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ABSTRACT

The research project “The Spirit of Democracy in Short Stories: 40 Years since 14 October
1973” under the aegis of the Thailand Research Fund (TRF) was undertaken from 2011 — 2014. Its
objectives were to study the soul or the spirit of democracy which the writers presented in their short
stories after the 14 October 1973 uprising until 2014 which was the final year of this research project and
to study the role and responsibility of the writers to the society. Moreover, the value analyzing of how
those short stories implant the spirit of democracy to the readers was aimed. The scope of the document
covers the books of compiled short stories, the Phan Waen Pha Award’ s short stories and 3 short story
magazines. The researchers found that under the main frame of democracy comprising right, liberty,
equality and fraternity, there are sub-theme which are human pride, law and rule abidingness, public mind,
reconciliation, peacefulness and gender equality. All of these compose to be the spirit of democracy.
Besides, considering the areas where democracy is expressed, it is found that democracy is in the family,
the community as well as in the election of members of the parliament. When the researcher studied deep
down to the specific groups such as marginal people, women, young people, the spirit of democracy was
also mentioned. Comparing the Phan Waen Pha Award’ s short stories and the selected short stories, the
researcher found that the meaning of democracy was differently interpreted since the first group of short
stories emphasized practical democracy not ideological democracy in order to support the election and the
parliamentary system. As the spirit of democracy was studied through literary works, the art of writing is
as important as the contents. It was found that the short stories’ writers used many artful literary devices

to present the meaningful messages of emotion as well as the messages of ideas to the readers.

Key Words : spirit, democracy, short story, the 14 October 1793 uprising, the Thailand Research Fund
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