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Abstract

Project Code: RSA5280034

Project Title: Use of ferrocement to strengthen reinforced concrete members not designed
for earthquake

Researcher:  Associate Professor Dr. Amorn Pimanmas
School of Civil Engineering and Technology, Sirindhorn International Institute
of Technology, Thammasat University

Email Address: amorn@siit.tu.ac.th

Project Duration: March 2009 — September 2012

This research is a study to reduce the damages to reinforced concrete structures due
to earthquakes, by strengthening existing structures so that they have increased seismic
strength and ductility. The scope of study consists of 1) strengthening of lap splice of
reinforcing bars by fiber reinforced polymer sheets, 2) shear strengthening of reinforced
concrete members by ferrocement and 3) test and development of mathematical model to
predict the strength of lap splice confined by ferrocement

The study on strengthening lap splice by fiber reinforced polymer sheets consists of
8 specimens. One specimen is the control specimen without lap splice and the other 7
specimens are specimens with lap splices. The later 7 specimens are grouped into 2 series,
15db series with lap length of 200 mm and 20db series with lap length of 250 mm. The
specimens are tested as simple beam with the span length 2.34 m. The cross section is 15
cm wide and 30 cm deep. The load is monotonically applied at the middle of the beam. The
applied load, deflection and lap splice bond strength are measured in the test.

From the experimental results, it is found that the variables that affect the strength of
lap splice are splice length, concrete cover and number of FRP layers. The experiment
clearly indicated that members with short lap splice length have lower strength and ductility.
The failure of the specimens is characterized by brittle splitting crack along lap splice length.
The confinement provided by CFRP around lap splice is effective to suppress the splitting

crack propagation and enable the steel to develop yield capacity.

Based on the experimental results, the tri-uniform bond stress model has been
developed to predict the confinement effect provided by CFRP. The model can also be

applied to calculate the required amount of CFRP for strengthening short lap splice region.




The second research project is the shear strengthening of reinforced concrete
members by ferrocement jacket. The experiment consists of 9 specimens. Three specimens
are the control (unstrengthened) specimen and the remaining 6 specimens are strengthened
specimens. The specimen is a beam type with the span length of 2.20 m. The cross section
is 20 cm wide and 40 cm deep. The specimen is tested under monotonically applied control
displacement at the middle of the span. The ferrocement for shear strengthening has also
included the skeleton dowel steel fabricated in a C-shape and is fixed on the side face of the
specimens at predetermined intervals. Experimental results have shown that strengthening
of specimens by ferrocement can significantly increase shear strength of specimens. The
ductility is also enhanced. The increase in shear strength varies with the spacing of skeleton
dowel steels and the form of strengthening. Finite element analysis has been conducted to
predict the behavior of specimens in the test. It is found that FEM analysis can satisfactorily
reproduce cracks, load-deflection response and failure mode.

The third research project involves the test and development of model to predict the
lap splice strengthened by ferrocement. In the experiment, 9 specimens have been tested.
Among all specimens, one is the control specimen without lap splice. The remaining 8
specimens have short lap splice and are strengthened by ferrocement. The specimens can
be grouped into 2 series; 20db series with lap length of 250 mm. and 25db series with lap
length of 300 mm. The specimen is a beam type with span length of 2.34 m. The cross
section is 15 cm wide and 30 cm high. The ferrocement consists of high strength mortar
reinforced by 2 layers of hexagonal wire mesh. Skeleton steel made of 9 mm round bar bent
in a C shape is also wrapped around the lap splice to increase the confinement. The load is
statically applied to the specimen at the midspan. The applied load, deflection and bond
strength of lap spliced bars are measured in the test. From experimental results, it is found
that the variable that affects the development of lap splice strength is length of lap splice,
form of strengthening and concrete cover. It is also found that if the splice length is less than
25 times bar diameter, the spliced bars cannot develop yield strength. The failure is
characterized by a large splitting crack along the lap splice. Strengthening by ferrocement
and skeleton steel can increase the load by more than 100%. The failure mode can be
changed from brittle splitting failure to ductile flexural mode. Based on experimental results,
tri uniform bond stress model is also developed to predict the behavior of specimens confined
by ferrocement. Good agreement between model prediction and experimental results can be

obtained.
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