the Thai people
were not aware that a political movement could put pressure on the government to
resolve problems because of their acceptance of the view that “ways of resolving
probiems depended upon people’s mind, i.e., they must re-adjust their mind.”?* In
ather words, they had to rely on the toral tevival.

Good govemance according to Kukrit meant Thai-style government and
leadership. Good governance was limited to leadership “of the people™ and “for the
people,” not “by the people.” Demmocracy only meant the people’s right to vote for a
“good person” o govern the country. Once we had a “good person”, we should allow
that “good person” to govern according to hié proper judgment because a “good
person” has morality in his heart. It was not obligatory to control and check the
leader's use of power.'?* ‘

The emphasis on unity in the nation was another idea that Kukrit inherited
from the intellectuals before him. A wide disparity of ideas within the nation bad fo be
prevented and resistance against the government must never occur. Severe disunity,
and those who bought it about, came 10 be seen as evil in the eyes of the Thai people.

Uthon Pholakun, an influential journalist, explicitly summarized Kukrit’s
works in the following terms:

...will T be too arrogant to say that the numerous works of

M.R.Kukrit Pramoj that led down the tong path were like dancers

who displayed their beliefs through their manners. Their total

personality could hypnotize the audience, without any movement

no matter what kind of problems...'%
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Sulak Siwalak responded superbly when journalists asked whether
“M.R.Kukiit was the tarning poim:™
...turning Thailand back to monarchy. MR.Kukrit played
an important role in destroying the People’s Party and turning back
to the Absolute Monarchy, and the military dictatorship. [ He ]
was the pillar who supported the military in suppressing the
peopl. This, he could do far better than anybody. .2’ |

Conclusion

Thai politics and Thai identity are closely intertwined. This study on “Politics
and the Construction of Thai Identity by M.R.Kukrit Framoj,” has clearly shown that
although Kukrit constructed “Thainess” to put himself in “power,” the “Thainess” ke
constructed had a profound impact on Thai politics both during its conception and for
a long time thereafter. '

The meaning of "‘"Ihaiﬁess“ which Kukrit implanted into the fabric of Thai
society not only caused him to become the authority in the definition of Thai social
and cultural righteousness but it also brought him “intellectual power” and
subsequently a political seat. He was accepted by the military, civil servants, and the
middle class as an individual who was more intetlectuat than anyone else in Thai
society and as & leader who sustained the essence of “Thainess.” '

During the 40 years that Kukrit played a role in defining “Thainess,” he
adjusted the emphases and the meanings of “Thainess” in response to poliiical
chanpes. However, his “assumed truth™ was not aitered in terms of its basic
framework. “Thainess” therefore remained clear and was highly infiuential in the
imaginary “Thai society and culture’ of the Thai people. Successive gcnerations,
including Sulak Siwalak, all concluded that Kukrit was an intellectual with limitless
knowledge of “Thainess™ and that he had no competition in this respect.?* His stature
in defining “Thainess” ensbled him to retain his influcnce in formulating political
relationship as well as creating discursive practices under his “Thai society and
culture” framework. His “Thainess” initiated the lengthy period of “political silence”

in Thailand.
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The “political silence™ and the state “void of politics” remains among the Thai
people to this day because they do not want to create a chaotic potitical situation that
wotuld diminish foreign investment as wel as reduce tncome from foreign tourism.

It can be said that Kukrit created clear and powerful mainstream thinking on
“Thai society and culture.” “Thainess™ implanted itself into Thai society both in
sufficient depth and breadth that it ﬁeepiy affected many different practices in Thai
society. Even though Kukrit himself was unable to continue in-political power after
the end his Prime Ministerial term in 1976, he exercised political influence to the
extent that the mass media and a group of academics named him the “pillar of
democracy.”'™ The meaning of his “Thainess® was deeply implanted in the Thai
society. Even the current Prime Minister continues to use the term “Thai nation”,

“Thainess™ and a state “void of politics™ in the same manner as M.R Kukrit Pramoj.
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The Construction of Mainstream Thougth on “Thainess
and the “Truth” Constructed by “Thainess”
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Absiract

Mainstream thought on *Thainess™ has been firmly defined by significant intelleciuals since the
reign of King Rama V., Intellectuals adjusted the key aspects and significance of “Thainess” periodically
in responded to the changing political contexts. - However, the original structure of © Thainess™ was
retained throughout these adjustments, As a result, the mainstream construction of “Thainess™ has an
overwhelming power upon the ways of thinking of Thai people.

The definition of “Thainess" originated within the context of the centralized political Structure.
This construction of “Thainess™ then became the basis of the ideology that maintained the cemtralized
political regime and the hierarchical social structure. Thai people have been dominated by this overarching
ideology since the end of the 1950s, since then, the ideology has functioned as an obstacle to prevent
Thai people from adapting themsclves to the rapid, crucial changes in Thai society. Further, the mean-
ing of this idea of “Thainess” has been too narrow to create “social Sbace" for all groups of Thai people
1o attain justice, freedom and equatity. Justice, freedom and equality are essential for people 10 access
essential resources and to live a dignified life. Therefore, we can say that mainstream thought on

“Thainess™” has becn one part of the vielent structure of Thai society.
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