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(1) Wil AA. 1957 A@Rsanst G. H. Luce Idaumeuasminsusadianeiiealase 3014
reAuuzifnasunsduudsyiRaanilnlug neuniladnaindeit . if you really mean, o are
really meant, to write the history of the Shans, you yourself (it can't be delegated) will have to do an
enormous amount of research (never yet doene), and you can't possibly do it "as part of your work."
They must put you on special, whole-time duty.

You can't write such a history , even of the Shan States of Burma, within one year. And are
you going to ignore the Shans (Tai) of China and Further India, of whom the Shans of Burma are only
a small fraction? God forbid that | should say anything to dissuade you from this task - the biggest
and maost important histarical job still to be dene in S. East Asia.” (Sao Saimong Mangrai 1965: 1)
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“_.. the two important sources of all -

(1) Chinese sources, which go back at any rate to the 1" Cent. A.D., and are far fuller and
mare trustworthy than any source except original inscriptions;

(2) Originai Old Tai inscriptions, which appear 1o exist in considerable guantities at least as
far north a Mang Yang - There appear to be 20 faces or more at Meng Lwe alone. We
know of 60 more in N. Siam... -none yet edited. And there are certainly other... in Lags,
around Vieng Chan and Luang Prabang.

Any history of the Shans which ignores these 2 basic sources will be, in my opinion, not only

no good, but definitely bad and misteading...” (Ibid. p. 2).
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“...prepared to spend not less than 5 years on the job, you could do it to

admiration...” (Ibid. p. 2)
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