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Looking Laos through Buddhism

1
Geography

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic is situated in the heart of Southeast
Asian mainland without the exit to the sea. It is bordered by the People’s Republic of
China in the North with the long area of 416 kilometres, Cambodia in the South with
the long area of 492 kilometres, Vietnam in the east with the long area of 2,069
kilometres and Myanma in the northwest with the long area of 230 kilometres and

Thailand in the west with the tong area of 1,730 kilometres.

The Lao PDR covers 236,800 square kilometres having the long area from the
north to the south about 1,000 kilometres with the population of 4.5 million people. It
is rife with natural resources and various streams of rivers throughout the country. The
Mekong river is the main river passing from the north to the south of the country. The
whole areas of the country are in the tropical climate between the latitudes of 14°- 23°
north and longitudes of 100° -108" east which makes the land fertile and SI_Jitable B
planting. Most of the national population about 85 percent are farmers and agricul-
turists.

2
Government

The Lao PDR has changed the government from democracy to the new

government since the late 1975 comprising 3 significant factors as follows:
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1. The Lao People’s Revolutionary Party : LPRP
Marxist-Leninst political philosophy is adopted as a basic of the party’s way of

thinking. It has been supremely established of labour force class in order to
revolutionize production fundamental as well as culture. There will be networking in
various agencies nationwide namely the army, ministry, department, school, hospital,
etc. assisting to give advice and provide support to those agencies to facilitate their

working effectively.

2. Public Democracy

2.1. Centralization consists of the 3 following institution :

{1) The supreme People’s Assembly : SPA was established on 2
December 1975. It has the supreme power and is a representative of the population all
over the country. Its functions are concerned with legislation, constitution, national
economic and budget policies.

(2) Minister Council (Cabinet)

This council has the supreme power in government of the country,
taking care of the national population and development of the country in various sides.
There are 13 ministries.

(3) The Supreme Public Court (judiciary)

Its duty is concerned with the use of all national jaws.

2.2.Local Government

The Lao PDR is divided into 16 khwaengs (provinces) and 1 vientiane
prefecture. Each khwaeng is composed of muang (or district), tasseng (or subdistrict
or canton) and baan or village. It is divided based on various principles such as
economic, ethnic, and the governmental principles as well as the history of the

community.



3. Public Organization

The organization established by gathering of people in term of organization
has been set up by LPRP and supported by the government. There are networkings
throughout the country comprising as follows :

3.1. Lao Youth Union

This organization performs its duties following to the ways of LPRP
such as national protection, economic development and socialism encouragement.

3.2. Lao Labour Union

Lao Labour Union helps in provision of education and training to the
labour forces to develop their living as well as to help in national protection and
government.

3.3. Lao Women Union

L.ao Women Union performs duties concerning providing education

and training to women, protecting woman rights and constructing the nation.

3.4. The Lao Front for National Construction

This is the biggest organization comprising people from walks of life
without discrimination of gender, age, race and religion. Its duties are concerned with
national government construction, peace keeping, educational and cuitural
development, unity creation among various ethnic groups, encouragement of religious
freedom and belief of the population, gender equality development, upgrading

people’s quality of life as well as having faith in socialism under the lead of LPRP.



Ethnic groups along the Mekong River

4
The ethnic groups in the northeastern or Issan region of Thailand.

Isaan, then in the history, had been the territory of Lao PDR and then turned to
be the colony of Thailand since the reign of Krung Thon Buri. People of 19 provinces
in this region were called *“Heetbankongmuang” (mores) or traditionally called
“mores-12” There were still some culture different from other culture since Issan
group comprised heterogeneous culture even though the main cultural principle was
the same speaking language, way of life, specific local tradition, etc., therefore, were
different. Speaking language of some groups was very close to Thai such as Thai - Lao
group namely Thai - Yo, Phustai, Thai - Lao and Thai - Saek . Speaking language of
some groups, however, was entirely different from Thai such as Mon - Khmer.

1t was found that the groups with the same or close language and culture would
gather and stay together in the same town such as Surin Si Sa Ket. In addition, there
might be minority groups setting up their communities among those mentioned
groups.

In the reign of King Rama the Fifth, there was government revolution in B.E.
243'6. Royal officials were dispatched to oversee the heads of Muang in [ssan due to
the west colonialism. One way to solve the problem was to chang their attitudes
towards the word “Lao” by stimulating consciousness of nation - state. Meanwhile,
communication between the northeastern and Bangkok was more convenient when the
railway to Nakhon Ratchasima was finished in B.E. 2443, Furthermore, His Majesty
the King also seriously tried to provide Issan people with opportunities to learn Thai
language (on the previous day, they learned local dialects : Thai Noi and Thamma
alphabet) by expanding royal schools for general people to various head cities. In B.E.
2464 of the reign of King Rama the Sixth, primary education bill was promulgated
which was the vital factor making them be able to speak Thai language.

However, most Issan people are able to épeak 2 languages : their dialects and
official language. When considering groups of people, their dialects are regarded for

the group division which can be divided into 3 branches as follows :



1. Thai - Lao Cultural Group
This group or generally called “Issan group” is the biggest one. This

group is usually called “Lao” because its speaking language is the same as Lao PDR’s.
This group’s culture succeeds to the Mekong river culture (as well as Thai Vieng or
Vieng Chan) and also has its own alphabets since the reign of Ayutthaya. Thai - Lao
group has settled down scattering in this region particularly in the northern part of the
region. Those people live in Hnong Khai, Udon Thani, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon
Phanom, Kalasin, Maha Sarakham, Knon Khan, Chaiyaphum, Roi Et, Yasothon, Ubon
Ratchathani, Loei, Mukdahan and some districts of Si Sa Ket, Surin (Amphoe
Rattanaburi), Nakhon Ratchasima { Amphoe Bua Yai, Soong Noen, Pakthongchai) and
Buri Ram (Amphoe Putthaisong)

when considering deeply in the culture particularly in accents of the
dialect and the specific way of life of each group, it can be divided into 5 groups
namely Thai - Lao, Thai Yo, Thai Yoy, Phutai and Thai - Saek.

This Thai - Lao group likes to settle down in groups on plateaus, which
are locally called “None”. They will focus on paddy field meant the large plane as well
as the streams for consumption. Not far from the village, there should be a grove for

letting cattle walk and for picking up wild foods.

2. Mon - Khmer Cultural Group

This group will use Mon - Khmer language and likes to settle down in
the southern part of the region. They are now living in Amphoe Muang, Songkhla and
Prasart and other districts of Surin. For the districts in remote areas, villages still use
Guy language.

