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(:’ A Abstract

The purpose of this study is to synthesize the research projects funded by the Strategic
, Research Issues: ASEAN Community and East Asian Region (SRI1), which is managed by the National
- Policy and International Relations Division of the Thailand Research Fund (TRF). This study employs a
. qualitative method using secondary data from a review of the research projects funded by SRIl. The
| research projects were divided into three subject groups; the 1st subject group: Understanding the Great
Powers in ASEAN, the 2nd subject group: the Regional Integration Context, and the 3rd subject group:
Thai Roles, Adaptation, and Preparedness for Coexistence in the Region. Between 2015 and 2017, there
were 23 research projects funded by SRI1. This research, however, synthesizes 22 research projects, with
a total budget of 32,137,420 Baht. Of these, there were three research projects in the 1st subject group,
‘ with a research budget of 11,599,750 Baht (36.65 %), there were seven research projects in the 2nd
~ - subject group, with a research budget of 6,171,960 Baht (20.03%), and there were 12 research projects in
- the 3rd subject group, with a budget of 13,036,800 Baht (42.32%). The analysis consists of seven aspects;
| (1) the comespondence between the importance of research problems and the Strategic Plan of
Thailand, the Sustainabte Development Goals (SDGs) of the United Nations (UN), and the Strategic Action
. Plan of the TRF between 2014 and 2017, (2) the link between the research objectives and the
P conceptual framework, (3) the consistency between the subject group, the scope of the research, the

research objectives, and the conceptual framework, (4) resources and resource management, (5) types of
L research output, (6) the outcomes and impacts of research, and (7) self-evaluation.

The study reveals that 86.36% of the research projects funded by SRI1 were in line with the
Strategic Plan of Thailand between 2012 and 2016. In addition, all research projects (100%)
i corresponded to the SDGs of the United Nations and the Strategic Action Plan of the TRF from 2014 to

2016. It was found that the objectives of all research projects were consistent with the conceptual
(-~ frameworks. However, the author thinks that the analysis of one research project, which was in the 3rd
subject group, was not in line with the researcher's conceptual framework. It was also found that there
was consistency between the subject group, target or scope of the research, the objectives of the
research, and the conceptual framework. For resources and resource management, the 1st subject
! ) group, which had three research projects, had a research budget of 11,599,750 Baht (37.65%); the 2nd
subject group, which consisted of seven research projects, had a research budget of 6,171,960 Baht
- (20.03%), while the 3rd subject group, which had 12 research projects, had a budget of 13,036,800
Baht (42.32%). Nine research projects (40.32%) had been conducted by researcher networks while
another 13 research projects (59.09%) had one researcher per project. 11 projects (50.00%) had

L ‘; submitted final reports or drafts (50.00%), whereas 11 projects (50.00%) were still in progress.
. It was found that the output of every project was a new paradigm, new knowledge, an innovation
o or a case. Furthermore, the results of two research projects were networking. For the outcomes and
| impacts of the research, all research projects had an outcome. They are also expected to have an impact
on Thailand. It is expected that people and government agencies in Thailand would have acquired
- knowledge from the research projects and can apply the knowledge in their work. In addition, for self-
assessment, it was found that all research projects funded by SRI1 have contributed to Thailand. The
contributions are unique and distinct from those invented or collected by other individuals or organizations.

b Other than that, there are gaps or issues about which TRF should provide further support.

Keywords: synthesis of research, strategic research issues, ASEAN Community, East Asian region
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