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Abstract

Generic Substitution in Public and Private Hospitals in Thailand
Sripen Tantivess

International Health Policy Program, Thailand.

Journal of Health Science 2002; 11:32-43,

This study aimed to assess the policy and practices regarding generic substitution in public
and private hospitals in Thailand. Postal self - administered questionnaires were distributed to
202 sample public and private hospitals in February 2001; response rate was 57 percent.

When generic version drugs available in the country, most public hospitals outside Minis-
ry of Public Health (MoPH) and private hespitals had no policy on what types of products
(original, generic or both), to be selected into hospital formularies, while most MoPH hospitals
established the rule to select only one item, namely either original or generic product. In

practice, it was found that higher proportion of public than private hospitals selected generic -

versions, However, both types of hospitals had similar patterns of drug selection. Original
products were selected by most hospitals if the drugs are classified in narrow therapeutic index
(NI} group, or required specialist prescribing, and there was very small number of generic
versions available. On the other hand, for less harmful drugs, no reperted problem on the
quality of locally - produced generic products and a large number of generic, versions were
available in the market, then most hospitals selected generic products into their formularies.

Public and private hospitals having both original and generic versions in their formularies
had a practice of prescribing and dispensing original products regarding insurance status and
affordability of the patients. It was found that more hospitals prescribed original products to the
beneficiaries under Civil- Servant Medical Benefit Scheme than to the patients under other
health insurance schemes. .

Decision to purchase generic products, public and private hospitals paid most attentions to
the local producers® Certificate on Good Manufacturing Practices, historical performance and
credibility, and manufacturers’ report on drug analysis. In order to promote generic prescrib-
ing, three recommendations to the government were made, including foster quality assurance of
bio-equivalence study for all generic products, surveillance of marketed generic drug quality
and effective dissemination of information on drug quality to hospitals and other purchasers

Key words: generic drugs, original drugs, public hospitals, private hospitals, drug quality, Thailand.
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“Abstract
Thailand

Suwimol Chakajnarodom**

Policy Program, Thailand.
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try.

‘The Effects of the New Drug Registration Regulations on Generic Availability in
Sripen Tantivess*, Sukunya Jierapong**, Anchalee Jitraknatee**,
*Senior Research Scholar Program in Health Economics and Financing. International Health

**Drug Control Division, Food and Drug Administration
Joumnal of Heaith Science 2002; 11:144-52.

This study aimed to assess the effects on generic avatlability resulting from the adminis-
trative measures established in Thailand to provide 2 to 4 year market exclusivity to some
pharmaceutical products, not protected by conventional patenting system. The measures have
been integrated into the regulations on new drug registration by the Food and Drug Administra-

From the year of the first enforcement of the regulations in 1981 until the end of 1999, 742
new original products were approved. On the 30th of June 2000, 54.0 percent had ended their
exclusive rights. The length of exclusivity period of the originals approved each year decreased
gradually from 6.5 years for the products approved in 1991 to 1.6 years for those approved in
1998. Most (95.3%) of the period was spent on post-marketing monitoring of drug safety.
However, of the registered original products, only 11 generic products became available.

One hundred and eighty-four original products approved unconditionally by the end of
1997 but their generics had not been available. Twenty - five percent of these products were
imported at the annual value higher than 1¢ million baht, among which 76.0 percent were the
products of conventional dosage forms that could readily be manufactured by locai drug indus-

It was concluded that the delayed peneric availability in Thailand, then, did not result from
intellectual property right protecting measures. The factors determining the performance of
local pharmaceutical manufacturers should be intensively assessed in order to develop effective
policy and measures to strengthen the local generic drug manufacturers.

Key words generic druogs, original drugs, drug registration, market exclusivity, Thailand.
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‘Abstract  Generic Entry and Drug Expenditures of Hospitals: Case Study of Drugs Approved
by Means of the New Drug Registration Regulations
Sripen Tantivess*, Sukunya Jierapong**, Anchalee Jitraknatee**, Suwimol
Chakajnarodom*
*Senior Research Scholar Program in Health Economics and Financing, International Health
Policy Program, Thailand. **Drug Control Division, Food and Drug Administration.
Journal of Health Science 2002; 11:167-76.

