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ABSTRACT

This research project was initiated and undertaken with the researchers’ awareness of the
existing inconsistent and non-heuristic approach to a study of Thai grammar. The purpose of
the project is to analyze significant syntactic characteristics of Standard Thai, Central Thai,
Northern Thai, Northeastern Thai, Southern Thai, Thai age dialects, Thai sex dialects, Thai
social class dialects, and Thai ethnic group dialects and synthesize all the results into a pan-
dialectal grammar of Thai.

The research procedures started with data collection. For the four Thai regional dialects,
informants who were native speakers of the dialects were interviewed and asked to talk about
topics concerning everyday activities. Their speech was tape-recorded and used in the
analysis. Concerning the social dialects, informants were tape-recorded while they were
interviewed. The conversations were part of the data. Other parts were taken from various
sources, e.g., newspapers, talk shows on T.V., editorials, laws, novels, official letters, and
academic journals. The analysis was done step by step starting from analyzing Standard Thai
so as to be a model for the other dialects, followed by the analysis of each dialect, and finally

the meta-analysis and synthesis of all the results so as to arrive at a pan-dialectal grammar of
Thai.

The results of the study show that the grammars of the four regional dialects are not different
from that of Standard Thai in terms of main structures. However, in terms of certain systems,
they are unique as in the pronominal and final particle systems. Also, in some constructions,
they make use of syntactic markers that are not found in Standard Thai. Generally speaking,
the grammar of Central Thai is almost the same as that of Standard Thai. Northern Thai,
Northeastern Thai and Southern Thai differ from one another and also differ from Standard
Thai in terms of the systems of vocabulary.

With regards to the four social dialects, it is found that pronouns and final particles are
markers, which differentiate male from female, the old from the young, and the middle class
from the lower class. In addition, certain grammatical categories, such as nominalization,
complex sentences, serial verb constructions, and passive voice are also markers of social
groups.

This study is original in that it takes into account social variables in the analysis of syntax.
The findings reveal a global picture of Thai grammar that covers the non-standard groups that
were overlooked in the past. Moreover, this study provides plenty of knowledge of typology
and universals of language.
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Last night, we had hail stones. They were as big as this.
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Some do not have pots or cannot find a pot. They put the food in bamboos.
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