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Abstract

Localizing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by Local Authorities and
Development Partners for Sustainable Urban Development Project is an action research
project aiming to enhance knowledge in applying SDGs by local authorities and development
partners in planning, implementing and monitoring process of local actions towards
sustainable urban development. The project contains three key research process and results,
i.e. 1) identification of goals, targets and indicators that are related to urban sustainability
dimensions, able to be implemented at the local level and appropriate for Thailand” s urban
contexts; 2) analysis of correlations between SDGs and current urban development policies
and plans at the policy and city levels; and 3) operation of SDGs localization in cooperation
with local authorities and development partners in three cities representing the industrial city,
commercial city and tourism city.

Findings from the analysis and lessons learnt from the actions reveal both opportunities
and challenges in localizing the SDGs for sustainable urban development in Thailand. Though
the country has strategic plans supporting most targets and indicators, some plans
inadequately contain the SDGs attributes and target groups and some do not support the roles
of local actors. Similarly, Thai local authorities have responsibilities covering most urban-
related SDGs and have planning process that aligns with and could support SDGs localization.
However, major local constraints include lack of common understandings on the SDGs, lack of
data on the SDGs situations at the city level to support planning and lack of platforms to
brainstorm the SDGs solutions between the city authorities and their partners both within and
beyond the city.

To address these, two-prong policy thrusts are recommended: one set are interventions
at the policy level which stresses on integration between agencies, policies and plans related
to urban sustainability dimensions and strengthening of the roles of non-governmental
partners and local authorities. The other set are interventions at the city level which emphasizes
on enhancement of understandings on the SDGs principles among local actors and SDGs
integration with the local contexts through giving importance to the inclusion of the SDGs
attributes and the vulnerable groups as well as strengthening the consultation opportunities.
These would result in sustainable development approaches and means of implementation that
are in line with the local contexts. Localizing the SDGs for sustainable urban development is
therefore a process in integrating views and opinions of various development partners on the
city's circumstances and development of mutual solutions on the basis of sustainable
development principles and local initiatives so that the SDGs could respond to the local and
lead to sustainable development of the city as well as the country.



