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Aistricy, Fneicnaouri province

PB3 | Nongprong sub-district, Khaoyoi 3:
district, Phetchaburi province

KB | Rangway sub-district, Phanomthuan 3
district, Kanchanaburi province

NW | Huathanon sub-district, Thatako 1
district, Nakhonsawan province

PL | Bothong sub-district, Bangrakam 2
district, Phitsanulok province

L Khawkaew sub-district, 3

Chiangkhan district, Loei province

Table 1 shows that all tonal descriptions

judgment. This study offers phonetic measuren
impression only. Though Sang-ngam’s study use
study, the research sites of these two works were |
tones of Tai Song varieties as it covers most locat

The study of social tone variation is base

speakers from two locations, village number 6 (H
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Amsterdam in 1992 (www.praat.org).

PRAAT is a speech software program for identifying the tone characteristics, that is, tone height and shape. It
was created by Paul Boersma and David Weenink of the Institute of Phonetics Sciences of the University of
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(2006) work that tone change occurs slower than lexical change. The tone characteristics are not completely
conditioned by age-group as hypothesized.

The phonetic features of all tones, except C1 tone, do not vary according to age-group. That is, for all
informants, the tone characteristics of Al and B1 are a rising tone; A2 is a humped tone; B2 is a level tone;
and C2 is a falling tone. Some minor phonetic differences exist but are insignificant.

In the case of C1 tone, G1 speakers at both locations use a level tone while the speakers of other
generations use lower-mid falling. All informants still keep the glottal closure of C1 whereas in C2, only G1
speakers preserve it.

In overall view, the tone features of all informants mostly conform to those of the 12 varieties spoken
in Thailand. That is, A1 and B1 are rising tones; A2 humped tone; B2 level tone; C1 low or mid level/falling
tones; and C2 falling tone. And the glottal closure of C tone is not stable. The unstable condition of this
feature suggests that it might be lost in the future. The uniform patterns of tones suggest that the speakers of
all Thai Song varieties have ancestors who migrated from the same region of origin in Laos and spoke the
same dialect. From differences in the features of Al and A2 tones between the Thai Song variety and the Tai
Dam variety, it can be implied that both varieties were distinct dialects or they might be the same dialect but
the Thai Song variety adopted the tonal features of a Lao dialect. Akharawatthanakun (2003) has found that a
number of Lao dialects such as Loei dialect and Vientiane dialect have a rising tone in Al and a humped
tone in A234 which are similar to the tone features of the Thai Song variety.

Both regional and social varieties have the tone patterns which are mostly uniform across the nation.
All varieties show the regular tone split between rows 3 and 4 in all tone categories as seen in Gedney’s
chart. Two tones developed from each proto-tone. Li (1977) refers to these two tones as tones of series 1 and
tone of series 2. The former developed from original voiceless initials and are typically high or rising in
phonetic value (voiceless-high). The latter developed from original voiced initials and are typically low or
falling (voiced-low). The tone patterns of most regional and social varieties show this usual pattern of tone
splining,, that is, voiceless-high in Al and B1 and voiced-low in A2 and C2. Tones C1 and B2 are level or
falling.” The uniform tone patterns of Thai Song suggests that, wherever the Thai Song speakers live, they
are linguistically conservative, especially among the first and second generation speakers, despite the
influences of neighboring Thai dialects. And as mentioned earlier, the place where Thai Song people
originally settled in Thailand was Phetchaburi province. Later on they moved to nearby provinces but remain
in contact with their relatives and friends. On special occasions such as the Songkran festival, most Thai
Song communities will celebrate this occasion on different dates so that Thai Song people from other
locations are able to join in. Thai Song people also formed the Tai Dam Association of Thailand in Nakhon
Pathom province and the Tai Dam Association of the Northern Region so that these two associations can
serve as centers for Thai Song speakers across the nation. This contact phenomenon might be the cause of
the uniform usages of tone patterns,

The original settlement of Thai Song people in Thailand was in Phetchaburi province. The oldest and
most populated Thai Song community is the village number five (Nongkhe village), Nongprong sub-district,
Khaoyoi district, Phetchaburi province (Chakshuraksha 2003). Later on, Thai Song people moved to nearby
provinces such as Kanchanaburi, Ratchaburi, Suphanburi, Nakhon Pathom, Samut Sakhon, and Samut
Songkhram.

The change of tones Al and A2 from level tones in Tai Dam varieties (ML1 and ML2) to contour
tones in Thai Song varieties may be due to internal or external causes such as a language contact which is
interesting for further research. Plungsuwan (1981) notes that the tone patterns of Thai Song at most
locations in Ratchaburi province have been affected by those of Lao ethnic groups residing nearby such as
Lao Ti. As the Ratchaburi variety is a mixed variety, it is not included in this study.

[n conclusion, the current contributions of this study can be seen in various aspects. First, this study is
a comprehensive study of Thai Song tones as it covers most locations where Thai song people reside in
Thailand. It also used the speech software program PRAAT to confirm auditory judgment while most
previous tonal studies of Thai Song/Tai Dam are based on auditory judgment alone. This study has
determined the representative tonal contour of each tonal category, something not found in any previous
studies. Finally, the selected research sites in Nakhon Pathom province and the tonal analysis of different age
groups at these locations were not studied before so this study yields a new finding of tonal analysis at these
locations.
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" Snyder (1995) uses the term “tonal flip flop” to refer to the situation in which the tone values are opposite of that
predicted.
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