Besides Mon - Khmer, there are so in Amphoe Kusuman, Sakon
Nakhon, Kalerng along Pupan hill areas in Ramraj district (Amphoe Ta-U-Tain,
Nakhon Phanom) Bru in Ubon Ratchathani and Mukdahan.



Currently, ethnic groups in the northeastern region are not classified by
the race. There, therefore, are mixed races due to the migration, economy, politics, and
government. In the history, Issan. people of various provinces in this region may be
divided as follows :

Group 1 : They are people who migrated from the left side of the
Mekong river in the central part of Lao PDR by 200-300 years ago. They will live in
Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Nong Khai and some districts of Kalasin.

Group 2 : They are people who migrated from the same side of Group 1
including from the northern part of LAO PDR by 250 years ago. They will live in
Udon Thani, Knon Khan, Chaiyaphum, Kalasin, Maha Sarakham, Yasothon, Ubon
Ratchathani, and some districts of Si Sa Ket, and Buri Ram

Group 3 : They are people who migrated from the left side of the
Mekong river in the northern part of Lao PDR by 200-250 years ago. (their accents
are similar to people’s of Luang Phabang province.

Group 4 : They are people who migrated from Putthaisaman of
Cambodia. They will live in Nakhon Ratchasima and Buri Ram, which has been
prosperous since the stone age and was ever the centre linking government from
Nakhon Wat and Nakhon Thom with the head cities of Issan region. There will be
ancient remains constructed by Khmer such as Prasart Hin Phimai, Prasart
Phanomrung, Prasart Hin Muang Tam, etc.

Group 5 : They are people who migrated from Khmer and from
Attapreu of southern part of Lao PDR. They will live in Si Sa Ket and Surin, which
has been an ancient city since the prosperous age of Khmer. There is and important

ancient remains called Anghorphrawihan.
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The ethnic groups in Lao PDR.

Lao PDR is a multi-ethnic society with a plurality of cultural and sociopolitical
forms within its teritory. The population belongs to four main ethnolinguistic groups,
of which the Tai-Lao speaking lowlanders comprise the majority of about 3 million
people, while the Mon-Khmer speaking groups along with the Sino-Tibetans and the
Tibeto-Burmese form the hilldwelling minority. While ethincity is thus generally
recognized and ordered primarily on the grounds of linguistic affiliation, ethnic groups
in present day Lao PDR are conventionally grouped into three different categories
according to the ecological niches which they, partly for historical reasons, occupy.
These categories are known as (1) the Lao Loum, i.e. the TavLao speaking lowlanders,
(2) the Lao Theung, i.e. the ‘midlanders’, referring mainly to Mon-Khmer speaking
aboriginal groups such as Khmu and Lamet who live on the slopes of the hills, and
finally (3) the Lao Sung, i.e. the highlanders, composed of the Miao-Yal speaking
groups, of which the Hmong and the Yao are the best known, as well as of Tibeto-
Burman groups such as the Akha, the Lahu and the Phunoi in the north of the country.
It is generally recognized, though, that ‘Lao Sung’, the highlanders, as a concept has
its main reference in the Hmong groups, while similarly Lao Theung similarly Lao
Theung refers to the Khmu people.

This classification, seemingly built on the features of Laotian landscape and
ecology conveys by implication the impression of being a ‘natural classification’. It
makes use of territory and habitat as a way to substantialize and mark collective ethnic
identity while at the same time it also conveys an impression of some national unity
among the many diverse peoples living in Laos (they are all ‘Lao’), and it is therefore

widely used and accepted



According to gevernment statistics, the province with the highest number of
ethnic groups is Luang Nam Tha. For all provinces the breakdown by number of
resident ethnicities 1s as follows :

Vientiane 7

Luang Phabang 12
Phongsali 22
Luang Nam Tha 39

Udomxai 23
Bokeo 34
Hua Phan 30
Sainyabuli 13

Xieng Khuang 22
Bolikhamsai 14

Khammuan 15

Savannakhet 12

Salavan 12

Champasak 21

Attapeu 14

Sekong 14
Lao Loum

The Lao Loum (Low Lao) are the ethnic Lao who have traditionally resided in
the Mekong River Velley or along lower tributaries of the Mekong, and who speak the
Lao language. They are an ethnic subgroup of the Thai peolpes who have proliferated
throughout South-East Asia, southern China, and the north-eastern Indian subcontinent

The Lao Loum culture has traditionally consisted of a sedentary, subsistence

lifestyle based on wet-rice (with khao mio or glutinous rice, the preferred variety)
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cultivation. The Lao, like all Thais, were originally animists (followers of earth spirnt
cults) who took on Theravada Buddhism as their main religion in the middle of the first

millennium AD.

Lao Theung

The Lao Theung are a loose affiliation of mostly Mon-Khmer peoples who live
on mid-altitude mountain slopes (officially 300 to 1200 metres) in northern and
southern Laos. The most numerous group ts the Khamu, followed by the Htin, Lamet
and smaller numbers of Brau, Katu, Katang, Alak and other Mon-Khmer groups in the
south. The Lao Theung are also known by the pejorative term kha, which means slave
or servant 1n the Lao language. Most trade between the Lao Theung and other Lao is
carried out by barter. Metal tools are not common among the Khamu, Htin and Lamet,

who rely mostly on wood, bamboo and stone implements.

Lao Sung

The Lao Sung (High Lao) include those hill tribes who make their residence at
altitudes greater than 1000 metres above sea level. Of all the peoples of Laos, they are
the most recent immigrants, having come from Myanmer, Tibet and southern China
within the last century.

The largest group are the Hmong, also called Miao or Meo, who probably
number around 200,000 in four main subgroups, the White Hmong, Striped Hmong,
Red Hmong and Black Hmong (the colours refer to perdominant clothing), and are
found in the nine provinces of the north plus Bolikhamsai in central Laos. The
agricultural staples of the Hmong are dry rice and corn raised by the slash-and-burn
method. They also are adroit at raising cattle, pigs, water buffalo and chickens. For the

most part, thirs is a barter economy in which iron is the medium of exchange.
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The second-largest group are the Mien (also called Iu Mien, Yao and Man), who
number 30,000 to 50,000 and live mainly in Luang Nam Tha, Luang Phabang, Bokeo,
Udomxai and Phongsali. Other much smaller Tibeto-Burman hill tribe groups in Laos
include the Lisu, Lahu, Iko (Akha) and Phu Noi. Sometimes these are included under
the heading of Lao Theung since they live at slightly lower elevations than the Hmong
and Mien, but like the Hmong and the Mien, they live in the mountains of northern

Laos.

