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Abstract

On the development and transformation of ideas on (un) modernity in Thai society

The research project intends to study the development and transformation of social ideas
originated during the quintessential period of modernization in the reign of King Chulalongkorn down
to the present period, emphasizing on their initiation and practice and eventually evaluating their
outcomes. Here social ideas mean practices with an ideological or social belief in the arena of social,
political, and economic spheres. The project covers seven research papers including literature,
architecture, beauty industry, Buddhism, political democratization, anthropology, and Patani
knowledge. Despite the obvious different subject and discipline, all research outcomes deliver a similar
pattern and development of these agencies of modernity in Thai society. The first is the definition and
understanding of modernity among these practitioners which show their aspirations for progress and a
better life. The problem is how to achieve these goals and ideals. Since the traditional elite and the
state were the main modernizers, modemity gradually came under the purview of the state and
implementations. Thai modernity thus became a myth and not a social reality owned by the people.
The second is the limited class formation among the wider population, reinforced the power of
traditional hierarchy and power structure. The third is the increasingly main influence of traditional
culture in the development process of modernity in all social and political aspects. The most is the

exploit of “Thainess” as the supreme goodness of the nation and its people.
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