The effects on hospital drug expenditures of the market exclusivity granted to innovator
products by means of Thailand regulations on new drug registration were assessed. Self-admin-
istered questionnaires were distributed by mail to 292 public and private hospitals in February
2001 to collect data on purchase volume and value of 10 new approved generic drugs contain-
ing 3 active chemicals, namely fluconazole, clozapine, and ondansetron. The questionnaires
were returned by 168 settings (56.9%).

It was found that during the first two years of the generic entry, 1989 to 2000, the unit
prices of the generic versions of all products purchased by the hospitals were lower than the
prototypes’. Due to lower price of the generic products and the generic substitution in the
hospitals, substantial decreasing in drug expenditures of 216.6 million baht has been observed
(71.5 million baht in 1299 and 145.1 million baht in 2000). The total cost - saving would be
251.9 million baht if the original products had completely been substituted. Tremendously
increased purchase volume of some drugs, particularly fluconazole, among these healthcare
settings when generic entered the market without increase in health needs, indicates signifi-
cantly improved accessibility to the drug. '

To potentiate the magnitude of the positive effects of generic entry on drug cost contain-
ment among hospitals and to improve accessibility to drugs, promoting drug price competition
and encouraging generic substitution are recommended.

Key words generic product, drug expenditures, generic substitution, Thailand.
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Abstract

his study is of the evaluation of usefulhess and appropriateness of Proton Radiation
Therapy for cancer freatment in Thailand. This project was evaluated during June -
August 2000 by using 3 procedures. The first was to review the literature, prict
studies and experiences of other countries that have already used Proton Radiation
Therapy in term of benefits and efficacy. The second procedure was to research
.the types and the magnitudes of cancer patients in all of the radiation therapy
units in the country during 1997-1999. This included noting the existing and expected
resources and ability to pay of cancer patient in each radiation therapy unit. The
last procedure was to ask for the opinion of the Radiation Therapists in the country
to determine the appropriateness and usefulness of Proton Radiation Therapy for
cancer treatment in Thailand. The one result revealed that the chmcal benefits of
Proton Radiation Therapy were unclear and the trend of using Proton Radiation
Therapy would be tumed down because of economic factors. Other results showed
that Proton Radiation Therapy would not be useful and relevant to the cancer
patients and problems in Thailand. The study founded that most of the cancer
patients were very poor and had no resources available to pay the rate of 350,000
Baht (~8,000 USD)} per person for Proton Radiation Therapy. The lack of basic
instruments and personnel, especially Radiation Therapists and Medical Physicists,
should be the first priority that National Cancer Institute (NCI) investigates before
investing in expensive technology. This study could be one example of technology
assessment and getting research into policies. Furthermote, the MOPH decided to
reject the Proton Investment Project of NCI after considering this study. There were
three suggestions from this study, which were urgent problems solving of radiation
therapy for cancer, clear facilities planning of high cost technofogies and the
establishment of technology assessment committee,
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“Abstract

Burden of Disease

Yot Teerawatananon*, Kanitta Bundhamcharoen**

*Senior Research Scheme in Health Economics International Health Policy Program, **Bureau
of Health Policy and Planning, Ministry of Public Health under the Working Group on Burden
of Disease Study, Bureau of Health Policy and Planning

Journal of Health Science 2002; 11:271-81.

Disability-Adjusted Life Year (DALY) is one of summary measurements of health status
that combines a measurement of premature mortality and morbidity. One of the advantages of
this indicator is that it can quantify all states of ill health into a single indicator, while this is not
possible in conventional health,status indicators widely applied in health planning. DALY has
two components, one is the Year of Life Lost due 1o premanire death (YLL), and the other is
the Year Lived with Disability (YLD). From policy perspectiife, DALY is a useful tool for
decision-making. It can be used for priority settings in health resource allocation, monitoring
health status of the population, and cost utility analysis of different health interventions. There
are some precautions, though, on ethical concerns in applying this indicator without compre-
hensive understanding,.
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Capitation Rate for Promotion and Prevention Package for the Fiscal Year 2646BE (2003AD)
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