Religion in Lao. PDR
Theravada Buddhism

About 60% of the peolpe of the Lao. PDR are Theravada Buddhists, This
proportion is mostly lowland Lao, along with a sprinkling of tribal Thais. Buddhism
was apparently introduced to Luang Phabang (then Muang Sawa) in the late 13th or
early 14th centuries. The first monarch of Lan Xang, King Fa Ngum, was the first to
declare Buddhism the state religion, which he did by acception the Pha Bang Buddha
image from his Khmer fater-in-law. In 1356 AD, he built a wat in Muang Sawa to
house this famous image.

But Buddhism was fairly slow in spreading throughout Laos, even among the
lowland, people who were reluctant to accept the faith instead of or even alongside phii
( earth spirit worship). King Setthathirat, who ruled Lan Xang from 1547 to 1571,
attempted to make Vientiane a regional Buddhist centre, but it wasn’t until the reign of
King Sulinya Vongsa in the mid to late 17th century that Buddhism began to be taught
in Lao schools. Since the 17th century, Laos has maintained a continuous Theravadin
tradition.

Basically, the Theravada school of Buddhism 1s an earlier and, according to its
followers, less corrupted form of Buddhism than the Mahayana schools found in east

Asia or 1in the Himalayan lands. TheTheravada school is also called the ‘Southern’

School since it took the southern route from India, its place of origin, through South-
East Asia (Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Cambodia 1n this case), while the ‘Northern’

school proceeded north into Nepal, Tibet, China, Korea, Mongolia, Vietnam and Japan.
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5
Lao Sangha Administration

After the altering of government in 1975, Lao Sangha administration under
“The Central State Council of Bonze” composed of The king of Bonze or Chairman of
the central State Council of Bonze in Vientiane Who has extreme power and there are
lower positions : Chairman of Bonze in Khwaeng (or Provincial level,) muang or
district level Tasseng (or Subdistrict or canton level) and abbot who manages wat in
baan (or village level.) Each position is for 5 a year term but it may be submitted
names to further the work in the same position. The Central State Council of Bonze is
Composed of the Chairman, Vice Chairman, secretary and a number of Committees.
This structure is used in the Khwaeng level, too, Election of committee may be by the
ballot method or submit names to take a post, Because most of monks do not want to
be on the committee.

Theravada Buddhism has been worshipped in Lao. In the past, it was divided
into the Mahanikai and Thammayut sects. And after the alteration of goveruiment,
these two sects were omitted and worshipping only, one official sect, the “Lao Sangha”
(Song Lao) So, there was not a break in Buddhism, However, Thammayut activities are
done now as they were 1n the past

Example : structure of The Central State Council of Bonze in Luang Prabang
Province .6

1. Committee for the province : 18 persons and conduct general administration

1.1 Chairman : 1
1.2 Vice chairman : 6

1.3 Committee members : 11

2. Responsibility sections
2.1 Administration section
2.2 Education section

2.3 Distribution
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2.4 Public health section

There is a mesting at least once a year. And if there are unresolved problems,
these problems will be brought to an annual meeting in Vientiane to fix general policy,

. This meeting will be held in December every year.

Buddhism and Lao governing

In governing, the constitution of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic or Lao
P.D.R. that was proclaimed in 1991, article 30 says “Lao citizens have the right and
freedom to believe or not believe in religion” ! It means that Lao citizens have the
freedom to worship or not worship any religion. For Buddhism in Laos, since Laos
has many ethnic groups, The Lao Loum is the largest group and has worshipped
Buddhism from the past. And it has worshipped Buddhism to other groups all the time.
So the role of Buddhism in governing the country is an important issue.

A main governing or ganization that relates to Buddhism from the centre of the
country level to the fundamental fevel (Village, baan level) 1s the Lao front for National
Construction (Neawhom) (LFNC)

The Lao front for National Construction’s main duties are :8

1. encourage citizens in many tribes to agree to set up state organization and to
practise in accordance with the law.

2. encourage citizens to love the country, keep the country’s peace be beginning
at baan level.

3. encourage citizens in economic development, improve ways of life in
accordance with the country’s policy

4. encourage citizens to participate in education, art, literature and public health

5. acts as a pointer 1n helping religious organization of every religions in Lao
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LFNC’S Structure9

LFNC has many levels : LENC center level it is gituatcd in Vientaine. Lower
levels are LENC kwaeng level,

LENC muang level, LFNC tasseng level and LFNC baan level.

The LENC center level has an additional duty, that is relation work with foreign

countries which are concerned with religious affairs in the world.
LENC’S committee

LFNC’S committee is selected in village level, five persons from large village
and three persons from small village, it is called “Gana Naewbaan” . The next phase is
selection in tasseng level, 15 persons from large tasseng and 7 persons from small
tasseng

In this number, there is a monk. Then a selection in muang level, 15 persons
from large muang and 7 persons from small muang, in this number, there is a monk.
Then a selection in kwaeng level, 50 persons from large kwaeng and 20 persons from
small kwaeng, in this number, there 1s a monk. Finally, an election in the central level

in Vientiane, there are about 100 persons
Qualifications for those who want to be LEFNC members :

1. have a firm mind

2. have knowledge in politics and able to collect citizen

3. have finished primary school

4. must be the faith person of the citizens and care for them

5. have a healthy body

LFNC in baan level and tasseng can not get salary, expenses. Salary is paid

from muang level and up.
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LFNC baan level's duty

1. encourage citizens of both sexes and all ages to study, make more production
and maintain wats

bring patients to hospital for giving up in ghost's belief

direct and support children to go to school from kimdergarten level

collect citizens to clean houses and roads once a month

prevent epidemics by supporting restrooms in every house.

o v oA W N

support villagers in helping themselves in case of visiting the patients and
participate in funeral rites

7. maintain and fix wats, Buddha images and designate "Nai Clang" to take care
of donated money in merit event as well as be a coordinator in ment making
and set up "Grana Boon" or "Committee for merit making" to operate that

event and have success. Also, to take care of citizen of other religions

10
LFNC and Buddhism

The Lao People's Revolutionary Party or LPRP and Lao government give
responsibility to LFNC to direct and persue results in an aspect of Buddhism practice

done in accordance with LPRP's guidelines. -

Sangha’s role and duty

1. preach and distribute religion in accordance with LPRP's policy

2. help citizens children in education, especially enable poor children to be
ordained

