Abstract

The research project on “the Dynamics of Melayu Muslim Politicians’ Movements amidst
the Violence in the Southern Border Provinces” supported by Thailand Science Research and
Innovation was conducted on the research questions on the adaptation of Melayu Muslim politicians
after the violence on the area started; as well as, the question of the possibility of political
mobilization under the parliament system to be the alternative ways for supporting political
negotiation and for regaining basic rights of Melayu Muslim. The research aims to study the ideas
and forms of mobilization of Melayu Muslim Politicians; to understand the dynamics of Melayu
Muslim Politicians’ Movements within the adapted context especially since 2004 until now; and to
make recommendations to Melayu Muslim Politicians and related state agencies to develop the
political space to support the peace process in the Deep South of Thailand. The concept of identity

politics has been applied as the basis concept of this research.

The results found that the dynamics of Melayu Muslim Politicians’ Movements since
before 2004 could divide into three periods—before 2004, from 2004 to 2018, and after 2019’s
election. Each period has observable points as following; before 2004 is the struggle in political
space of the old kingdom’s royal descendants and religious leaders, the disappointment of some
representatives and led them to support the armed group, and the confederation of Melayu Muslim
Politicians under the name of Wadah group. After 2004, two significant changes are the defeat of
Wadah and the rising of some new politicians. And during the 2019’s election, the Prachachart
Party was formed and shows the Melayu Muslim identity explicitly. This study also found that the
Parliamentary system is still the hope for the mobilization of creating political space which could
support the identity of both Melayu and Muslim to have the space and could impact to the
decreasing of conditions led to violence. However, the political space like this need to be the real
democratic space, not just half democracy which could affect to the closed political space and open

a chance for another chapter of violence.
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