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ABSTRACT

Language and power are related. The majority of past studies on this relationship
mostly focus on the social power of language. There has been little research that clearly
shows the connection between linguistic features and social power. There still remains a
question that needs to be answered—what features in language lead to its power in
society? This study, therefore, intends to answer such a question. It aims to analyze
significant linguistic features, such as particular sentence patterns, words, and discourse
structure in four registers in Thai; namely, legal register, political register, media register,
and academic register and use those features to determine stylistic attributes of the four
registers. In addition, this study also aims to infer the meanings of “power” from the result
of the stylistic analysis. The data was taken from purposive samples of texts covering
varieties of each of the four registers. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were
adopted in the analysis. The results show a total of 14 attributes of the four registers;
namely, explicitness, formality, complexity, objectivity, precision, accuracy, conciseness,
directiveness, solidarity, hedging, concealing, persuasion, subjectivity, and solidarity. Each
of these is signified by linguistic features. For instance, objectivity is signified by
nominalization, passive sentences, subjectless sentences, use of third-person pronouns to
refer to oneself, and the avoidance of subjective words. The inferences of the meanings
of power from those stylistic attributes reveal that academic language and legal language,
which share many attributes, possess power in terms of “the more learned,” “source of
reference and model of the society”. On the other hand, media language and political
language are grouped together because they share many features and their power is like
“an intentional plan” to change others by getting close to them and making them feel as

members of the same group.

Key words: academic language, legal language, media language, political language, register, style,

attribute, linguistic marker, power
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ABSTRACT

Language and power are related. The majority of past studies on this relationship
mostly focus on the social power of language. There has been little research that clearly
shows the connection between linguistic features and social power. There still remains a
question that needs to be answered—what features in language lead to its power in
society? This study, therefore, intends to answer such a question. It aims to analyze
significant linguistic features, such as particular sentence patterns, words, and discourse
structure in four registers in Thai; namely, legal register, political register, media register,
and academic register and use those features to determine stylistic attributes of the four
registers. In addition, this study also aims to infer the meanings of “power” from the result
of the stylistic analysis. The data was taken from purposive samples of texts covering
varieties of each of the four registers. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were
adopted in the analysis. The results show a total of 14 attributes of the four registers;
namely, explicitness, formality, complexity, objectivity, precision, accuracy, conciseness,
directiveness, solidarity, hedging, concealing, persuasion, subjectivity, and solidarity. Each
of these is signified by linguistic features. For instance, objectivity is signified by
nominalization, passive sentences, subjectless sentences, use of third-person pronouns to
refer to oneself, and the avoidance of subjective words. The inferences of the meanings
of power from those stylistic attributes reveal that academic language and legal language,
which share many attributes, possess power in terms of “the more learned,” “source of
reference and model of the society”. On the other hand, media language and political
language are grouped together because they share many features and their power is like
“an intentional plan” to change others by getting close to them and making them feel as

members of the same group.

Key words: academic language, legal language, media language, political language, register, style,

attribute, linguistic marker, power
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ABSTRACT

Language and power are related. The majority of past studies on this relationship
mostly focus on the social power of language. There has been little research that clearly
shows the connection between linguistic features and social power. There still remains a
question that needs to be answered—what features in language lead to its power in
society? This study, therefore, intends to answer such a question. It aims to analyze
significant linguistic features, such as particular sentence patterns, words, and discourse
structure in four registers in Thai; namely, legal register, political register, media register,
and academic register and use those features to determine stylistic attributes of the four
registers. In addition, this study also aims to infer the meanings of “power” from the result
of the stylistic analysis. The data was taken from purposive samples of texts covering
varieties of each of the four registers. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were
adopted in the analysis. The results show a total of 14 attributes of the four registers;
namely, explicitness, formality, complexity, objectivity, precision, accuracy, conciseness,
directiveness, solidarity, hedging, concealing, persuasion, subjectivity, and solidarity. Each
of these is signified by linguistic features. For instance, objectivity is signified by
nominalization, passive sentences, subjectless sentences, use of third-person pronouns to
refer to oneself, and the avoidance of subjective words. The inferences of the meanings
of power from those stylistic attributes reveal that academic language and legal language,
which share many attributes, possess power in terms of “the more learned,” “source of
reference and model of the society”. On the other hand, media language and political
language are grouped together because they share many features and their power is like
“an intentional plan” to change others by getting close to them and making them feel as

members of the same group.

