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Abstract

In 2015 Thai Government launched Special Border Economic Zone Development Project in 10
Border Provinces adjacent to the neighboring countries, including 1. Tak 2. Mukdahan 3. Srakaew 4. Trat
5. Songkhla 6. Nong Khai 7. Narathiwat 8. Chiang Rai 9. Nakhon Phanom and 10. Kanchanaburi. The
campaign on Special Border Economic Zones project in Thailand determined to direct the development
program which was significantly operated in line with the state incorporation into ASEAN Community,
after 31 December 2015. This team research project aimed to study the cross border mobilities of peoples,
commodities, information and capitals in the areas that were designated as a special border economic zone
development. Contextualizing the research sites of study within social, cultural and historical contexts, the
study not only enables us to produce the understandings on the state and people relations and the adaptations
of local peoples, communities, and power groups in the borderland areas of Thailand and its neighbors,
historically. Also this research reveals that the state has attempted to organize the border areas and to utilize
border cities which have been developed as a mechanism to boost economy and to regulate the mobilities
of people, community, information, and capital. These research findings divided to show into 3 parts,
according to each individual research project conducted as followed.

1. The research study of mobility of the cross border labors and informal social protection which
was conducted in Songkhla and Trad Special Border Economic Zones discovered that the inbound of cross
border labor mobility and the employment was related with the main economic activity in the designated
area, especially in the commerce and service sectors. For the informal social protection, the study shows
that the forms of social protection have relied on family and kinship systems, also a protection from the
employer. But in terms of work the employment still lacked of labor skill training and information on labor
rights to provide for the cross border labors was still insufficient. Accordingly, the NGOs thus played an
important role in coming to help and provide them knowledges on their labor rights protection. For a
mechanism on labor protection, they received, informally, in everyday life, such us education in the schools
for their children which was supportive for Thai language use in everyday life. For other social protection,
the informal mechanisms to care each other among those cross border labors, most importantly were family
and kinships, siblings or friends. This internal group relations based on trust they have developed in their
migrant community, who shared the same nationality. Besides, the middle-man system was still play a
pivotal role in helping these labors to contact with the offices, particularly in submitting for their work

documents.



2. The study of the flows of people in tourism and health care dimensions, which aimed to explore
relationships between people mobility and socio-economic connections in the contexts of border city, in
Nong Kai Special Border Economic Zone, founded that cross border travels, from Laos, to access to the
health care services in north eastern Thailand, have increased significantly. It has become the Laotian’s
practice in everyday life and culture of consumption, which had a pattern that reflected on a socio-economic
difference among the Lao customers who traveled across borders to get a health care service. From a
participation to and the hearings from state and private organizations, and Thai and Lao entrepreneurs,
including the office of Special Economic Zone support and protection, the ministry of plan and investment,
the government and private hospitals in the provinces of Khon Kaen Udon Thani, and Nong Kai on the Thai
side, and in the province of Vientiane on the Laos side about 10 in total. The study shows that local
entrepreneur, in Thailand, have adapted their business to provide a health care service and border tourism.
These are new services developed to fulfill the desire of changing consuming cultures in Laos. The recent
situation thus shows dynamisms of the flows of people mobilities across Thai-Laos borders. It is an

important factor that the state must not overlook in pursuing for the development plan.

3. The research on cross border travel, tourism, and the adaptive strategy of local entrepreneurs,
which aimed to investigate in the areas of Special Border Economic Zone Development Project in Tak and
Chiang Rai Provinces. The research finding shows that the speedy development on infrastructure and mega
project had a consequence in the flows and mobilities of people and goods in Tak and Chiang Rai’s SEZ
areas, obviously. Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar have attempted to restructure and organize these border
areas in a different form. This border restructuring and organizing made a significant impact on people’s
cross border mobilities, from Laos and Myanmar. From a comparative analysis on the two research sites
being studied, this research founded that the capacities of economic development, forms and trends in
people’s cross border mobilities and the adaptations of local entrepreneur in the borderlands area were
specific and different. This implication of this research project is that that in terms of policy making, in
supporting the development and investment in the Special Border Economic Zone, the state must consider
the specificity of border cultures and histories in such areas, bordering to the neighboring countries. The
state should also provide a local entrepreneur supportive plan, both in terms of national security and border
economy. In Chiang Rai Border Province’s Special Economic Zone, for instance, cross border trade and an
investment on a health care service are the two main sectors that should be supported. While in Tak Special
Border Economic Zone (Mae Sot), the main capacity is its strategic location, to connect Thailand and
Myanmar. The expansion of this urbanizing border city and the housing area investment are the two key

factors for its economic expansion