3. study, produce and season herb drugs to help citizens

4. produce vegetable seeds and distribute to citizens

5. protect wat's treasures, maintain wat's areas in a clean and shady atmosphere

The government gives responsibility to The Department of Religion to direct in

policy, budget and texts to wats and monks
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11
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE THAI SANGHA

According to Acts on the administration of the Buddhist Order of Sangha of
Thailand B.E. 2505, the administration of Grana Sangha is managed by the Mahathera
Council. The Supreme Patriarch is the chairman and Phra Rajagana appointed By the
Supreme Patriarch at bast four but not more than eight are members and the Director of
the Department of Religious Affairs is the secretary. The council is empowered to
issue any regulations for the Grana Sangha as long as they do not conflict with the civil
law or the Vinaya
Mahathera Council manages the administration of Sangha in regional areas : 1.
Regions 2. Provinces 3. Amphur and 4. Tambon. Authority is distributed through the
Ecclesiastical Superintendents of Regions, Provinces, Amphurs Tambons and abbots of
wats. Appointment and withdrawal of these positions are managed by principles and
procedures of Mahathera Council
The administration of Grana Sangha in Central Area is divided as follows :
1. The Superintendent of the Contral Area-Supervising the administration of
Regions 1,2,3,13,14 and 15

2. The Supernintendent of the Northern Area-Supervising the administration of
Regions 4,5,6 and 7

3. The Superintendent of the Eastern Area-Supervising the administration of
Regions 8,9,10,11 and 12

4. The Supernintendent of the Southern Area-Supervising the administration of
Regions 16,17 and 18

5. The Superintendent of the Dhammayuttika Nikaya-Supervising the

administration of the Dhammayut monks of all Regions.

Provinces in the Northeastern are under the spuervision of the Superintendent
of the Eastern Area - 8,9,10 and 11 :

Region 8, consisting of 5 provinces : Udornthani, Nongkai, Luey, Sakonnakorn

and Nong Bua Lampoo.
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Region 9, consisting of 4 provinces : Khonkean, Mahasarakam, Kalasin and
Roi-et

Region 10, consisting of 6 provinces . Ubonrachathanee, Srisaket, Nokorn
Phnom, Ysothorn , Mookdaharn and Amnatcharaen

Region 11, conmsisting of 4 provinces : Nakhon Ratchasima, Burirum,
Chaiyapoom and Surin

The Constitution of Thailand B.E. 2540 designates in article 38 to give rights to
citizens in respecting religion following their beliefs

Besides, in the administration of Thailand, Bhuddhism is under the command of
the Department of Religious Affairs and the Ministry of Education. It supervises policy
and budget as well as education.

From the above information, the administrations of Grana Sangha Thai and
Grana Sangh Lao are alike. For example, Thai has the Supreme Patriasch as the
chairman while Lao has the King of Bonze as the chairman, Thai has Mahathers
Council as the highest administrative organization and Lao: has the central State
Council of Bonze. And these two countries have Departments of Religious Affairs
supervising them. But the differences are : Buddhism in Lao is no divided into sects,
but there is only one "Lao Sangha or Song Lao". While in Thailand, there are 2 sects !
Dhammayut Sect and Mahanikai Sect. Each sect has its method of administration.
Buddhism teaching in Lao must act in accordance with LPRP's policy under the
supervision of LFNC. While Thailand does not do this. However, these two countries
give their citizens the freedom of respecting religion. This freedom is enacted in the
constitutions.

12
Education system of Lao sangha.

After the alteration of government in 1975, the education system of Lao Sangha

has 3 levels : Primary school, Secondary school and university level
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1. Primary school (P. 3-5)

Pupils begin their learning from pratom 3 (grade - 3) to pratom 5 at the age

of 9-12. These primary schools are in many provinces throughout the country
2. Secondary schoel (M. 1-3}

Pupils begin their learning from mathayom 1 to mathayom 3. These
secondary schools accept pupils who finish pratom 5 and these schools are 1n important
kwaeng such as Vientaine, Luang Phrabang, Savannaket, Champasak. Subjects studied
are Dhamma subjects : Preaching, meditation, Dhamma principles in levels. Also,
general subjects such as chemistry, Biology, Physics, English must be studied

Secondary school for monks are of two types:

1. General school, students study Dhamma and Science

2. Sangha teacher training school, students study subjects for teachers in
addition to general subjects. The graduates can teach monks

The period of iearning is divided into 2 semesters

1. First semester July - November

2. Second semesterNovember - March

Closed : April - June

Teachers are monks and laymen. Students must not pay tuition fee. But
in some schools that lack English teachers. These schools hire English teachers and
students may pay a tuition fee of about 300 kip. Students who graduate from these
schools get certificates.

3. University level

This is higher learning. There are two institutions : Sangha Teacher
Training University, Wat Ong Tue and Sangha Teacher Training University, Wat That
Luang. They are in Vientiane. Those who want to study in them must finish their

secondary school. There are two types of candidates,
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1. Quota type, students who finish their secondary schools from kwaengs
and are selected by kwaengs by approval of The Central State Council of Bonze
sending them to study for the quota of an institution in Vientaine. These monks must
finish Mathayom 3 and teach in primary schools in rural areas or in secondary schools
for 1 year before being selected to study in the university. After graduation, they must
teach in schools that the government selects for compensation

2. General type, Students who finish Mathayom 3 and take university
entrance examination by themselves. After graduation they can do their work freely.

There are 3 university levels : First , Second and Third years.

