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Abstract

The ‘Network Development of Researchers in Northern Thailand’ Project has two
main objectives. First, the Project aims to improve knowledge and practical skills about
participatory action research. With an outcome from the six previous research projects,
our Project also provides network alliances with knowledge about the development of
village communities. Secondly, by way of out social networks, the Project attempts to
expand all these knowledge and practical skills to other alliances in Thailand’s northern
regions.

The target group who attends the Project varies according to different social
statuses — for example, Buddhist monks, school teachers, university lecturers, local
researchers, community developers, and students. They also have different educational
backgrounds, from a BA degree to an MA degree. Some of these people have past
experiences in research and development, while many do not. As a consequence of
these attendants’ differences, the Project adopts a technique of audience analysis, and
thus sets up the suitable objectives, contents, and working processes for the targeted
participants. In this respect, the Project divides these people into two groups. First, the
Project deals with Buddhist monks who have research and fieldwork backgrounds. In so
doing, a meeting forum technique is used as a tool to extend these participants’
knowledge and experiences. Aided by researchers in the ‘Communication for
Community’ Project, this meeting activity enables the target group to support each other
continually. Secondly, for those attendants who have no experience about fieldwork
research, our Project uses an external expert (e.g., Dr. Kanjana Kaewthep) to extend
these people with knowledge and research experiences. Furthermore, the Project
provides a communication space that allows the two groups of attendants to share their
knowledge and practical skills, so that they will improve attitudes and performances
about research and development.

Using a research technique as a tool, our Project is able to develop ‘human
resources’, or people with various social statuses, roles, educational backgrounds,

research and development experiences. The Project also brings about a ‘social network’



in which an ‘individual’ researcher can support each other mutually. Although previously
the targeted participants ignores and regards ‘research’ to be complicated and too
academic, the Project enables them to re-consider ‘research’ as part of their everyday
life and practices. Our Project concludes that there are four crucial factors which
change these people’s attitudes and performances about research and development.

1. The targeted audiences who attend the research and development project
must be enthusiastic to improve knowledge and practical skills. Despite their different
statuses and roles, they need to share a similar goal in learning more knowledge about
research and development.

2. The process of capacity building must consist of both theory and practice,
adopting a participation technique that allows attendants to be communicators from
various angles (e.g., senders, receivers, etc.).

3. The external experts should have a direct experience in research and
development theoretically and practically.

4. The external supporters must do their tasks continually.
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