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Abstract

This report is the result of the research project carried out during 2002-2005.
The study area is at the Thai-Burma frontier which covers Tha Song Yang District of
Tak Province on the east of Moei River and the Karen State on the west of the River.
Research methods include document research, in depth interview with, participant
observation in activities and ceremonies, informal talk with peoples and informants in
the area and a simple socio-economic survey of households in five villages: Mae La
Thai, Mae La Yang, Mae La Khi, Mae La Pho Khi and Tha Song Yang. The aim of
the research is to explore the social, economic and cultural relationships between
people, politic and interest groups and the states in the area. The attention is paid on
how they contest, negotiate and response to each other’s attempt to control and make
use of the frontier opportunities.

The study found that ‘Khon Muang’ has moved into this frontier area longer
than 100 years ago. The relationship between Khon Muang and Karen, who is the
indigenous inhabitants, has been long developed in the economic, social and cultural
areas. Moei has been designed to be an international boundary to divide land and
people and put them under two states. But the situation along the frontier is
complicated so that Moei could not carry out its duty as expected. In contrast, Moei
facilitates the border crossing of people and goods based on long developed
relationship between peoples. Negotiation between many parties in the area and
between the states and the international power does facilitate the flow of goods and
people across Moei.

The boundary of the frontier is not Moei but the invisible and flexible
boundary encompass the relationships between peoples and groups in the frontier area
including their network. This boundary enables frontier peoples to continue their lives
and business across the border and to protect their areas from the exploitation of the
powerful outsiders. The cultural identity of this frontier area is clear as cultural
practices i.e. dressing, food, ceremonies, are different from those in other places. The
frontier identity however is expressed when people feel that they were more exploited
than to gain from an imposed project or they were just too much oppressed. Rallies
against the resettlement of the Hmong refugee in the area, a letter requesting the
UNHCR to look into the case of the murder of Karen refugee are just examples of the
expression of the unity and the frontier identity and the continuation of the people
struggle.
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6. HISTORICAL GEOQGGRAPMHY OF THE BUHMESE COUNTHRIES AT SEVERAL FPOCHS

1 Grabowski and Turton (2003: pull out maps)
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