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Language of Power: A Stylistic Analysis of Thai Society’s Legal
Language, Political Language, Media language and Academic

Language
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ABSTRACT

Language and power are related. The majority of past studies on this relationship
mostly focus on the social power of language. There has been little research that clearly
shows the connection between linguistic features and social power. There still remains a
question that needs to be answered—what features in language lead to its power in
society? This study, therefore, intends to answer such a question. It aims to analyze
significant linguistic features, such as particular sentence patterns, words, and discourse
structure in four registers in Thai; namely, legal register, political register, media register,
and academic register and use those features to determine stylistic attributes of the four
registers. In addition, this study also aims to infer the meanings of “power” from the result
of the stylistic analysis. The data was taken from purposive samples of texts covering
varieties of each of the four registers. Both quantitative and qualitative methods were
adopted in the analysis. The results show a total of 14 attributes of the four registers;
namely, explicitness, formality, complexity, objectivity, precision, accuracy, conciseness,
directiveness, solidarity, hedging, concealing, persuasion, subjectivity, and solidarity. Each
of these is signified by linguistic features. For instance, objectivity is signified by
nominalization, passive sentences, subjectless sentences, use of third-person pronouns to
refer to oneself, and the avoidance of subjective words. The inferences of the meanings
of power from those stylistic attributes reveal that academic language and legal language,
which share many attributes, possess power in terms of “the more learned,” “source of
reference and model of the society”. On the other hand, media language and political
language are grouped together because they share many features and their power is like
“an intentional plan” to change others by getting close to them and making them feel as

members of the same group.
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