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Abstract

Project Name Communication for Research Utilization: A Case of Participatory Water

Management Planning in Rural Area of Samut Songkhram Province

Researchers Sirintorn Bhibulbhanuvatl, Duangporn Kamnoonwatanal, Patcharin
Ketjamnongl, Sukanya Sereenonchai’
'Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia, Mahidol University

2Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol University
Period 15 months (15 February 2016 - 15 May 2017)

The project of Communication for Research Utilization: A Case of Participatory Water
Management Planning in Rural Area of Samut Songkhram Province aims to use an idea of communication
to expand the result from the primary project of “Participatory Management Planning for Water Security
in Samut Songkhram Province” which had been carried on for 6 consecutive years. The objectives of this
project are: 1) develop a handbook of Participatory Water Planning in Rural Level; 2) enhance the result
in 3 sub districts of Samut Songkhram province; and 3) create community communication in three sub

districts to support participatory water planning.

This project applied the concepts of communication for research utilization, participatory
communication for water management, and participatory management. Documentary research method
was used in retrieving knowledge from the primary project and Participatory Action Research (PAR)
method was used in expanding knowledge. Four sub items were used in retrieving knowledge from
primary project; read all reports, analyze the procedures, classify activities, and analyze communication
components in each type of activity. Meeting with the primary researchers was important for verifying
accuracy. In developing handbook of Participatory Water Planning in Rural Level, there were 4 stages
applied; design content, verify content with target users, design the book, print and distribute the
handbook. The process of expanding knowledge to 3 sub districts; Bang Khontee, Klong Kern, and Lad Yai
comprised of 4 sub processes; getting acquaintance with the people in the area, comprehending the
process of participatory water management planning, brainstorming on how to use communication to

apply knowledge in the community and creating communication channel.

The result shows; 1) Knowledge: Participatory Water Management Planning in sub district level
must consist of people, data and plan. Seven types of activity must be used; create understanding,
strengthen potential, brainstorm, collect community data, analyze data and circumstances for the
planning, do the plan, and present the plan. Activities must be set up continuously and should be
definable with the concept of communication components. 2) Key message in the handbook is 7 types of

activity retrieved from the primary project. The handbook was designed based on the concept of user-



friendly. 3) All three sub districts chose to start with the same type of activity, i.e. activity of creating
understanding. However, each sub district has different targets and different styles to make people
understand according to the circumstance of the area. Bang Khontee communicates the importance of
keeping the water clean to its people through three audio spots via community public address (PA)
system. Klong Kern tells its people not to leave garbage in the river by using campaign stickers and vinyl

cut-out. Lad Yai set up water quality testing to show the changing of water quality.

Expanding the result of a project needs fully attention to comprehend all details of the primary
project. Researchers should have enough time to understand community context in the process of

expanding in order to plan an effective participatory communication.

Keywords: Communication for Research Utilization, Local Level Participatory Water Planning,

Participatory Communication
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