13
Eudcational System of Thai Sangha

The education of Gana Sangha came into system from the reign of King
Rama V. As a monk must adapt himself to keep up with changes in the world. In the
past, it was the first place to provide education for children as well as the general public
in a regular system and in preaching. So, to get more knowledge. , Bhikku or Samanera
must study both Phra Pariyatdham as well as normal subjects. The development of
Bhuddhist personnel, especially, education management for monks has been
developing, The Educational Structure is managed from primary levels to high levels
and distributes educational opportunities to all regions throughout the country
Nowadays, althrough monks education has developed widely, two educational
administrations have been being used :
1. The study of Phra Pariyatdham (Dham section)
2. The study of Phra Pariyatdham (Pali section)
1. The study of Phra Pariystdham (Dham section)
It has been developed from time to time up until now. It is fundamental
education. There are 3 levels : Nakdham Tri, Nakdham To, and. Nakdham Ek Every

monk must study at least Nakdham Tri and there is an examination each year called
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the "Dham examination” . The textbook named "Nawagowat" is used. This book
describes the History of Lord Bhuddha, Vinaya and Kratoodham

2. The study of Phra Pariyatdham (Pali Section)

It has a different curriculum and rules from Dham section as There are class
studies and examinations. Monks will receive certificates after graduation ranging from
Pareandham prayok 2 , 3 (Mahaprarian) to Pareandham 9 (it is equivatent to a B.A). A
monk who wants to study Pareandham prayok 1-2 must Study and obtain & "Nakdham
tri" certificate. Rules of the study of Phra Pariyatham (Pali section) relate to the study
of Phra Pariyatham (Dham Section) in the aspect of monk who obtains "Nakdham tri"
that a certificate has the nght to study and take the Phra Pariyatham (Pali section)
examinations not higher than "Pareandham prayok 3 A Monk who obtains "Nakdham
to" must take "Pareandham" not over "Prayok 6 " and one who obtains "Nakdham Ek"
can take "Pareandham” examination to prayok 9

A Monk who passes "Pareandham 3 " (Mahaparean) will receive a ranked
fan from the King and have a title before his name called "Maha" The one who passes "
parean dham 6" (parean to) and "parean dham 9" (parean Ek) will receive a ranked fan

from the King's hand.

Education at the University level of Buddhist monks.

Nowadays, there are two Buddhist monk universities. They produce
personnel at the B.A. and M. A, levels :

1. Mahachuialongkorn University (in Wat Mahathat)

2. Mahamakutratwittayalai (in Wat Boworniweswiharn)

1. Mahachulalongkorn University under royal patronage
This university has old name as Mahachulalongkornratwittayalai. It is an

instituiton of Buddhist monks. It was founded by King Rama V in B.E 2432 and it was
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called at that time *Mahathatwittayalai* and began its university administration in B.E.
2490. It was coutroled by a University Board A Monk who wants to study in this
university must obtain "Pareandham prayok 3 (Maha parean)

hower B.A. level, there are 4 programs:

1. Advanced ecclesiastical teacher training certificate (2 years)

2. Pali Higher - Secondary "Certificate (2 years)

3. "Pali - Secondary" Certificate (2 years)

4. "Pali - Secondary” Certificate (6 years)

B.A level, there are 4 faculties :
1. Faculty of Buddhism
2. Faculty of Education
3. Faculty of Humanities
4. Faculty of Social Sciences
This university extends its network into Regions, there are campuses in
regions such as Northeastern Buddhist college (in Nongkai), Southern Buddhist college
(at Wat Chaeng, Amphur Muang , Nakhon Si Thammarat, Lanna Buddhist college (at
Wat Suan Dok, Amphur Muang, Chiang mai) It has open opportunities and facilitates
monks who wants to further their studies at a higher level. Besides, this university
extends its administration by teaching at the M.A. level and will extend into a higher
level in the future
2. Mahamakutratwittayalai under royal patronage
Mahamakutratwittayalai was founded on October 1, 1893 by King Rama V.
It is situated at Wat Boworniweswiharn to provide the study of Phra Prariyutdham to
monks in the Dhammayut Sect. While Mahachulalongkornratwittayalai provides
education for monks in Mahanikai. Krommameun wachirayanwaroros was the

president of Mehamakutrat wittayalai
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Nowadays, it has four faculties :

1. Faculty of Liberal Arts 2. Faculty of Religion and Philosophy 3. Faculty
of Social Sciences 4. Faculty of Education and it opens its campuses in Regional areas
to provide educational opportunities to monks in these remote areas such as
Khampeangsean Buddhist college at Wat Nong Krang, Amphur Khampeangsean,
Nakhon Phatom, Wangnoi college or Mahawajiralongkornratwittayalai (Amphur
Wangnoi, Ayudhya)

Thai Sangha has developed its education to improve religious personnel
both layman and religious ways up until now.

In conclusion, educational systems of Thai and Lao monks and samaneras
have been looked after very well. Especially, the poor who live in rural areas are able
to get education. In Thailand, Buddhist monk institutions have been scattered into
regional areas. While in Laos, university level institutions are in Vientaine. Moreover,
the two countries open opportunity to monks who graduate from these institutions to do
their works after resigning from commandment.

In the past, Thailand and Laos have had good relations in education. Lao
monks came to Thailand to study at Wat Mahathat, Wat Bowornniweswiharn or in
Ubolrathani province. Some of these Lao monks were appointed to prominent

positions in Lao Buddhism.

The 12 month tradition in Lao and in the Eastern of Thailand. a

The 12 month tradition is the yearly tradition of people who speak Thai-Lao
(Thai-Lao ethonolinguistic group) along the Mekong River basin. They believe in
Buddhism and follow Heetsipsong as the principle of their living. The word "Heet"
comes from Charit or Mores and Sipsong comes from 12 - month. Therefore,
"Heetsipsong" means the way of life or mores which people keep following and
performing in diffirent occasions all 12 months of the year. The mores practised by the

villagers indicates how much Buddhism influences their lives. And the "Heet -
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sipsong” has shown that both Lao people in the Republic of Lao or Lao PDR :and the North
castern people of Thailand (Issan) have long believed in Buddhism firmly, The

Heetsipsong mostly practised is as follows :



Virtuous tradition of Heetsipsong
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ITEM Month Various Tradition
Lao Issan .

1. Duen Aai - Boon Khao Kam - Boon Khao Kam
(December)

2 Duen Yee - Boon Khao Larn - Boon Koon Lan
(January) - Looking for wood

(Preparation of wood)

3 Duen Sarm - Boon Khao Yee - Boon Kao Jee
(February)

4, Duen Si - Boon Phra Ves - Boon Phra Ves
(March)

5. Duen Ha - Boon Sangkhan Khuen or - Boon Song Karn
(April) New Year Virtue

6. Duen Hok - Boon Bung Fai - Boon Bung Fai
(May) (Bamboo Rockets) {Bamboo Rockets)

- Boon Visakhabucha - Boon Visakha bucha

7. Duen Jed. - Boon Chamha - Boon Samha
{June) (Village's Ghost Feeding Virtue)

8. Duen Pad - Boon Khao Pansa - Boon Khao Pansa
(July)

9. Duen Kao - Boon Khao Pradabdin - Boon Khao Pradabdin
(August)

10. Duen Sib - Boon Khao Sak - Boon Khao Sak
(September)

11 Duen Sibed - Boon Gok Pansa -~ Boon Ook Pansa
(October) - Boon Lhai Rua Fai

(Light-decorated boat)

12. Duen Sib Song - Boon Kathin - Boon Kathin

(November) - Relics of Lord Buddha Virtue
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We can -sec that the 12-month traditional virtue of those who believe in
Buddhism in Lao and in Thai. Issan has almost the same characteristics. It showed the
close relationship of people living along both sides of the Mekong River before the
river-side land was saparated for political reasons.

