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ABSTRACT

With the state as a power from without coming into contact with local communities,
especially as the state adopted capitalism as its prevailing economic tenet for national
development and made this influence felt in the form of National Economic and Social
Development Plans trom the year 1961 A.D., local communities were adversely affected greatly.
Their social forces were rapidly eroded. During the Fifth-Seventh Plans, their community-
strength structure was ravaged almost completely., The viability of any particular community
under such circumstances is, therefore, of interest and worth studying as to its original “capital”
or the presence of any newly developed force to sustain the community up to a certain point. The
Praekha community is one such community.

This research study was entitled Power Base and Community Power Utilization:
Ban Praekha Community, Khuan Khanun District, Pattalung Province. The issues studied
were how a strong community evolved, how its power was derived, and how it managed its
existence as community. The study also sought to show whether the power that made for the
existence of the strong community truly belonged to the community. This was the research
procedure: the researcher initially participated in community activities to study a wide range of
data as well as survey data sources, used the data to formulate research problems, surveyed data
in the community and areas related to the research problems to form a research outline for
fieldwork operations; field data collection was carried out in several ways, e.g., group interview,
individual interview in natural setting, observation of the people’s participation i community
activities, and participation in community affairs; additional data were obtained from documents
for in-depth study; all the data were compiled and a research report made by means of analytical
description.

The following findings obtain. The Praekha community’s history dated back about
300 years. It had been strong from the outset: its people in the past lived simply in a self-reliant
agricultural society with its own production, consumption, and exchange of goods, and with only
few life-sustaining items imported from outside; soctally, the people lived interdependently and
were but loosely organized, principally through kinship relations. The entry of the state power in
the management of the community through the application of the National Economic and Social
Plans {rom the year 1961 A D. brought changes in the production, consumption, and exchange.

The production was accelerated to yield a greater volume, causing the community to change.



|

This change was clearly visible especially during the Fifth-Seventh Plans. But because the
communily’s economic foundation of agricultural society still persisted, the economic collapse of
the country and the region toward the end of the Seventh Plan did not affect the Prackha
community in any serious way. Added to this was the fact that the leaders of the community
were able (o adapt and apply their local culture and wisdom to advantage, and knew how to
manage their resources appropriately. Therefore, the community still stood strong and enjoyed
the power of secure existence, in spite of the fact that it had its wobbly moments from the impact
of the external industrial trend during the Fifth-Seventh Plans. Nevertheless, the community had
yet to ward off the capitalistic current that was laying siege on the wake of globalization.

After data analysis, it was found that nine factors gave rise 10 the strength and power
utilization of the Prackha community: first, its leaders were strong; second, women had a higﬁ
profile i the community; third, the community was endowed with a good system of group
organization, administration, and management; fourth, traditional local culture and wisdom were
adapted and applied 1o good use; fifth, capitals were amassed within the community as well as
from outside; sixth, there existed a process of participatory development to a rather high degree;
seventh, the community enjoyed a strong traditional culture; eighth, community members were

property recognized and supported; and ninth, very little internal conflict existed.
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