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Abstract

A study of Thai teaching methods and curriculum for Thai and Ethnic students
in primary level in Southern part of Thailand. The goal of this project is to study and
analyze the curriculum and Thai teaching methods for students who speak Thai and
Ethnics in Southern Thailand. Data of methods and curriculum were collected from
interviewing 30 target groups of teachers, educators and researchers. Moreover, the
data of teaching methods and the writing test were from classroom observations in
24 schools. Findings from the study are the 30 Thai teaching methods which are 2
ways; a Bottom up and Top down strategies. Also these teaching methods can be in 2
groups; a focus teaching on Thai only and use both Thai and Ethnics language/mother
tongue. For Thai curriculum movement, focusing in Southern border areas, the
educational policy in 1957 supported the new teaching approaches in Thai for
especially Patani Malay children. After that, since 2005 Thai educational policy
permitted the ethnics languages use together with Thai in educational system. Thai
writing test results in grade 1 both in Thai and ethnic students showed not different
between two groups. However, the ethics languages which different from Thai have
influence to Thai developing skills. The suggestions from this study are; the
government should to ordering the content in Thai for all learners from simple to
complex in each class level. Should promote the teachers who teach the ethnic
students have skill for teaching Thai as a second language. Also, raise awareness
about influence of mother tongue to Thai for understand the obstacles the students

to learn Thai.
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