The above ceremony performing is very popular in various districts both in Lao
and in Tssan of Thailand. Even same traditional performing in some districts might
already cease. Some districts may have more traditions and the traditions may be
different among those districts depending significantly on the popularity and belief of
people in each district.

However, the tradittonal virtues which almost got popularity and are widely
performed hardly changing in Lao and Issan is the traditional virtue item no.
4,5,8,9,10,11,12. Mentioning only the tradition virtue in Issan during the tourist season
to promote the tourist industry for instance Boon Hae Tien Khao Pansa of
Ubonratchathani, Boon Lai Rua Fai of Nakhornpanom. etc. This is one reason which

has made Heetsipsong Tradition change.

Conclusion

Buddhism has a lot of in fluence on the behaviour and feelings of the Thai &
Lao races. Buddhism is the principle of mind, belief and faith both personally and
publicly. And in the opinion of the Thai-Lao Race, Buddhism is the real religion of
their belief. But in daily life practice, Hindu or belief in angels and ghosts is also mixed
together, showing the folk Buddhism belief. As Buddhism is the important mind-
binding object ; therefore whenever moving and setting up a new village anywhere,
there will be also the construction of & temple, a temple with a monk or a ceremony
with preaching principle. The place for religious ceremony or temple is constructed by
people mutually giving donations with faith.

Owing to Lao politics and administration, religion preaching must coincide-

with the policy of LPRP under the inspection of LFNC. Since Lao just changed
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its administration in A.D. 1975 after a long period of civil war, the cooperation of
people in the nation is very important. Buddhism is used to support the national
establishment. So, Lao has cancelled Dhammayut and Mahanikai to keep only the Lao
Songkha as unity under the administration of Lao Buddhism Committee (The Central
State Council of Bonze). In the case of Thailand, Buddhism is under the administration
of "Mahathera Samakom" which is the utmost organization. Therefore, Buddhism is
one of three utmost institutions ie. nation, religion and monarchy. Buddhism has had
its part in activities to support Thailand's administration from the beginning.

In education, Buddhism in Lao and Thailand has an important part to educate
people both in religious preaching and vocational education. In Lao, there has been set
up Songkha education in 3 levels, that is Primary Education, Secondary Education and
University to give chances to the poor who pay attention to learning. For Thailand
Songkha Education has been set up to the university level, Masters Degree at this
moment and perhaps Doctorate Degree in the near future; which is considered to
promote Buddhist knowledge and to give a chance to those uneducated and poor people

at the same time.
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Differentiation and Involution of Ethno-Regional Lao Identity in Northeast
Thailand and Lao P.D.R.

HAYASHI Yukio
Center for Southeast Asian Studies

Kyoto University

INTRODUCTION

This paper describes the dynamics of inter-ethnic and inter-regional relations among the “Lao”,
a Tai speaking people, most of whom reside in Northeast Thailand and Lao P.D.R. on either
side of the Mekong River. The l.ao on the left bank met with the splitting of the Lan Xang
Kingdom into three Kingdoms in the 18" century and with colonization in the late 19", and
established an independent socialist state known as Lao P.D.R. in 1975. In northeast Thailand,
the alternative regional identity of “Isan” has been propagated through the centralization of
provincial administration over the past century in parallel with the spread of the educational
system, while the name Lao in Lao P.D.R. formally denotes nationality to the all linguistic
groups. In this sense, the Lao in terms of ethnic identity has totally disappeared as the result of
undergoing different socio-historical experiences in separate political domains. However, the
living expression of “Lao-ness” which is identified in the relationship with neighbors is still
observed in peoples’ memories and activities in both regions. Therefore, this paper focuses on
definitions of the “Lao” viewed by neighboring “non-Lao” peoples, reflecting a stereotyped
way of biological characterization of others, in order to clarify the process of differentiation
and involution of Lao identities in local contexts under the building of the nation-state (1).

1. “LAO” and “ISAN”

The Lao name for places and ethnic identity in the Northeast have institutionally disappeared
in the face of French colonialism, established Laos in 1899, and the statistical number of Lao
immigrants to the Northeast were thought to be at the maximum then. Before that period, from
1780 onward, the Lao and other non-Lao minorities in the Northeast had already been
subjugated politically by the Siamese government, while the actual socio-cultural hegemony
over the people of the region had long been exercised by local chiefs, mainly of the Lao. The
Lao in the Northeast then had been able to move to many places and open their villages (ban)
and political circles (muang) from the 18™ century to 1885 without any permission from the
central government.

In Thailand, Thai-Lao ({san) people are not a minority like “hill tribes” in terms of population,
and they are not a majority in terms of socio-political leadership. In contrast, the Lao in Lao
P.D.R. are a majority in both senses. Accordingly, the socio-cultural orientation in each
country is quite different. Most of the Thai-Lao are people who live in one region, the



northeastern part of the nation, while the Lao are the owner of one nation, a multi-ethnic
country . It is very impressive that the Lao, although most of them reside in the plain, are living
with many other language groups in one nation (2). The Lao or Lao Lum (literally the Lao who
live in the lowland) in their daily designation in Lao P.D.R. are the majority, most of whom
have political power.

Furthermore, the Thai-Lao in the Northeast see the present Lao as people who have been
involved in communism in an economically poor country, while some elders still see them as
their brothers. Especially among the young Isan generation, they often reject being called Lao.
Although I had been told I should speak Lao in 1981, I also was told later (1995) that there are
no Lao people today in that same village. At the same time, Lao officials in Lao P.D.R.
maintained a difference between the Lao and Thai-Lao people in northeast Thailand. We can
understand that this attitude is a political statement rather than everyday sentiment. Lao
peasants in the countryside, on the other hand, did not show any interest in the Northeast,
neither expressing feelings of identity nor separatist sentiment. (The sentiment of indifference
among people of the same language group is outstanding not only in the Lao but also in other
groups like Mon-Khmer peoples [Hayashi 1994; 1996a).)

