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Abstract

The synthetic research focused on understanding and assessing the impact of
Community-based Research (CBR) thru the lens of social justice and social inequality
reduction. The research question was whether the CBR has potential in contributing to social
justice and reducing social inequality on not, in what way and how. Additionally, which were
condition and limitation that affected its implication differently. The research methodology
composed of documentary research, qualitative method included participant observation,
in-depth interview, focus group discussion and participatory synthetical workshops.

The finding revealed that community-based research (CBR) had related with social
justice and inequality reduction both directly and indirectly, although it was not initially
focused. Based on the analytical framework which the research team had developed, it
found that at the individual level, CBR had empowered the community researcher as the
practical community leaders. At the group level, apart from empowering the group in
presenting their identity, it also affected in network expansion and raising bargaining power
for local resource allocation. However, the structural impact was quite limited, both in
facilitating for other movement and articulating local knowledge in the policy decision-
making, which merely occurred at local (micro) level.

Regarding the condition and limitation of the CBR, there were three groups: the
limited concept that did not address the structural inequality, the practical method that
emphasized on action more than research and its unstable status on the dilemma of
knowledge development. Under those limitations, rapid change of social situation and
changing policy both in national level and research organization, the selection of future
community-based research should be focused on the economic history and the context of
the community as the setting to understand the situation of inequality and window of
opportunity in that area. The lens of various knowledge of applied social sciences should be
used for reviving/recreating/establishing the common property of the community. CBR
should be linked with academic knowledge to improve their knowledge and understand the
complexity of modern social inequality. The research direction should be linked to social
inequality. Finally, balancing the management system under pressure from academic view of
research both in the timing, pattern and the role of research coaches/nodes in managing the

area/issue that get up to rapid social changes.
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