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ABSTRACT

The research of public information management in the “Issues and information management
for Public communication in Willingness to pay for Forest Area of Bangkok Dwellers Project” was
designed to raise public awareness. The purpose of this research is to 1.) distribute information regarding
urban forest to the public through information management, 2.) study communication patterns to broaden
the target group’s understanding of urban forest issues, and 3.) evaluate the results of communications that
relate to urban forest issues.

The methodology of this research consisted of documentary analysis, information from related
websites linked to urban forest issues, in-depth interview, observation, focus group discussion and
practice. The practice involves creating a Facebook fan page named “URBAN FOREST” as a public space
for communicating and exchanging knowledge about urban forest issues.

The results demonstrated that the information and knowledge are driven by social media and
mass media. Under the concept of media advocacy and setting the agenda: framing for access, the
information dissemination occurred through 5 activities with different communication patterns.

The results of the activity evaluation showed that the participants are quite satisfied with the
activities. The purpose of communicating urban forest issues in every activity was achieved.

To conclude, the overall success of communicating “urban forest” issues to the wider public
includes the integration of social media, a Facebook fan page “Urban Forest”, as well as the information
distribution through mass media and activity media with supports from a network of environmental

organizations.

Keywords : Issues and information management , Public communication, Willingness to pay,

Forest Area
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Nan’s famous Pha Sing tree
tunnel ruined by ignorance and
lust for money: academic

NAN'’S famous tree tunnel was damaged as
people do not understand its value, an
academic stated while emphasising that in
order to save the country’s beautiful tree
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N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation
al 3 3.58 4.05 3.8000 23643
a2 3 3.67 4.14 3.9067 .23502
a3 3 3.25 3.98 3.6967 39145
a4 3 3.33 4.02 3.7433 36474
as 3 4.08 4.24 4.1733 .08327
a6 3 3.90 4.07 3.9633 .09292
a7 3 3.69 4.20 3.9067 26350
a8 3 3.58 4.16 3.7867 32393
a9 3 4.08 4.34 4.2033 .13051
alo 3 4.00 4.35 4.1567 17786
Valid N (listwise) 3
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BURIRAM TIMES

Urban Residents Urged To Help Rural Areas

Preserve Forests

Urban inhabitants urged to help preserve forests.

City inhabitants have been urged to help farmers save the dwindling forests for the benefit of
future generations.

With drought and flood problems in the Chao Phraya River basin, many people in Bangkok blame
deforestation on rural residents who live near the heads of rivers for expanding farms and
aggravating Thailand's water woes.

The issue can be clearly seen in Nan province, where some 1.8 million rai (288,000 hectares) of
mountainous forestland, at the head of the Nan River, has been turned into maize plantations.
Many urban people criticised people in Nan for damaging the environment.

However, Narong Apichai, field operations director for Mae Fah Luang Foundation's Centre for
Social Entrepreneurship, argues that the real root cause of the problem was the imbalance of
resource consumption and conservation between people living in cities and those living near

forests.
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“If we look at the real situation, we can see that those who get the most benefit from forests are
urban people, as our water resources that we consume in everyday life and steer our economy
come from the forests. But we do not really help preserve the forests much, compared to people

living at the water heads,” he said.

Narong said even though people think that others living in forests cause the water problems
experienced along the Chao Phraya River basin, it was the capitalist economy that city dwellers

benefit from that led to deforestation. If people living at the head of the river got proper

assistance, he said, they could live in harmony with the forests and play a major role in preserving

them.

“The people here [at the head of the river] are poor, so they encroach on the forests for more land

to plant maize in a contract farming system. This system is very convenient for the farmers, butin

the end they will not escape the poverty, as the cost of seeds, fertiliser, and pesticide is high. So

they have to expand to get even more farmland for more money,” he said.

“So, Mae Fah Luang Foundation is working with people at the head of the river to encourage them

to shift their production towards more sustainable farming - to create forest zones that people

can use and preserve.”

Thailand Research Fund (TRF) researcher Pracha Koonnathamdee said city dwellers did not do
much to save forests, despite the benefits they received from them.

“People in the city often do not realise that we get a lot from forests. First of all, we get the clean

air from forests, as the trees absorb carbon dioxide and pollution. Moreover, the water we use in

cities, especially for Bangkok, comes from forests,” Pracha said.

“According to the economic principle, those who get benefits from something should pay for it,
and we can help preserve forests by supporting people at the heads of the river save the forests

for us.”

He said people were often driven to do something for financial gain. For instance, he said, maize

farmers destroyed the forest to earn money.

He suggested that urban people provide financial advantages for people living in the forest so
they save the forest and adopt sustainable conservation.

Narong said city dwellers needed to realise the true value of forest resources and the benefit they
get from forests, and to raise awareness about this issue.

(Source:- The Nation, Thailand)
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A maize bamn is seen in front of lush forest at Doi Phu Ka National Park in Nan, showing the encroachment of a maize plantation into
the forest.

City folk urged to help farmers save forests

February 05, 2007 01:00
By PRATCH RUNIVANAROM

THE SUNDAY NATION

CITY dwellers have been urged to help people who live near the source of major rivers to preserve

dwindling forestland for the benefit of the nation.

With drought and flood problems in the Chao Phraya River basin, many people in Bangkok blame deforestation on rural

residents who live near the heads of rivers for expanding farms and aggravating Thailand's water woes.

The issue can be clearly seen in Nan province, where some 1.8 million rai (288,000 hectares) of mountainous
forestland, at the head of the Nan River, has been turned into maize plantations. Many urban people criticised people in

Nan for damaging the environment.

However, Narong Apichai, field operations director for Mae Fah Luang Foundation's Centre for Social Entrepreneurship,
argues that the real root cause of the problem was the imbalance of resource consumption and conservation between

people living in cities and those living near forests.

“If we look at the real situation, we can see that those who get the most benefit from forests are urban people, as our
water resources that we consume in everyday life and steer our economy come from the forests. But we do not really

help preserve the forests much, compared to people living at the water heads,” he said.
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Narong said even though people think that others living in forests cause the water problems experienced along the
Chao Phraya River basin, it was the capitalist economy that city dwellers benefit from that led to deforestation. If
people living at the head of the river got proper assistance, he said, they could live in harmony with the forests and play

a major role in preserving them.

“The people here [at the head of the river] are poor, so they encroach on the forests for more land to plant maize in a
contract farming system. This system is very convenient for the farmers, but in the end they will not escape the
poverty, as the cost of seeds, fertiliser, and pesticide is high. So they have to expand to get even more farmland for

more money,” he said.

"So, Mae Fah Luang Foundation is working with people at the head of the river to encourage them to shift their

production towards more sustainable farming - to create forest zones that people can use and preserve.”

Thailand Research Fund (TRF) researcher Pracha Koonnathamdee said city dwellers did not do much to save forests,

despite the benefits they received from them.

“People in the city often do not realise that we get a lot from forests. First of all, we get the clean air from forests, as
the trees absorb carbon dioxide and pollution. Moreover, the water we use in cities, especially for Bangkok, comes

from forests,” Pracha said.

“According to the economic principle, those who get benefits from something should pay for it, and we can help

preserve forests by supporting people at the heads of the river save the forests forus.”

He said people were often driven to do something for financial gain. For instance, he said, maize farmers destroyed the

forest to earn money.

He suggested that urban people provide financial advantages for people living in the forest so they save the forest and

adopt sustainable conservation.

Narong said city dwellers needed to realise the true value of forest resources and the benefit they get from forests, and

to raise awareness about this issue.
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