2. “LAO-NESS” IN STEREOTYPED VIEWS

In both countries, the Lao and non-Lao minorities do not exist in isolation from one another.
Throughout their history, the Thai-Lao encountered the non-Lao on their migrations (3). In Lao
P.D.R., during the Indo-Chinese War, many ethnic groups were recruited into the fight against
the enemies. They then contacted more numerous language groups than ever before. As a result
of this poly-ethnic situation, rapid ‘deculturation’ between ethnic groups was observed. In the
course of their expansion into the region, the Thai-Lao language was needed to designate
positions of status among other groups and individuals. Through the ‘Thirty-Years Struggle’,
along with endeavors for building the state-ideology of the Lao P.D.R., representations of
ethno-cultural differences among them seem to be considerably melded into the cooperative
activities of their national development.

However, both the Thai-Lao and Lao shared and stereotyped their image of other groups in this
context. For instance, the Suai [Kui], Lao for savage in a sense, have long been regarded as the
most “backward” people around the region. The Khmer are people who know a great deal of
knowledge on magico-religtous matters; Phuthai are more friendly; Phuthai women in general
are beautiful, although marriage with them has been thought to be difficuit due to their
numerous taboos; the Kula (sometime mentioned as Tong Su; wandering traders from Burma)
men are kind and brave; Chinese are traders, and so on. Whatever the stereotyped images,
Thai-Lao and Lao now interplay and marry with the above groups. On the other hand, both
sometimes still show a strong aversion to the Kaeo (pejorative term for Vietnamese) and Khaek
(Indians) whose families stay nearby. Inter-marriage with them is still rare [¢f. Ko 1990: 153-



170].

Among the people of the Northeast, not only language and religion but also folk performances
and women’s clothing have been some of the important criteria differentiating groups from
each other, Especially from the perspective of the central Thai, staple foods such as glutinous
rice (khao niao) and fermented fish (pla la) are often cited to define (and to look down upon)
the “Lao”(4). In the eyes of Siamese glutinous rice is a mark of the backwardness of the Lao.
Conversely, non-glutinous rice (kkao cao) is often viewed as rice for noble people [cf. Cit
1976](5), while among the Kaloeng elders, who cultivate and eat upland rice of the glutinous
variety as their staple food, it has long been seen as a variety which can only be cultivated in
lowland fields.

People identify themselves in contrast to others around them, Lao people state their “Lao-ness”
or other affinity grouping (sum) by delineating neighbors who are not Lao or not of the same
group in the region. This kind of identification (contrasting the self with others) shifts
according to circumstances. What is important here is that all of the markers mentioned above
are not crucial criteria for the non-Lao minorities when defining the Lao in the region.

3. “LAO” IN THE EYES OF NON-LAO PEOPLE: Another Side of Stereotyping

The non-Lao ‘minorities’, however, see the Lao in different ways. According to Pricha and
Kanok, Cao Bon (Nhya Kul, a group of Mon-Khmer speaking people) in Nakhon Ratchasima
observe that “The Lao, like Thai, are mor ngam [a kind of ant; pheidologeton dwersus] that
seeks bananas and sugarcane. If they find some sweets somewhere they come in swarms.
We did not eat it all but they ate it all” [Mof ngam camukwai kluai ooi yu thi nai mot ngam pai
thung mot (cao bon) mai dai kin mot ngam kin mot] (Pricha et al. n.d.: 3). This view of the
Lao is to a considerable degree shared with other non-Lao minorities in the Northeast as will
be seen in detail below (6).

3-1: The Lao in the eyes of the Suai (Kui)

[3-1-1) MB/NK, T. NK, KA. Nam Kliang, Sisaket had been opened long before the
introduction of the present administrative system of village chiefs (phu yai ban) in 1892.
Today about twenty percent of the total population of the village is Lao according to the
present village chief. Most of the Suai here have good paddy fields for wet rice cultivation.
They eat glutinous rice like the Lao. Upland rice farming was given up due to disease and
insect damage (rok duwong) about 25 years ago. In upland fields, other cash crops (formerly
cassava [manihot] and presently kenaf [Hibisus cannabinus L.] have replaced upland rice. In
former times there was no Suai village wherein Suai cohabited with the Lao in a single village.
They lived independently in their own village. In the early 1970s, Mr. P, a Lao man, came to
ask about buying souse land. The villagers sold him some for 500 baht per rai [1 rai
equivalent to 0.16ha). Later, he sold the land to Lao immigrants for about 5,000 bakt per rai.



He, like many a land speculator, was good at making a great deal of profit. Following him,
many of other Lao came later to that village to purchase land and sold to the later Lao
immigrants who had sufficient money to purchase it. Since many of them want to other places
when they made some money, finally only a few Lao remained in the village. Despite the
constant comings and goings of Lao emigrants, the Suai villagers did not have any marked
tension with the Lao. According to a village elder, “because of that, culturally, we could share
our Buddhist temple. We have worshipped Buddha since the age of XKhom (old Cambodian
period)”.

[3-1-2] MB/KW, T. KY, A. Kantharalak, Sisaket, has a Buddhist Temple. The people there
eat non-glutinous rice as their staple food. They accepted first time in the 1890s for the Lao
men who married into the village. Now the original village has become a Lao village. The
MB/KW today 287 households in total in 1992, included 50 households of Lao couples and 30
households of Suai husband and Lao wife. In a recent decade, even the I.ao women, who
came to help harvest maize in the village as their wage labor, married Suai men of the village.

[3-1-3] MB/TD, T. TD, A. Muang, Sisaket/ The village elders has recalled their youth.

“We once worked as a blacksmith and went to sell ironware, not only to Yasothon and Ubon
Ratchathani, but also to the north, Khon Kaen and Roi Et. We went on foot carrying a haap
(wooden pole), at most four times a year. At no time did we prepare any foods because we
rested at the Buddhist temple in each village and got some food there. We did not choose any
one ethnic group. We spoke a few words to the buyer, using Lao and Khmer to communicate
with them. The Kula traders often visited our village to sell clothes and earrings until the
WW II, while the Lao selling rice in our village continued up to the 1960s.”

3-2: The Lao in the eyes of the Khimer

[3-2-1] MB/K, T. KS, A. Kantharalak, Sisaket/ Mr. I, born in 1929, tells his experience.

