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Abstract

Project Code : RSA-55
Project Title: Adaptation of Dwelling Space in the Central Part of Chaophraya Delta:

Case Study of Waterfront Settlement in Sena-district Ayudhya.
Investigator: Assistant Professor Terdsak Tachakitkachorn, Ph.D.

Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University.
E-mail: Terdsak@gmail.com
Project Period: July 2012 — June 2015
The unorganized land development into the modern state and the ignored social context which
in the past, was riverside society have resulted in the changes of land, social and economy at
both micro and macro level. Waterfront village which is a unique style of settlement from the
wisdom of Thais in the central area was affected. Such changes as well as the severity of
disasters arising from climate change also affect the lifestyle of people by the bank. Their past
wisdoms cannot fully manage new condition and new environment which bring serious problem
to those villagers.
This research aims to study the model and the development of residential area modifications in
the past and present as well as the factors and the impacts from mentioned changes. In the
research, researchers select 3 different riverside villages in Sena district, Ayudhaya as study
areas; Tambon Sena, Tambon Baan Po, Tambon Huawieng. This is a qualitative research by
both documents and field data. The researchers then draw cross architectural diagrams and
maps showing the change of physical component during each period to analyze the changing
nature and the modification of waterfront community area at both micro and macro level.
From the study, in the past, the areas of the low land by the river in which people lived and
used for agriculture were similar. People lived happily during either dry or flood season.
However, after the irrigation system and roads were expanded to Sena district, the areas were
affected. The urban area differs from the agriculture area, that is, urban area has been adapted
in order to prevent flooding and mainly focused on the road network both in dry and flood
season. The agriculture area, on the other hand, has remained unchanged. Today, the change
reflects that people in the waterfront area involve with both land and water according to the
season change.
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