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Abstract

In the old days Nakomsrithammara] was a principal rice-producing source
feeding the peoples of Southeast Asia, in particular the Malay territory. Power seekers
had exploited that status of Nakomsrithammaraj to establish the base from which to
impose dominion over temitories ever since the time long past up to the Bangkok period.

During the Bangkok period, around the third or fourth reign, the
Nakornsrithammargj rice-producing source moved to the Pakphanang river basin, this
being part of the Nakomsrithammaraj city, and in areas around the Songkhla lagoon. In
this period the rice trade of the Pakphanang river basin prospered by dint of a large
increase in demand in the Singapore and Malay markets and of a corresponding supply
on account of a favorabte production source along with a sizable body of liberated labor
that entered this production area. From the reign of king Rama V until World War 1l and
15 years after the War, the temitories around the Pakphanang river basin and the
Songkhia Lagoon had been important for their rice production to the region. Even in the
time of war when trade restrictions were imposed, the rice production and trade by no
means ceased. But after the period mentioned, decline progressively set in. From B.E.
2500 (1957 A.D.) onward, natives of the Pakphanang river basin began to emigrate
wave after wave, having deserted their farms to seek a new place to live and a different
means of livelinood. Rice mills went out of business one by one and then in increasing
numbers, and today those that remain do not assume so great a role as in the past.

These changing circumstances are what prempted this research in order to
seek answers to the following questions.

1. How did the rice trade around the Pakphanang river basin and the Songkhia
lagoon developed in each period, and what were its circumstances?

2. What caused the earlier prosperity of the rice trade of this region as well as

its subsequent decline, and what factors contributed to this phenomenon?

The researcher secured documentary data about the entire system of nice
trade of the south and collected fieldwork data by interviewing no fewer than 70

individuals experienced in the rice trade and production of this region, some of whom
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are now deceased. They were identified from past pictures and advertisements about
the rice trade.

All the data were organized in sequence as follows. First was an introductory
chapter. Then Chapter | dealt with the development of the rice trade of
Nakornsrithammaraj city and the Pakphanang river basin during the early Bangkok
period, with the rice trade divided into stages of liberal trade, darkness and revival, and
impasse, each described with reference to its circumstances of the rice trade and
production and to reguiations and laws affecting the rice trade. Chapter |l was about the
development of rice milis iocated in the provinces of Nakomsrithammaraj, Pattalung, and
Songkhla, which fall within the region around the Pakphanang river basin and the
Songkhia lagoon, giving a brief historical account of rice mills with emphasis on
mechanically-driven ones so instrumental to the rice production and trade during the
prospenty stage, and expounding the roles of the southem Thai rice company and its
rice mills, as well as the organization and management of the mechanically-powered
milts.

Chapter 11l discussed the rice thresher and local wisdom, giving an account of
various types of rice thresher from the manual type to the steam-powered one and the
motor-driven type, which consisted of several systems : manually-operated system by
which the thresher was driven when a handle to it was pushed and pulled, grinding-
head system, developed system, and electrically driven system. The deveiopment of
each type of thresher was marked by the fact that local engineers played some part in it.
The development of threshers helped to reduce costs for rice mills, causing farmers and
middiemen to replace large mills in the rice producing and trading system, with the
government playing a part in initially promotion small-size threshers. What happened to
the rice trading system was not so positive as the government had intended, but rather it
continually forced the rice trade and production into progressive decline.

Chapter IV covered the culture that grew out c_)f the rice trade and mill involving
the steps of rice purchase, the rce-purchasing techniques employed by rice miils,
middlemen and brokers, rice sacks, the utilization of rice chaff and straw, the use of rice

grain powder--—-a by-product of rice threshing---as animal feed, rice transportation by
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tand and water that included boat navigation routes, types of boats, and rail and motor
car shipping routes. Also in this chapter were the system of finance, the types of
currency used in the early Bangkok period for intemational and domestic trade, the
currency units being issued by the rice mills and local tax regulators to circulate within
their spheres of control. Chapter IV closed with the scales of measurement, scooping
and weighing, used in the rice trade.

Chapter V presented the community power dernved from the rice trade and the
rice mill enterprise. This was an analysis of data and events conceming the rice trade :
community strength, community expansion, sources of labor from freed slaves and other
forms of subservience, migration of the Chinese so vital to the rice trade and the
founding of rice mills as well as making available labor for rice milts, and emigration of
farmers.

With its political and administrative power, the government proclaimed laws to
control and regulate the rice trade, resulting in system of monopoly in the intemational
rice trade as well as the gradual abrogation of laws protecting the local rice trade to
allow rice produced in the Central region to dominate the Southern market. Behind this
free trade concept seemed to lurk the intention of preventing the growth of rice
production and trade of the South, and was one of the principal causes of the gradual
deterioration in the rice production and trade in the southern region into its present weak
state. On the dimension of cultural dynamic, the present way of farming has changed
from the practices of the past. In connection with business dynamic, the past giory of
the town of Pakphanang as center of rice trade and production of the Pakphanang river
basin once made it an important port. But as the rice frade declined, so did the town.
Although the Pakphanang river basin region later gave rise to new occupations such as
those connected with fishery and shrimp-farm enterprises, no sign of the same

prospenty as that of the old days was indicated for the town of Pakphanang.
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