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Abstract

The settlement of the overseas Chinese in communities known as “ Chinatowns”
has long existed. Due to their behaviors and characteristics of coming together to depend
on one another, Chinese communities in many countries around the world have become
cultural tourist spots and economic centers. Following the economic reform of the
People's Republic of China in 1978, a new wave of Chinese immigration to Southeast Asia
began mid 1980. This new generation of Chinese initially traveled to Thailand because of
the strong Chinese diaspora comprised of both the Chinese-Thai as well as the recent

Chinese immigrant communities.

Currently, a new Chinese community has been settled and has become the center
for new Chinese migrations. It has Chinese food stores, beauty shops, Chinese language
schools, and shopping centers for consumer goods from both Thailand and China. This
thesis analyzes the factors that have attracted this new wave of Chinese to Thailand that
has led to a strong community affecting commercial and economic movements. The thesis
aims at studying the social context of the new Chinese immigrants, comparing interactions
between new Chinese immigrants and local Thais, and analyzing the effects this new

Chinese community has on Thailand.

The research project on ‘Outside the Old Enclave: a New Chinese Immigrant
Neighborhood in Bangkok’ is conducted to study the current situation of new Chinese
immigrants who settled in Thai society. Quantitative and qualitative methods are
concurrently employed. Steps and research methods taken include surveying
characteristics of new Chinese immigrant population regarding factors attracting and driving
the migration and its process in the new Chinatown, and economic activities of new
Chinese immigrants who settled down in Huaikhwang District, and analyzing effects of this
new settlement on Thailand. The thesis aims to generate new knowledge and
understanding of new Chinese immigrants who settled in Thailand, especially the growing

economic cooperation between Thailand and China, which has a tendency to integrate.
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