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Abstract

The key factors for Singapore in becoming one of the world’s leading countries lie in its all
and well-balanced investment in national development projects. Notwithstanding its success
in economic, cultural, education, and so-called political stability aspects, Singapore’ s
development demonstrates the struggle of a young nation and the process of
(re)adjustment and implementation of related key policies to cope with multiple challenges
through different stages of economic and national development. This research project is a
critical study of the development of Singapore in four important and interconnected
dimensions, which are 1) economy 2) society and culture 3) physical and environmental
spaces, and 4) good governance. Through a single conceptual framework of sustainable and
integrated development, this research project aims to critically study the development of
Singapore in order to draw out the lessons worth-following and sketch the downsides of
various development projects undertook or being undertaken by Singapore state since its
independence in 1965. Some of the important themes that will be highlighted in the study
are the challenges that occurred in various developmental stages and in each aspect of
Singapore’ s development as well as the ways in which the country handled such
challenges, and other possible hurdles in the future. The findings of this study will
strengthen the ground knowledge of Singapore’s development that will be useful for the

formulation and implementation of policy in other countries including Thailand.
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