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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the patterns and changes of farmer assistance policy
process in Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines; to analyze and explain factors affecting farmer
assistance policy process in Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines; to analyze the effect of the
governments’ policies on farmers’ production means in Thailand, Vietnam, and the Philippines;

and to propose policies more suitable and efficient for farmer assistance policies.

The researcher applies policy process theories called Multiple Streams and Punctuated
Equilibrium to explain farmer assistance policies in selected countries. The researcher analyzes
legal documents, policy analysis reports, technical reports, and academic journals regarding
agricultural extension. Statistical analysis is used. And the researcher interviews and talks to
farmers, community leaders, agricultural officials, and local administration officials in Thailand,

Vietnam, and the Philippines from December 2016 to June 2018.

The results show that rice and farmer assistance policies have changed from consumer-
led policies to farmer-led policies in short term with political reasons. The changes in rice and
farmer assistance policies occurred in the times of political and economic development changes.
For political change perspective, the rise of rural elected politicians (Thailand and the Philippines)
and the rise of reformist political leaders in the Communist government (Vietnam) contributed to
changes in rice and farmer assistance policies to short-term assistance to farmers. For economic
development perspective, changes from Import Substitution Industrialization (ISI) to exposure to
international trade and exports contribute to reduction of state intervention in rice markets in

Southeast Asia.

The results from statistical models show that political conflicts and rice policies in each
country have an influence on rice policy formation in the selected countries. The higher the level
of political conflicts, the more like the governments in the selected countries are to provide

assistance for farmers. For rice policies in those countries, some policies which were supposed to



support farmers have a negative impact on rice farmers such as Rice Premium (Thailand) or

Masagna 99 (the Philippines).

The results from interviews with rice farmers illustrate that farmers in three countries like
short-term assistance programs they are provided such as compensation for production cost or
fee reduction programs. Meanwhile, they did not like agricultural extension or technical support
programs. This indicates the effect of short-term assistance programs on farmers’ attitudes
toward the government assistance programs in that the farmers have been cultivated short-term
subsidy programs so that they allegedly and solely depend upon government’ subsidy in the
long run. The researcher propose that the government should encourage rice farmers to
participate in rice and farmer assistance policy making process, separate rice and farmer
assistance policy from political incentive, and abandon state intervention in rice markets in every

form in the long run.
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