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Abstract

The development of Thailand since the enactment of the first National Economic and Social
Development Plan has intended to create prosperity, revenue distribution and regional economic
disparities, reduce spatial inequality between urban and rural areas. Even the absolute poverty of
Thailand has gradually reduced ever since. Income inequality and other dimensions have increased, in
terms of resources, social dimension, and quality of life. The physical dimension and the environment are
significantly evident with the phenomena that occures in the urban context itself. The development
policy, focusing only on the economy and industrialization, and following the trickle-down effect have
failed to spread prosperity to the regions over the decades. The Thai government has not been able to
create equality, not only at the national level, but also at the regional level. As we can witness from the

disparity between the capital city and other cities in the rural area, or even wiithin the same region.

This research project on inequality and the urban poors, funded by the Thailand Research Fund’s
program entitled Strategic Research Issues (SRI), SRI 4: Inequality Reduction and Country Strategy to create
equality and social equality in collaboration with Community Organization Development Institute (CODI),
is primarily aimed at synthesizing the dimensions of inequality that affect the poors, especially the urban
poor who are facing progressive changes. The first phase of this research project, therefore, studied
inequality based on four urban contexts, classified according to the main functional categories of the city,
which are in line with the main development policy of the National Economic and Social Development
Plan. The four cities are Capital city, Industrial city, Tourist City, and Special Economic Zone city. This set
of research projects is a synthesis of the content from the review of knowledge status of urban inequality
in four urban contexts through literature review, study of relevant policies, and focus group discussions
with the poor people in those studied areas. Issues of inequality and the urban poor were synthesized
and prioritized leading to the next stages of the research program, which are a development of proposals
for spatial operating level, and the policy strategies for structural change proposed at the final phase of

this research project.

From the review of knowledge status on urban inequality in all four categories. The first priority
of the urban disparity is related to the spatial dimension. The second is the environmental, economic and
political inequality, and the last one is the social, culture and knowledge inequality. The study reflected
the image of the "urban poor" in multi-dimensions which can be described as four groups, as the Low-
income group, Traditional community group, Labours and Marginalized people. The results will be used
to develop research proposals for the next phase leading to the Strategic Research Issues. The research
pattern can be classified into three categories: 1) Empirical research that focuses on in-depth research of
data on specific issues or a comparative study between contexts. It emphasizes the role of researcher or
scholar. 2) Community-based research approach; and 3) Action research conducted in collaboration with

other partners, by focusing on building a mechanisms to work with existing urban structures.
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