Key words: academic language, legal language, media language, political language, register, style,

attribute, linguistic marker, power
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1.2.3 é’ami'}:ﬁvlamﬂm‘iq@mamaammngﬁmm MBIMILI MEFD LazNIEN
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TUnduaswnanilauinasuwiozasldfniwisunisdes luauudauazyauan
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e (propaganda) vhlwmuidudsidsnuneludny Auuew (Gibbons 1994) Tl
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v o

ngddwaludtauld aianvey (frame) liaudaatniaudaimuazliiduainuais aae
Wlsnmefaansauliawdadin “mMuvaanald’ (deceptive language) AuNLTaNITAN

A v A a [
dwnbauazidugiioounmasiay
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o { A £q o o v & { o ) % A !
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81303 amalrlTunnnITNieNeii3iIning (critical discourse analysis) 31a371A
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1.4.2  STWIIYLNYINLIIBARTIRASYINLHYUATB

TAWAAT  (speech style) WinefsuuuraIMINdIRUANIIIUINIHINTLE
' o A . =2 A A, o A a v A
FIBNURIUAIH (register) RINBDINBENUIZIANAING1INLENUSZIANANLUTUN KN
WIORDIWANTDE  REIAIAAINURNILARIEANINARLIARITRAUNWILNN waluuI i
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ﬁmmﬁwmmjﬂamnﬁq@ FIMINIABLENENIITINT UNUIIMNTNT walteny thgnan
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We19  wnagngrauiamyBensiiiisume ldfinmaugdiogu  aeunng
lond  UAZUNIALAAIL Tassmaisafiiananisitlense lorianumaauasnans
eziwedluuasagnannn

NWIBVIANNT AT uazatwe (Leech et al 2009) lﬁgmﬁagaﬁﬂmé'ﬁagaﬁlmy
AN Wiadin s dousdasmehensaluesmensIngBuuusIng e wazsIng LU
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him what clothes to bring along wumn’tummwﬁaﬁaﬁwﬁw’mﬂ’hﬁ%ﬁﬂummﬁu6]
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RRaVUNANNTIaMAFLAzA D UUTIANTEANT (Alatis et al 2002) Fnane
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= A a ~ ci d' £ [ & o v a
msdnmandungasmemiameisy  dgminieiieatesnungnany  Sevilviie
a ' ' AaAa . . . 2 ¥ [
I ndisenin 4dn1s1maa3 (forensic linguistics) smhimnugmummma@ﬂumi
afunsuazaIRaURANI WAL lUNIZLIUNINMIN ) RINBUAENITLIUMILATIIY LAY
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duwnnudWus udndliduanuddguainmluiiedeg  Sisiuayuanuded
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a o 6 o A Aa 6 a 6 o 6 6
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(2547) ﬂﬂmnuamluaiimmimwmLwammaoqs‘m IUNVITT  WRSNWENTATT WINW
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=

