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Abstract

Forum for Theoretical Science (FTS) was founded in 1986 with the purpose of
raising the low standard of research in theoretical sciences and mathematics.
Chulalongkorn University realized the importance of this goal and immediately gave
financial support to FTS.

The goal of FTS was progressively being realized, each year the quality of
research was improving significantly. Three years ago the Thailand Research Fund
(TRF) recognizing the achievements of FTS gave significant financial support to FTS in
order to accelerate its growth towards becoming a center of excellence with respect to
international standards.

This was a wise decision because with the additional funding FTS was able to do
much more to develop physics and mathematics in Thailand. We have taken a very
big step towards international standards as is shown by the following:

1) six publications in international physics journals of the first order

2) collaboration with many outstanding physicists from highly respected
scientific institutions abroad and also establishing cooperation between
scientists in Thailand. This was done by inviting them to come to Thailand
for long stays.

3) holding international conferences in Thailand so that local scientists can
learn from internationally established foreign scientists both by formal
lectures and informal talks,

4) graduating graduate students whose theses are of such good quality that
some of them were published in the best physics journals.

5) co-ordinating mathematics activity between Chulalongkorn University,
Chiang Mai University and the Suranaree University of Technology.

6) supporting local scientists to go to conferences abroad that are directly
related to their fields of expertise.

7) obtaining the best books and telecommunications equipment so that local
researchers can get the latest results in both physics and mathematics
immediately.

8) holding yearly conferences to demonstrate to the TRF what our
accomplishments were. The 17 September 1998 conference was the third
and final conference for the three year period of our last grant.

These excellent achievements would be greatly diminished without the generous
support of the TRF. We now have created an exciting atmosphere where ideas are
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flowing freely and inspiring all scientists in Thailand. Anyone reading the details of the
report can easily see the details of what FTS has achieved. It is a valuable asset and
resource of our country.

We look forward to what we can attain with the second three year grant from
the TRE. We are very optimistic that we can accomplish even more than we did with
the first three year grant.



