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Abstract

This is an analytical study of the so-called “Kotmai Tra
Samduang”, or the Law of the Three Seals, which was codified in
1805 during the reign of King Rama I, 1782-1808. It explains the
complicated structure of the Law of the Three Seals. The writer points
out that the Siamese law makers’ conception of legal authority and
administration of justice had led them to divide the law texts into
three separate categories, the Dhammasastra, the Phra Rajasastra,
and the Phra Rajanitisastra. In dealing with the structure of the
Law of the Three Seals, this study also discussed the philosophical
foundation of the Siamese law code, its evolution, and the ultimate
role of Siamese kings in the promulgation and revisions of Siamese
laws. It is claimed that the Siamese kings made new decrees in
response to the ever-changing social conditions, especially the factors
influencing relations between individuals and between state and
individuals. The principle of the Phra Rajanitisastra provided the
kings with the right to issue new regulations in order to redress the
various administrative and juridical problems. These regulations,
provided they remained in use over a long period, were to be raised in
status as the Phra Rajasastra and later 1o be included as cne of the
Phra Aiyakan (codified) sections of the corpus of the law of Siam.
Finally, the writer emphasizes that it is imperative for one to study the
Law of the Three Seals to truly understand Thai society from the

historical, cultural, socio-economic, and political points of view.
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