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Abstract

Research café is a research-publicizing radio program co-sponsored Thailand Research
Fund (TRF) and CU radio FM 101.5 MHz. Aiming at publicizing the TRF’s sponsored researches
to Thai people, the production team has selected 1,500 published researches and
broadcasted to audiences.

TRF has never broadcasted its researches via radio channels, known as potential mass
media, to keeping up current situation. CU radio FM 101.5 MHz is a public educational radio
channel which has operated for more than 52 years. It serves educational purposes and
functions as an alternative media other than printed and television. CU Radio Broadcasting
Station owns antennas and provides the best signal for its audience within Bangkok
metropolitan area, within 250 kilometers range from Chulalongkorn University. Research Café
program by TRF broadcasts on Saturday, 10.30 - 10.55 a.m., commencing by experts and
skillful  moderators in conversational style. Selected guest speakers are TRF’s sponsored
researchers who commence applicable bodies of research which are relevant to current
situations. The production team launched daily radio advertisement spots on CU radio
FM101.5 MHz, shared infographics about highlishted content including TRF social media
account. Besides broadcasting on the radio channel, audiences can listen to live and non-

live program on www.curadio.chula.ac.th and CU radio application on every platform.

Publicizing researches via radio channel allows TRF to communicate in various
channels, relate itself to current situations, reach targeted audiences and empower them.
However, the researchers have also commenced the project “the satisfaction evaluation of
targeted audience towards Research Café by TRF”. The project aims at analyzing audiences’
opinion and providing applicable suggestions for further program development.

The qualitative research comprises related data which is retrieved from document and
observation. Two focus group discussions are commenced in the research. The first focus
group discussion indicates the average satisfaction score at 3.69, and the second focus group
discussion parallelly indicates the average satisfaction score at 4.13.

Suggestions to improve Research Café by TRF Program can be concluded as follows.

1. The production team should create broadcasting schedules and advertise in various
channels. The production team is also suggested to use understandable scripts, avoid
jargon and give clear examples to audiences.

2. Thai language title should be added after the phase ‘Research Café by TRF’ to build
better brand image for academic research. When presenting researchers, moderators
should present their references in full thesis, attach links of broadcasting schedules on
Facebook Page or website every week, and summarize the highlighted content in
infographics or video clips. Foremost, access to Research Café by TRF should be granted

to Thai authorities so that they can access and utilize researches for public interest.