T A B RATWLIN mﬁwufﬁséﬁmﬂ:ﬁfﬁmﬁmaﬁmmﬁa HNIINIIITTNAG N

o

wugwlngidunsienzdnmengranouszmmlason 1w nised  nzdowa
(2525) NOUNT TUNWIAT (2530) Moan) L3awwis (2539) nndnn Walia (2546) IR
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A o ' ' o A &5 a & a a A
PAINWN W BN TADENILTU ANAENT AunaAL (2534) WSsuisum e lasanlnga
a 6 a % 6 a =1 o = a Aa
Inaesiuazfiaoans  moaiaid Iﬂayqa (2545)  AnM1IAUAAILATENINAVaI LW
Lﬂ?@dﬁ%’lmﬂuﬁmmigﬁt@o HONINMNIWEITINUNIATIZHIIRARIVAINNNTNBILTU 8N
a ngl =Y Q § 1 ) L= ) £§ =)
Uizawﬁsgauf (2547) LAZIAUANVBINBNFD LT% NEIF TITIRIUA (2542) TILATIZHUN
UITNTNNIVIRAL R TN TILAR
RANNLWINTANEIIUAMAINGNY  HIRINWIFVNANBINTUYTVDINHIANNID
= ) s = > a Aaa a 1 A a dynal a
a8 lagmuualilandanduainlsdass fidnswadansidengluls wwAaisSulaed
RN AUaN (Labov 1972) NuaadlilANINIaudNaIn® 131 msﬂqmﬂuﬁmao g
FUNBDE NTUTDANNADLIHT LATAITAIWINENTAN YRY ﬁﬂﬁﬂuaamﬁmmmgwﬂu
AA o a & Y a A
anudndeny  uwidaidnngluuisenisudspesnmseanifaslunelnanaisiies
LT WRIAWNT @%'ﬂga (2529) ANHIMIWUTVBILFLS 5 @ mu’i’muﬁmiumjuﬁﬂs:n’mﬂn
wudnlwn13a1waing auIeniIan ;jw“@aamﬁm 7 ez 8 tJuFINNaIIN Inniile
WAAULUUAKLDY TuvinuadaeInn g5 wﬂaw%’wﬁ (2537) AWUINMARAIANadanNTTaan
LREY T LAY & VaIUNSUU NG LazASIAL A5 (2537) WUIMTaRNLEsY & 0w [1]
° % 4 > % & aa Aa
IuﬂwﬁummaanqmnmuagﬂummLﬂumamsmamwﬁm RANIINIL AN NUNIAIU
(2537) wudﬁ'ﬁmﬁmﬁwa@iamﬂﬁﬂ WULNININNY FUNWT NN IR a
A o ' { . o A ' 2 v %
NRUlWLUI TN lLuas (Biber 1988, 1995, 2006) ¥NGInaIT19dU 64
o | ' o o A A A ° A Aa < ' \
vos  duwlngidudian nisie wiaddla ANNTRITIIRIANUNNI LAz A9 UIeNe wudn
A oA ° A A A [ o Aa & o A
nisde dm wasgilondswiuammssnguirmuinnidileniuanansme KIasauwns
= o A ' aAF @ ' o A A X2 , &
Wowrfloumsansg  wnhzsesndiatnaanzinifaumeniilasenshansiyin
FuRouME13TINT NULT I IIBURIEIR ANIGITITINITLWINLIRNUT  UazAT
WauunanuIznsiNa @AW 1w Hartley (2008), Murray and Moore (2006) was Henson
(2005) ¥udtaumengurang woiidwlngsenliidowsomany onu niomslaud
ﬂ’]ﬂﬁmqmm}ﬂdﬂg%mﬂ L% Murray and DeSanctis (2009), Zillman (2008), Ray (2006)
Mckay and Charlton 2005) ¥nifiounmmgawuindnidnmmanszmsiouinniaciig g
0 ny  Inwiesl  wiksReAwW 13U Stovall (1990), Tolson (2006), Maloney and
Rubenstein (1980) &uriniaunsnsdias wunriRe fNaturonmnnsliaslidiinla
unnnazEawNIdou WiaWanansilad LU Craith (2007), Fetzer and Lauerbach
(2007), Silberstein (2004)
A o o & A o o & =< A o €
AEINUNTWIEITad  JAuARN TInaNoAIFULILYBININNAIAUMNEI BN TDE
mMslEnEn lusin gﬂLmuﬁ@mﬁuuam‘lﬁﬁumﬂﬁhwmzL@'uma"bmﬂsni JAUAN LG
ALIAURMANAAILIT  asamAulaluunauisad The history of be fixing to:
grammaticization, sociolinguistic distribution and emerging literary spaces (Smith 2009).

{ o a . s { o { . ! .
LLﬁ@GﬂWiLﬂaﬂuLLﬂﬂ\‘]Tadﬂ']ﬂ‘iil'] fix sﬁaLﬂﬁﬂuuﬁLﬂumﬁ%mgﬁa decide 1% He fix'd to
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come with some éclat to Town &% be fixing to AANURNLARTE be going to LIUAILIT
Jaulan lidunnens w9 thought you knew they were fixing to runaway and get
married.’ | heard father say fitfiowlludwnesife wadugngndwmih dldunasgiu

w 53 v v Nt g
@]Gﬁ]?ﬁﬁﬁ%‘ll@]ﬁnﬂ‘llaﬂ?']&l@]ﬁu

The original posting

I’'m fixing to go to a university and | am fixing to have some hard classes. | don’t
know whether to do boxing one day a week or two days.... | plan to stay in boxing
for 3 years. What'’s your advice?
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Go to school and get an education. Your grammar sucks.
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