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Abstract

Project Code: RSA5980044
Project Title: Multicultural schools in the making: Cultivating multicultural competence
through education for teachers and students in Thailand
Investigator:  Associate Professor Dr.Thithimadee Arphattananon
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University
E-mail: thithimadee.art@mahidol.ac.th, thithimadee@yahoo.com

Project Period: June 2016- 2019

This research project aims to 1) develop multicultural competence among teachers and
administrators towards cultural diversity and multicultural education; 2) develop the prototype
of lesson plans based on the principles of multicultural education and to trial them in
participating schools; and 3) to examine the result of the lesson plans on students’
multicultural competence. This research is an action research to develop instructional
innovation. In total, six schools in central Thailand participated. The researcher used seminar
and focus group meeting to develop multicultural competence for teachers and administrators.
Two sets of questionnaire and interview were used as tools to investigate the level of
multicultural competence. In total, twelve lesson plans were developed and trialed. The results
show that in general teachers and administrators demonstrate satisfactory level of multicultural
competence. That is, they understand and agree upon the principles of multicultural education.
However, what lacking are the skills to communicate and to teach students who are from
different cultures. The skills that students developed from the participating in the lessons are:
skills to work with people from different cultures; conflict resolution skills; and social action
skills.

Keywords: Multicultural competence, Primary schools, Thailand, Multicultural Education
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3) N15andA# (Prejudice Reduction)
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unneg (Teaching the Exceptional and Culturally Different Students Approach) 2) A5n15aeu
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