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ABSTRACT

The survey research on basic information of the Philippines aimed to study basic
information and to analyze strengths and weaknesses of the Philippines in six key
dimensions, including demographic dimension, economic dimension, social and cultural
dimension, technological dimension, physical and environmental dimension, as well as
political dimension. The research was conducted by using qualitative research methods,
documental researches and in-depth interviews with both domestic and foreign experts
about the Philippines in a total of eleven divided into nine experts living in the
Philippines and two experts in Thailand. The study results indicated as follows;

Demographic dimension - The strengths of demographic dimension were
English skills of the population, a low rate of dependence, the highest proportion of
workers and youths, as well as a large size of population that helped improve
productivity advantage. The education system of the country was internationally
accepted. The population could use the Internet professionally closely to the world
average and tended to improve their skills progressively. The primary health care had
equality between urban and rural areas. The weaknesses of demographic dimension
were poverty with complex factors and health welfare costs which were main
responsibilities of the public and a high level of differences in socio-economy and
geography.

Economic dimension — The strengths of economic dimension were as follows:
President Duterte used his balance power to enhance the economic growth from two
powerful countries for economic interests of the Philippines. The workers had language
skills so that it contributed to the excess supply of labors who worked abroad and sent
a lot of money back to the country. The Philippines has been recognized about
creativity and innovations. Business Process Outsourcing was outstanding with the
world’s most reputation and has grown continually. The weaknesses of economic
dimension were problems of poverty and inequality of incomes and inadequate
infrastructures, bureaucratic corruptions, nepotism, deficit finance and unachieved
taxation, neglected development of rural areas, incompetence in export of SMEs, high

reliance on foreign technologies.



Social and cultural dimension - The strength of social and cultural dimension
was gender equality that is widely accepted. Therefore, it contributed to a positive
image in evaluating people from their performances. The weakness of social and
cultural dimensions was the problem of poverty in both urban and rural areas. The rural
areas have faced degradation of natural resources, lack of knowledge and adapting skills
to the low employment as well as access to capital. The possible challenges of
advantage and disadvantage can be achieved based on the management and utilization
in various situations. For example, the characteristics of Filipinos which had strengths as
social capital, networks and weakness as patronizing system. A variety under unity was a
success of pluralist society. Nonetheless, it was an obstacle undermining stability. The
definition of nationhood was an ambiguity of standpoint in between inclination of the
US position and independent nationalism which could not be identified a national
identity clearly.

Technological dimension -The strengths of technological dimension were
collaborative efforts of many sectors as well as modern visions of government which are
corresponding to international competition, The government applied information
technology to optimize effectiveness of services The weaknesses in the colonial periods
included the neglect to promote private businesses, industries, medical profession and
public health. The overall uses of information technology were still relatively low. But
there were increasing demands of using information technology so that it resulted in the
destruction of the environment and forests. The development of human resources had
not been quite achieved. The interest of youths in sciences was lower than social
sciences and under graduates interested in working abroad. The major fuel source of
energy was fossil. The construction of nuclear power was not established. The key
challenges were to develop human resources in science and technology, integration of
experiences of foreign workers and new generation as well as development of
knowledge through several mechanisms of several sectors..

Physical and environmental dimension - The strengths of physical and
environmental dimension were a high biodiversity that had positive impact on lifestyles
of aborigines that generally depend on nature. The government had adopted a universal

policy as primary external support. There were mobilization of resources from


https://dict.longdo.com/search/nationhood

governmental sector and foreign countries in all dimensions of managements. The roles
of civil society were working with the state closely as well as integrating intelligence of
locality and scientific knowledge. The church acted as a political theology that
defended the dependence on nature. The weakness of physical and environmental
dimension was redundancy in missions of the government, insufficient capacity of local
administrative organizations, pressure from rapid increase of population number over
the past years, and continual deforestation as well as the decrease of conservation
trends. The challenge was ineffective law enforcement of the government in both
central and local units.

Political dimension - Political dimension — The strengths of political dimension
consist of a strong role of the civil society, assistance of constitution to allow different
sized groups of social power in political participation in all levels of and mutual
determination of foreign policies, stability of political structures, the strength of local
administrative organizations as well as transparency of the public sector to build more
confidence among the foreign investors. The problem in the Southern areas on
Mindanao islands has been managed by peace negotiation and tends to be peaceful
overall. The weakness is corruptions because of the law that empowers discretion to
government officials. The external challenges was the problem of conflict in the South
China Sea with China that President Duterte has focused on the development of
economic cooperation with China rather than focusing on the conflict only. While the
US has always cherished roles and influences in Asia-Pacific. Therefore, these should
balance the powers and advantages of both parties. The internal challenges was the
policies of the country which are decisively against crimes is considered as a violation of

human rights
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