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Abstract

This research had 3 objectives. Firstly, it was to study the development of
Thai teaching curriculum at elementary school level and the implementation of the
curriculum in local schools and schools in ethnic areas in the North. Secondly, it was
to study the method of instructional provision for Thai reading and writing at
elementary school level of local schools and schools in ethnic areas in the North.
Lastly, it was to study the results of implementing the curriculum and instructional
provision for Thai reading and writing at elementary school level of local schools
and schools in ethnic areas in the North. The scope used for the research included
elementary schools in Northern provinces. The research sample included 3 local
schools affiliated with the local administrative oreanization and 21 schools in ethnic

areas, affiliated with the Office of the Basic Education Commission.The respondent



sample included 7 superintendents, 80 teachers, 7 teachers who had received
teaching award, 200 Prathom Suksa 3 students, and 150 Prathom Suksa 6 students.
The research instruments include forms for analyzing the curriculum, forms for
analyzing Thai instructional plans, the teachers in general, the teachers with teaching
award, and the superintendents. They also included classroom observation, test on
the student’s reading and writing Thai, and the issues for the small group discussion.
The data on achievement on reading and writing and from the questionnaires were
analyzed in term of mean, standard deviation, percentage. The research findings are
as follows:

1. The results of the study on Thai language teaching curriculum
development for elementary school level and the implementation of the curriculum
in the local schools and schools in ethnic areas in the North are as follows:

1.1 The development of Thai language teaching curriculum at elementary
school level U84 local schools and schools in ethnic areas in the North could be
divided in 6 periods as follows:

Period 1 - The curriculum development during the period of Lanna
Kingdom (1296 - 1910) was for education provided in the Buddhist temples carried by
the monks who served as the teachers. The instruction concentrated on Buddhism
and the letters used were those of Lanna.

Period 2 — The curriculum was developed during the period in which
Lanna was governed as a northern county (1910 - 1932). During this, educational
provision was along the guideline set by the central authority.. Lanna language was
prohibited. There was the elementary education curriculum in 1921

Period 3 — The curriculum development during the period after the
country’s  revolution (1932 - 1960). During this period, northern county was
incorporated with other counties to become the kingdom of Siam.There was a
curriculum development in 1921 to obtain the 1937 and 1948

Period 4 — The curriculum development during 1960 — 1978. During
this period, the Ministry of Education had upgraded the 1951 curriculum to be the



1960 basic education curriculum. The contents focused were listening, speaking,
reading, writing, and principle of Thai language.

Period 5 - The curriculum development during 1978 - 1998. The
1960 elementary education curriculum was further developed to become the 1978
the content on Thai language to be learned were listening, speaking, reading, and
writing.

Periods 6 The curriculum development during 1998 — 2008. The
1998 basic education curriculum was aimed at developing Thai people to become
perfect humans who were good citizen with intelligence, happiness, and being Thai.
Thai language learning strand was prescribed with 5 strands.

1.2 The Implementation of the Curriculum in Local Schools and Schools
in Ethnic Areas in the North

In the North, there has been a serious implementation of the
curriculum as at the time the 1921 elementary law was declared to fit the
governance system at the time when the North was governed as Northern County
though the policy on educational provision, curriculum and its implementation was
set up by the central authority. At the present, the Ministry of Education has
attempted to implement the 2008 basic-education core-curriculum.

Every school in the country has used 2008 Thai language strand core-
curriculum and confines to the structure and learning strands set by the Ministry of
Education. Every teacher has instructional plans but the instructional model has
varied along the policy of the agency or education-service area office..

Concerning the teacher’s opinion on the curriculum and its
implementation, some teachers in the school in urban areas and schools in ethnic
areas had noted that the 1978 curriculum (modified in 1990) was more appropriate
than that of 2008..

Concerning the opinion of the superintendents on the utilization of
the 2008 core-curriculum, it was found that the curriculum had too much contents
but with few learning periods. The implementation of the curriculum depended

mostly on the school’s administrators



Concerning the school-based curriculum, it was found that the school
had mainly used the 2008 curriculum. There was no precise school-based curriculum
for Thai language learning.

Concerning the curriculum structure, it was found that many schools
had increased the time for Thai language strands from 5 periods to 9 periods per
week. Some schools had increased the time for teaching for 30 minutes to 1 hour

per day.

2. Results of the study on method used on instructional provision for
teaching reading and writing Thai.
2.1 Reading and Writing Instructional Design
The teachers had designed the instruction beginning from studying
the curriculum, learning standards, indicators, and course description. They then set
up the teaching schedule and instructional plans.
2.2 Method for Teaching Reading and Writing
Concerning the teacher’s instructional method for teaching reading
and writing Thai, it was found that there were about 9 methods. It was found that
most teachers taught reading and writing by breaking down the word into parts. The
teachers who were with the teaching reward often had an outstanding instructional
method, with instructional procedural steps, and devoted time and energy for
helping the students to be able to read and write. Most teachers similarly contended
that the factors leading to successful instruction on reading and writing were the
teacher’s time devotion and the most important was the administrator’s recognition
of the significance of teaching and learning Thai.
2.3 Problems Concerning Learning and Teaching Reading and Writing for
Elementary Students of the Schools in the Local and Ethnic Areas in the North
Problems concerning instructional provision for teaching reading and
writing of the students in local schools and schools in ethnic areas were the
problems had been related to the teachers, students, parents, environments, and

supervision, but they differed in details and issues.



3. The Results of the Study on the Achievement of Using the Curriculum and
Instructional Provision for Thai Reading and Writing of the Local Schools and
Schools in Ethnic Areas in the North

3.1 The results of the test on reading aloud on the vocabulary of

Prathom Suksa 3 and Prathom Suksa 6 students, it was found that in pronouncing the

vocabularies assigned in under average. Concerning the writing for the word for the

given picture of Prathom Suksa 3 it was found that students of the Local Schools

could write higher average than Schools in Ethnic Areas. But students of Prathom

Suksa 6 of them assigned in under average.. Concerning the sentence writing up, it

was found that of them could perfectly write the sentence higher average . In regard

to reading with analytical reading, it was found that the students’ score was average.

3.2 Results of Taking the O-NET Test of Prathom Suksa 3 Students and

Prathom Suksa 6 Students in the Local Schools and Schools in Ethnic Areas in the
North

Concerning O-NET score of the students in each of education service

areas for Prathom Suksa 3 and Prathom Suksa 6 students, it was found that the

students in two school districts had average score under the mean.
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