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Abstract

Project Title: TRF Senior Research Project “Preparedness Management for the
Protection of Thai Migrant Workers: A Participatory Action Research
for Model Development”.

Researcher: Professor Dr. Supang Chantavanich and the Asian Research Center
for Migration, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkom University.

Duration: 3 Years (August 2001- July 2004)

The issue of Thai migrant workers who have been going abroad is a
significant problem in Thailand. For the purposes of this research, the migration
process was broken down into the following three phases: 1) pre-departure, 2)
conditions in destination countries, and 3) return to Thailand. During Phase 1: Pre-
departure, migrant workers are often deceived and exploited by recruitment agencies
and the recruiting system. The Thai government has not been successful in
systematically administering and managing these job recruiting companies. For the
workers themselves, they lack the necessary information to protect themselves from
deception and exploitation, and are unaware of the long-term nature of the work and
the impacts it will have on their lives.

In Phase 2: Conditions in destination countries, Thai government agencies
are limited in their ability to cope with migrant workers’ problems. Thai migrant
workers do not have access to necessary information regarding efficient planning
upon their retum and legal advice. In addition, workers have both physical and
mental problems caused by working very hard under high risk conditions. Some of
them are not paid at all or are paid less that what was offered in their contracts, while
others are laid off. Additionally, many workers spend their leisure time in non-
creative ways such as drinking, going out and finding new partners.

During Phase 3: Return to Thailand, workers are burdened with debts
because many take out substantial loans in order to go to work abroad. Some have
problems reintegrating into their local life in Thailand again. The Thai government's
strategic plan to assist these returnees and to systematically monitor their retumn
process has yet to be put into action. Because of workers’ debts and unemployed
status upon their retum, most workers must re-emigrate to work abroad again, thus
creating a vicious circle.

The research team proposes that the Thai government follow its policy and
strategy on labor migration, including proper evaluation, and take into consideration
elements of human capital and human dignity. The government should try to
improve its preparedness management for workers during the pre-departure phase,
work in destination countries and be involved during the retum process. Empbhasis
should focus on the protection of migrant workers, the suppression of unscrupulous
trafficking and migrant smuggling networks, and the creation of local employment.
Additionally, the promotion of jobs or occupations for both unskilled and semi-skilied
workers in rural areas should be implemented as a means of providing local
employment for migrant workers upon their return and protection from the re-
emigration cycle. All concermned government agencies, namely the Ministry of
Education, the Ministry of Public Health, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of
Justice, and the Royal Thai Police should cocoperate with the Ministry of Labor as a
means of comprehensively providing protection for Thai migrant workers.