“We are Khmer. Unlike the Lao, we don’t like to leave our ancestral land just to make money. ......
Some of our original villages were eaten by the Lao. Whatever the case, they first came to marry the
Khmer women in our village, and later a great number of Lao families rushed in. Finally, they
occupied our natal village and some of us decided to move our house compound to another place
nearby. If you want to know the traditional customs of the Khmer, you should choose the villages
opened in recent days.”

“Before WWII, the Kula, Lao and Kaeo came to our village. The Kula sold clothes and silver wares,
and the Kaeo sold needles, while the Lao came to purchase our handmade torches (kabon). From
the 1960s onwards, the Phuthai began to come to buy clothes from us, whereas the Suai came to
sell their ironware such as spades, plows and knives. The Sua/ understood Khmer language,
whereas we don’t understand their words. ... In former times, as we had many varieties of rice,
the Lao, Suai, and other Khmer villages asked to share our stocks of rice. However, unlike the Lao,



we did not sell our surplus rice then. There was plenty of uncultivated land in the Northeast. As a
matter of fact, anybody could move anywhere he wanted. However, the Khmer did not like to leave
our land, while the Lao frequently moved to and fro, and would extend their paddy fields.”

[3-2-2] MB/DT, T. Wiang, A. Kantharalak, Sisaket/ Monk H (5 phansa), born in 1922:

His father was bormn in MB/DT. His mother, in her childhood, had followed other groups of
emigrants from Cambodia. Her nationality was Cambodian. After marriage all of their children
including the informant were born in MB/DT. They speak KhAmer, but their nationality was Thai.
The informant, born in 1922, can speak standard Thai fluently since he began to study it at 7-8 years
of age in the primary school in the village. He sees the Khmer and the Lao as follows:

“When [ was thirty (around 1952), some householders went back to Cambodia. They said the soil of
paddy land in Cambodia is better than here. Except for them we do not have any branch villages in
the Khorat. The KAmer here had been peasants. But they know well that the tand has sand soil too
much. Many varieties of upland rice were planted. When I was around 40 years old the forests near
the village had completely disappeared. Villagers had turned them to paddy fields. They quit
producing upland rice varieties, and the former upland fields became land for kenaf plantations.

“In former days, Lao men did not marry with the Khmer women. Partly because there was plenty of
uncultivated land for the taking around the region, they did not then have to marry the Khmer. But
the Lao could go anywhere they wanted as far as back I can remember. Today, they can also enter
the villages of Khmer, Suai and even go to foreign countries. In my eyes they like to move to and
fro (lao chop ophayop; mi tae pai ko pai). The Khmer, on the other hand, have not liked to move
out since earlier days. Only to Bangkok, where they go to look for money. Khmer people have
strong affection for their land of origin and their home (you asai laeng diao, luk lai khon ko yu duai
kan, thi asai diao kan). Consequently, Khmer live in the same spot or nearby, while the Lao make
their homes in many places. Anyway, [ think the Lao have much ability to develop their lineage and
sphere of influence.”

3-3: The Lao in the eyes of the Kaloeng

MB/B, A. Kutbak, Sakon Nakhon/ A village elder shares his observation,

“We are people who can only make produce, while the Lao not only make their produce but also
make profits reselling our produce. They are clever and cunning. In our eyes, the Phuthai and Lao
in Kuchinarai and Kalasin were good at moving to and fro and had the skill and knowledge in
extending their territory. Our ancestors, however, often criticized like this: “Their families go out
three days, and their villages move out within three months; it’s too bad (because they cannot have
real home). [sam mu yai huan, sam duan yai ban, bo di lae] . Even today the number of villagers
who go for seasonal work in Bangkok is very few {only three percent of the total population of the
village in 1987).



3-4: The Lao in the eyes of the Nyo

MB/HS, A. Loeng Nokta, Yasothon/ The present village head suggested as follows.

“The Lao came to our village fifty years ago (during WWII). The Lao women took Nye men. As the
number of Lao increased, it became a Lao village. Lac men coming from other places took Nve
women. They all sold their land to the Lao who followed them, then they left. What they did was to
sell the land and pass through our village. The Nyo have close contact with Phuthai rather than the
Lao. We are brothers, and we believe in each other [Kha Nyo kap Phuthai pen phi nong diackan,
Nyo kap Phuthai lak(kamoi) kan bodai, Tha lak kan nam sep kin khon).

3.5: The Lao in the eyes of the Yoi

“Since the time of our ancestors, unlike the Lao, we have not had much interest in extending our
paddy fields. Rather, we plant cash crops like tobacco and other vegetables. In former days, all of
the Phuthai people around Sakon Nakhon were Nai Hoi, local traders, who traveled around the
region to make money. They later became paddy growers (cao na). They have plenty of knowledge
about rice varieties too. Around 1932-33, a Phuthai man came and introduced a floating type of rice
(khao cao loi) to our village. Nai hoi in our eyes, then, were just like leaders (phu khum khrong) of
society and like people who had knowledge great enough to cross borders. Today, it is not unusual
for us to go to Bangkok or Songkla to get money. Moreover, we often go abroad to make some
money; some villagers even go to Saudi Arabia, Singapore and Japan in recent decades.” (MB/AK,
A. Aakat Amnuai, Sakon Nakhon./ A village elder)

4 TRADING ACTIVITES AND RICE VARIETIES IN INTER-ETHNIC RELATIONS
4-1: The Lao as Half Peasants/Half Traders

Those narratives mentioned above remind us that Izikowitz had observed in the 1930s that
most of the Lao in Laos opened new villages to make trading station and their taking the wives
from the non-Lao [Izikowitz 1969]. This coincidence about the Lao-ness around the region
may lead us the questions like what kind of skillful knowledge or activities related to trading
did they have and how did they develop them. The some portion of the answers will be found

in those narratives below.

MB/ST, T.Sang Tho, A. Khuang Nai, Ubon Ratchathani. A village elder recalls.

“The group of Suai people of MB/TD [mentioned above] in Sisaket often came to our MB/ST to
sell knives, hatchets and digging sticks (siam) many times a year. They were blacksmiths. They
came on foot and took rest in our Buddhist temple for a few days. In turn, before beginning our
planting season, we went to visit them and sell things like mosquito nets to the villages of Khmer
and Suai in Sisaket, Surin and Buri Ram, who can frequently speak Lao. We drove bull carts and
slept in their Buddhist temples. In former days, our fathers did not go to the South but went to the
North, the villages of Khon Kaen or Nong Khai. They dealt in tobacco and other stuff at that time.”

Today, a number of the original villages of the Suai and Khmer have been almost totally occupied



